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Dear Parents 

 

Welcome to the first part of the Autumn Term. 

I hope you have had a lovely summer. We have 

a very varied and exciting term ahead and lots 

of new learning opportunities for your child to 

enjoy in their new year group. 

 

This term is geared towards settling your child 

back into school, ensuring that they have high 

wellbeing whilst identifying areas to work on via 

teacher assessments.  

 

 

 
This will be checked by a member of the Class 

One staff daily at 9am. Could we also ask that 

you send your child’s book bag in every day as 

there are often items other than the reading 

books on a Friday that need sending home.  

 

Mrs Garley 

Class Teacher 

 

English 

 

This term our story is Kassim and the Greedy 

Dragon - an overcoming the monster story with 

a focus on characterisation and endings.  We 

will follow our Talk for Writing process where 

we start by drawing a story map to allow the 

children to memorise the story. This will be 

embedded through oral activities including 

stepping out, role play and story circles where 

the children act out the story.  Martin Young 

will spend time helping the children to innovate 

and develop the characters using his fantastic 

images.  We will then work together to look at 

model texts including the features of 

characterisation and good ending to help us to 

develop a toolkit to help practise this skill. 

 

Non-fiction: This term our non-fiction skill 

focus will be Information Texts.  The children will 

look at the features of information by hearing, 
mapping, stepping and speaking a model text 

based on a dragon from our story.  They will then 

develop a toolkit and use this during guided, 

shared and independent writing sessions to allow 

them to produce their own independent 

information text. 

 

Grammar 

 

This term, Year One and Two will work on the 

following areas of grammar : 

 

 Nouns 

 Verbs 

 Adjectives 

 Adverbs 
 Expanded noun phrases 

 Sentence Structure:  Co-ordination 

 Sentence Structure:  Subordination 

 

Spelling 

 

Year 1 children will continue with the phonic 

sounds that they were learning throughout their 

reception year using our Read, Write Inc 

programme. First by consolidating last year’s 

understandings, then by working their way 

through the programme during daily lessons. In 

the summer term, Year 1 children will take the 

National Phonics Screening Test to ensure that 

they have retained the phonic sounds that they 

have been taught.  

 

Children in Year 2 will start to work through the 

National Curriculum spelling rules in place of their 

daily phonics lessons. These will be further 

supported in their word builder books, which will 

be sent home with their homework books each 

week.  The spelling rules covered this term will be: 

KS1
 

The /dʒ/ sound spelt as ge and dge at the end of words, and 
sometimes spelt as g elsewhere in words before e, i and y 
 

badge, edge, bridge, dodge, fudge 
age, huge, change, charge, bulge, village 
gem, giant, magic, giraffe, energy jacket, jar, jog, join, 
adjust 

The /s/ sound spelt c before e, i and y 
 

race, ice, cell, city, fancy 

The /n/ sound spelt kn and (less often) gn at the beginning of 
words 
  

knock, know, knee, gnat, gnaw 

The /r/ sound spelt wr at the beginning of words 
  

write, written, wrote, wrong, wrap 



Homework 

 

Year 1 and year 2 will receive weekly spellings, 

word work/phonics and IXL maths challenges 

to be completed at home.  These will be posted 

onto the Class One Home Learning Platform 

and the school website. The children will be 

tested on these spellings on the following 

Friday. week.  

 

 

 

 

 

Guided Reading 
 

Daily guided reading sessions will continue for 

Year 1 children focusing on developing fluency 

and comprehension skills as they work through 

our Read, Write Inc phonics programme 

decodable books. These books will also 

correspond with the Read, Write Inc decodable 

Book Bag books sent home for you to read 

with your child. 

 

Year 2 will start to read a short novel with a 

focus on expression and fluency as they take 

turns with their peers during these sessions. 

The children will also work on oral 

comprehension questions to check their 

understanding of the text during these lessons. 

These questions will focus on vocabulary, 

inference, prediction, explanation, retrieval and 

summarising.  

 

 

Class Readers 

 

This term the children will be listening to: 

 

 Flat Stanley 

 Panda at the Door 

 

Picture Books to share 

 The Tiger who came to Tea 
 Beegu 

 Funny Bones 

 George saves the world by lunchtime 

 The Squirrels who Squabbled 

 

Poetry  

 Crazy Mayonnaisy Mum  

 

We also use a range of Non-fiction books to 

support and link with all foundation subject 

areas.  

 

 

Handwriting 

 

Year 2 children will start to work on the joins 

used in our Nelson handwriting scheme. They 

will learn the joining techniques and where each 

letter should sit in relation to each other.  Year 

1 will work on presentation of their writing, 

focussing on correct letter formation and 

position. They will have an opportunity to 

practise this independently on a Friday 
afternoon.  

 

 

Maths  

 

Year 1 will be working on the following areas 

in number:  

 

Number and Place Value  

 

 Consolidate and develop place value within 

10  

 Recognise numbers as words  

 Count on from a number 

 finding one more/one less 

 Count backwards within 10  

 Compare groups- fewer, more, same 

 Less than, greater than, equal to  

 Gain an understanding of the numberline 

 

Addition and subtraction (within 10) 

 

 Part whole models 

 Writing number sentences 

 Fact families – addition facts 

 Number bonds within 10  

 

 

Year 2 will be working on the following areas 

in number: 
 

Number and Place Value 

 

 Count objects to 100 by making 10s 

 Recognise tens and ones 

 Use a place value chart 

 Partition numbers to 100 

 Write numbers to 100 in words 

 10s on the numberline to 100 



 Estimate numbers on a numberline 

 Count in 2s, 5s and 10s 

 

Addition and Subtraction 

 

 Bonds to 10 review 

 Fact families – addition and subtraction 

within 20 

 Bonds to 100 (tens) 

 Add by making 10 

 Add 3 1-digit numbers 

 

 

Times Tables – Year 2 

 
Year 2 have recently been 

issued with a log in for Times Tables Rock 

Stars to help to develop this key knowledge 

to allow them to move through the maths 

curriculum.  Please encourage your child to 

practise this key skill at home.  During Year 2 

they need to learn the 2,5,10 and 3 times 

tables.  

 

 

 

Science 

 

This term our science topic is Animals including 

Humans.  We will begin by focussing on our 

senses by using practical scientific 

investigations into touch, taste, smell, hearing 

and sight.  Part of our work will include 

tasting and a parental consent form will be 

sent home to allow the children to participate 

in this activity.  Data gathering and recording 

will also be a feature of this unit.  We will 

then move on to look at different types of 

animals and consider how we can identify 

them.  

 

 

 

 

Computing 

 

This term our computing unit is called We Are 

Astronauts where the children learn to give clear 

instructions when programming each other to 

travel from one ‘planet’ to another. They will 

program Bee-bots on the school laptops and on 

programmable toys, create clear algorithms 

without ‘bugs’ and select particular programs on 

the lap tops. They will then move on to using 

the simple programming software, ‘Scratch’ to 

create a space scene with planets and a space 

rocket and programme the rocket to travel to 

the various planets. This will be done 

sequentially and modelled first on the interactive 
white board to allow children to see each step 

before having a go. 

 

The children will also take part in 2 Natterhub 

online safety lessons with follow up Natterled 

Homework sessions to be completed.  

 

 

Religious Education 

Places in Christianity  

 

During this unit the children will learn about the 

key features of places of worship within 

Christianity and what purpose they serve. They 

will be asked to think for themselves about 

questions to do with special places and worship 

and will be encouraged to identify similarities 

and differences between these places. They will 

explore the concept of how worship makes a 

difference to people’s lives. They will visit the 

local church to think about what makes a place 

sacred.  

 

 

Geography 

 

Our Geography topic this term is Weather and 

Seasons: What are seasons? In this unit the 

children will learn about weather and seasons. It 

will focus on the local area as well as looking to 
the wider perspective in the UK. It will involve 

collecting data , observing and spotting seasonal 

patterns and talking about changes using 

weather related vocabulary.  

Targets:  Identify, name, drawn and label the basic parts of the 

human body and say which part of the body is 
associated with each sense. 

 To identify and name a variety of common animals 

including fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and 
mammals. 

 To identify and name a variety of common animals 

that are carnivores, herbivores and omnivores. 

 Describe and compare the structure of a variety of 
common animals (fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and 

mammals including pets). 

Targets:  Name and describe changes in the weather 

 Name the seasons and describe the basic UK 
seasonal weather patterns 

 Assist in taking repeated observations and record 

using symbols 

 Understand the different parts of the UK and that 
they weather may vary there 



 

RHE 

 

Our topic this term is called Making Friends 

and Getting Along. During these lessons the 

children will focus on how important 

friendships are in making us feel happy and 

secure. We will also look at the 

characteristics of friendships including mutual 

respect, truthfulness, trustworthiness, loyalty, 

kindness, trust and sharing interests and 

experiences.  We will consider how to maage 

confict and how to seek help or advice from 

others about friendships if needed. Finally ,we 

will focus on sharing and turn taking.  
 

 

 

Metacognition 

 

Stuck!  

 

The focus of this unit is being resilient and self

- improvement and it is supported by the 

book Stuck by Oliver Jeffers. The unit starts by 

focussing on resilience and thinking about 

what being ‘stuck’ means. It encourages the 

children to think about how they are feeling 

when they are stuck and to discuss different 

ways of becoming ‘unstuck’. The story helps 

the children to explore different ways to be 

resilient to help our learning.  

 

 

 

Art and Design 

 

This terms unit is called Formal Elements of Art. 

The children will begin by working on 

repeated patterns before moving on to 

exploring different textures by making 

rubbings.  They will also focus on using a 

range of colours to create different effects in 

their work.  They will then make texture 

rubbings to use as the base for a piece of art.  
Finally, they will draw using pencils to focus on 

tone to develop 3D images.  

 

Music 

 

This half term there will be a focus on 

contrasting musical elements. The children will 

understand the importance of listening within 

music, with the focus on loud, quiet, high, low, 

smooth, jumpy, fast and slow.  The children will 

also continue to develop rhythmic and 

concentration skills. 

 

 

 

PE 

 

Our planned PE sessions will be yoga on a 
Monday morning, swimming on a Monday 

afternoon and PE on a Thursday afternoon. 

Please ensure your child comes to school 

wearing their PE kit on a Thursday including 

their trainers and a tracksuit/joggers. PE is a 

statutory, not optional, part of the school 

curriculum and as such every step possible must 

be taken to ensure your child can take part.  

Please note it would be appreciated if PE 

kit (worn on a Thursday) did not include 

printed/overly colourful t-shirts or other 

items of clothing. P lain clothing (or PE kit 

with the school logo) would be preferred.  

Thank you. 

 

Our first unit this year is a Football unit. 

 

Pupils will be encouraged to persevere when 

developing competencies in key skills and 

principles such as defending, attacking, sending, 

receiving and dribbling a ball.  They will start by 

playing uneven and then move onto even sided 

games.  They learn to work one on one and 

cooperatively within a team, showing respect for 

their teammates, opposition and referee.  Pupils 

will be given opportunities to select and apply 

tactics to outwit the opposition. 

 

 

 
Yoga 

 

As we begin the start of a new school year and a 

new season , yoga this half term will be focused 

on “New Beginnings”. 

 

We will be refreshing and reminding our bodies 

how to find stillness; how to link simple 

postures together; what we enjoy feeling in our 



bodies and discussing what we would like to 

focus on in our practice.  Our minds will learn 

how to settle and through learning different 

breathing techniques we will be able to begin 

to manage our emotions more independently. 

 

We will explore yoga through fun themes 

such as Halloween and the  Autumn equinox.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assemblies/Thinking Classrooms 

 

 

We will begin by focussing on the School’s 

Behaviour Policy, exploring its contents and 

understanding the ‘Golden Rules’ and sanctions.  

We will use the images created by Martin last 

term and explore the four zones of regulation, 

working on how to resolve conflict. 

 

We will learn about the 8 C’s of Self to develop 

the concept of being the best I can as values.  

We will then develop the concept of 

responsibility and create a problem solving 
choice wheel for the playground. 

 

Following this work, we will begin to focus on 

our end of term performance of The Lion King 

which will develop many of the The Five Rs:  

resilience, readiness, resourcefulness, reliability 

and reflectiveness. 

 

 

 

 

 


