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Dear Parents 

 

Welcome back to a new school year.  We hope 

you all had a lovely summer break.  We 

welcome our new Year 5 pupils:  Noah, Darcy, 

Ed, Hannah, Mea, Aimee, Elizabeth, Alice, 

Alexander and Alexandria to Class 3 and look 

forward to an exciting year of learning ahead. 

 
Mrs James & Mrs Wake 

Class Teachers 

 

English 

 

We will begin the Talk for Writing process this 

year by focussing on a short story by Pie 

Corbett called Ice Forest.  The plot type is that 

of developing suspense through the skills type 

of description.  The story will be read before 

being mapped to aid its internalisation.  The 

children will then analyse the structure of the 

writing before going on to create a boxed-up 

plan.  The text will then be analysed and a co-

constructed toolkit of description features 

created.  The aim will be that the children will 
use the toolkit to create description that the 

reader can imagine, making it sound real and 

using it to intrigue. 

 

At the very start of the unit the children will 

engage in a cold task with the aim of using 

description to evoke the imagination of the 

reader. 

 

In Week 2, we will work with Martin Young to 

create a series of images which will assist the 

children in the writing process as we move 

forward through shared and into independent 

writing.  Following this, the unit will end with a 

Hot Write in which the children can 

demonstrate their learning. 

 

The following two weeks will be spent focussing 

on the non-fiction text type of Instruction.  Once 

again, a Cold Task will begin the unit.  Assessing 

this Cold Task will allow for the identification of 

the specific skills which require to be focussed 

on to help the children to progress.  There are 

typical language patterns of instruction and these 

will be identified whilst analysing the model 

instructional text and added to the Instructional 

Toolkit which will be used in further writing 

activities. 

 

In the last week of term our focus will turn to 

Poetry.  This year we will be looking at six classic 

poems, beginning with The Listeners by Walter 

de la Mare.  The children will hear and map the 

poem, trying to find evidence for who ‘the 

listeners’ are.  Specific vocabulary will be 

identified which adds to the ‘spooky’ sensation.  
Having carried out this analysis of structure and 

language, the children will write a sequel to the 

poem imitating the style of this famous poet. 

 

 

Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling 

(GPS) 

 

An assessment of the children’s GPS knowledge 

will be undertaken early in the term.  This will 

inform future teaching priorities and we will 

begin to co-construct ‘toolkits’ of grammar and 

punctuation using images/actions created by 

Martin Young.  These will adorn the classroom 

and will act as a constant reminder/prompt.  

Many of the grammatical terms will be new to 

Year 5 and will be reinforced for the Year 6 

children. 

 

 

Reading 

 

We can’t wait to get stuck in to our new class 

book to start the year: we have decided to read 

Artemis Fowl by Eoin Colfer.  It is a fantastic 

novel about a twelve year old criminal genius 

who is plotting to restore his family’s fortune 

when he discovers a whole fairy civilisation that 

lives underground. What he doesn’t realise is 

the capabilities of these armed fairy creatures 

and the dangers he faces along the way.  It is a 

gripping tale full of fast-paced fantasy and 

adventure - with some very intriguing characters 

- and we know the children will love it.  

Class 3 



Every day, we will dedicate time where the 

teacher will be the reader. Our class book will 

be the basis of some of our ‘book talk’ sessions 

where the children will discuss all aspects of it, 

including the imagery the author is trying to 

create and how they do so, and we will use 

extracts from the text to make predictions, 

inferences and summarise key events that have 

happened and discuss what we like and dislike 

about the content and what puzzles and 

patterns we notice too.  

 

Our Year 5’s will be introduced to our Class 3 

Page Turners Library and all of the children will 

be able to bring one home to enjoy. We ask 
that the children have these books in school 

every day as they will be given opportunities to 

read independently as well as regular 1:1 drop 

in sessions with members of staff who will 

discuss and question their understanding of 

what they are reading, ensuring that the 

children are reading regularly and fluently with 

expression and self-correcting where 

necessary.  

 

Once the children have read their page turner 

books, they will need to write a page turner 

postcard to review the book and give a 

summary of what happens which will then be 

shared with their peers.  We strongly 

encourage parents to enjoy these books with 

their children – children in Class 3 are not too 

old to read with an adult so please take the 

time to listen, enjoy and question your 

children’s reading on a regular basis.   

 

In the first few weeks, a reading assessment will 

be completed to establish key reading strands 

that we need to focus on during our class 

sessions; they are often known as VIPERS: 

Vocabulary, Infer, Predict, Explain, Retrieve and 

Summarise.  

 

Homework 

 
Every Friday, Class 3 will have a new spelling 

list to learn over the week and some IXL 

maths activities. Regular page turner reading 

will also be expected and sometimes we will 

send out a reading comprehension activity or 

an online safety task via Natterhub. Class 3 

homework can be found on the school 

website.  

Spellings 

 

The children will have a weekly spelling test on a 

Friday morning. Every week will focus on a new 

rule and there will be 10 spelling words that use/

include the rule. As well as this, there will be 5 

extra spellings from the National Curriculum 

statutory word lists for Year 5 and Year 6. 

 

 

Maths 

 

Number 

 

In the first few weeks we will carry out a 
number of assessments to ascertain levels of 

understanding/application in the use of mental 

strategies, the application of the four written 

calculation methods (+, -, x, ÷) as well as the 

children’s reasoning skills.  Toolkits for the four 

calculations will be co-constructed and displayed 

for ease of access in the classroom.  As well as 

this, we will focus on the mathematical language 

of the two units of work we will then move on 

to:  Place Value and Addition, Subtraction, 

Multiplication and Division. 

 

Place Value:  It is vital that children have a well-

developed understanding of place value in order 

to ensure that they are going to be successful 

with later number work.  The mathematical 

language which requires to be understood is as 

follows:  unit, one, ten, hundred, thousand, tens 

of thousands, hundreds of thousands, million, 

digit, positive number, negative number, 

partition, digit, odd, even, greater than, less 

than, equals, ascending, descending, rounding. 

 

Following this important unit, we will then move 

on to a block focussing on addition, subtraction, 

multiplication and division.  The key mathematical 

language the children will require to be familiar 

with is as follows:  integer, factor, common 

factor, multiple, common multiple, divisibility, 

prime number, composite number, square 
number, cube number, remainder, quotient, 

strategy operation and inverse operation. 

 

During this unit and each lesson the children will 

be asked key questions in order to develop their 

mathematical vocabulary, talk and hence their 

understanding.  They will also be challenged to 

reason and problem-solve on a regular basis in 

order to develop a deeper understanding. 



Shape, Space and Measure 

 

Our first term will focus on converting units of 

measure. The children will learn to read, write 

and recognise all metric measures for length, 

mass and capacity and choose appropriate units 

of metric measure in context before moving on 

to converting different measures using their 

knowledge of multiplying and dividing by 10, 

100 and 1000. We will then embed all of these 

skills through a variety of reasoning problems 

for the children to use and apply what they 

have learnt. We will also look at miles and 

kilometres and some children may be 

challenged further to imperial measures where 
they will learn about feet, inches, pounds, 

ounces, stone pounds, gallons and pints.   

 

 

Science 

 

Our Science topic this term, which will run 

until the October half term, is entitled 

Electrifying.  This topic builds on the earlier Key 

Stage 2 work on electricity, taking it into the 

scientific use of symbols for components on a 

circuit as well as understanding the effect in 

more detail of changing components in a 

circuit.  The children will have the opportunity 

to apply their learning by creating an electronic 

game.  The important scientific vocabulary 

related to this unit is as follows:  electricity, 

component, cell, complete, electrons, diagram, 

symbols, circuit, battery, switch, motor, buzzer, 

fuse, blow, filament, renewable and solar.  We 

will start with the cold task of trying to define 

these scientific terms, before finding their 

definitions and creating a class word definition 

grid. 

 

 

 

Design & Technology 

 

In the last week of term, before the October 
break, we will focus on the Design and 

Technology unit entitled:  Steady Hand Game.  

There are strong links between this and the 

work which will have been covered in Science.  

In brief, the four lessons will cover the 

following: 

 

 

Computing 

 

Our computing unit for the Autumn term is 

called We Are Architects which gives the 

children the opportunity to learn how to 

create their own virtual space using a simple 

CAD (computer-aided design) tool. The 

children will design a variety of different 

sculptures, looking at existing ones before 

creating their own using a program called 

SketchUp. We will also have two Natterhub 

online safety sessions.  

 

 

Geography 

 

We will be starting the new school year with a 

Geography topic which focuses on South 

America. In this unit, children find out about 

the Amazon region of South America, 

considering what it is like to live in the region 

as well as how it is being damaged and how it 

can be protected.  The children will: 

 

 identify and name some of the countries in 

which the Amazon is located  

 explain the value of the Amazon rainforest 

and some ways in which it can be protected 

 describe what the climate is like in 

Amazonas.  
 

 

Spanish 

 

We will begin this year by securing our 

knowledge of noun gender and the use of the 

correct article. Colours will be used as a 

starting point for adjectival agreement before 

moving on to our topic of Los Planetas – The 

Planets.  
 

Lesson 1 Research and analyse a range of children’s 

toys, gather images and information, 

analyse existing toys and apply knowledge 

of form and function. 

Lesson 2 Design a steady hand game, identify and 

name components, decide on design 

criteria, draw from three different 

perspectives. 

Lesson 3 Construct a stable base, accurately cut/

assemble net, decorate base, align sides 

and secure. 

Lesson 4 Assemble electronics and complete 

electronic game, make/test a circuit, 

incorporate circuit into base/name 

electrical components. 



Music 

 

Class 3 will be learning about jazz, including 

sounds from Blues and Boogie Woogie, and 

using words such as syncopation.  Playing by ear 

will be developed, with melodies and short 

phrases being copied back with increasing 

confidence. 

 

 

RE 

 

This term, and next, we will focus on Sikhism in 

Britain and look at the question:  What is 

important to a Sikh in Britain today? 
 

This unit of work will enable the children to 

learn about what is important to Sikhs in Britain 

today, relating this to the origins of the Sikh 

faith.  The children will have the opportunity to 

explore some of the ways in which Sikhs 

express their faith and how beliefs impact on a 

Sikh’s way of life.  The children will be 

encouraged to consider what can be learned 

from Sikh beliefs and practices and from 

concepts such as equality, authority and sharing. 

 

We plan to make an outing which will allow the 

children to visit a Gurdwara, a Mosque and a 

Christian Church – details to follow. 

 

Words associated with this topic:  Sikh, Sikhism, 

Deity, Guru, Guru Nanak, Samsara, Amrit, Kesh, 

Kangha, Kirpan, Kava, Kachera, Langar, Kirat 

karma, hukam. 

 

 

PE 

 

Our planned PE sessions will be yoga on a 

Monday morning, swimming on a Monday 

afternoon and PE on a Thursday afternoon. 

Please ensure your child comes to school 

wearing their PE kit on a Thursday including 

their trainers and a tracksuit/joggers. PE is a 
statutory, not optional, part of the school 

curriculum and as such every step possible must 

be taken to ensure your child can take part. 

Please note it would be appreciated if PE 

kit (worn on a Thursday) did not include 

printed/ overly colourful t-shirts or other 

items of clothing. Plain clothing (or PE kit 

with the school logo) would be preferred. 

Thank you. 

Out first unit this year is Fitness. 

 

Pupils will take part in a range of fitness 

challenges to test and record their scores. 

They will learn different components of fitness 

including speed, stamina, strength, 

coordination, balance and agility.  Pupils will be 

given opportunities to work at their maximum 

and improve their fitness levels.  They will 

need to persevere when they get tired or 

when they find a challenge hard and are 

encouraged to support others to do the same. 

Pupils are asked to recognise areas in which 

they make the most improvement using the 

scores they have collected.  
 

 

Yoga 

 

As we begin the start of a new school year and 

a new season , yoga this half term will be 

focused on “New Beginnings”. 

 

We will be refreshing and reminding our 

bodies how to find stillness; how to link simple 

postures together; what we enjoy feeling in 

our bodies and discussing what we would like 

to focus on in our practice.  Our minds will 

learn how to settle and through learning 

different breathing techniques we will be able 

to begin to manage our emotions more 

independently. 

 

We will explore yoga through fun themes such 

as Halloween and the  Autumn equinox.  

 

 

Relationships and Health Education 

 

This term we will focus on the Healthy and 

Happy Friendships: 

Lesson 1 is entitled Personal Safety and will focus on 

the importance of recognising risky 

situations, how these could make us feel, 

and the skills needed to maintain personal 

safety. 

Lesson 2 is entitled Relationships and Change and will 

explore how relationships and friendships 

will change as they grow and the 

importance of how to keep relationships 

happy and healthy. 

Lesson 3 explores wider emotions and will teach 

how to recognise and name an increasing 

range of emotions and understand that 

everyone feels a range of emotions for a 

variety of reasons. 



Thinking Classrooms 

 

Our Thinking Classroom work will focus on 

Being a Learner.  During these lessons we will 

focus on: being resilient, self-improvement, 

reflection, co-operative learning, being creative, 

being curious and continuously improving. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assemblies 

 

We will begin by focussing on the School’s 

Behaviour Policy, exploring its contents and 

understanding the ‘Golden Rules’ and 

sanctions.  We will use the images created by 

Martin last term and explore the four zones of 

regulation, working on how to resolve conflict. 

 

We will learn about the 8 C’s of Self to develop 

the concept of being the best I can as values.  

We will then develop the concept of 

responsibility and create a problem solving 

choice wheel for the playground. 

 
Following this work, we will begin to focus on 

our end of term performance of The Lion King 

which will develop many of the The Five Rs:  

resilience, readiness, resourcefulness, reliability 

and reflectiveness. 


