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Dear Parents and Children in Class 2, 

 

Welcome back; I hope you and your child have 

had a good break.  

 

Last term I sent out a note regarding Mrs 

Henson’s planned absence in class. At the 

moment, the dates of this have changed but this 

will still happen in the near future so I have 

replicated my message below for your 

information: 

 

 
 

Finally, I do hope your child is enjoying reading 

their Page Turner at home and that you can 

appreciate the importance of them choosing a 

good quality book to broaden their reading 

repertoire with. As you are aware, we ask that 

the children in Key Stage 2 submit a book 

report after finishing a Page Turner. In Class 2 

we envisage this means at least one book 

review per term (half-term). These book 

reviews are then typed up, printed and 

mounted on display in the classroom around 

the Page Turners book shelf. The children in 

class are then encouraged to read the book 

reviews when next choosing a new Page 

Turner.  

 

 

 

Mr Woods 

Class Teacher 

 

English 

 

This term we shall be enjoying a traditional tale 

called ‘Baba Yaga’s Black Geese’. With this story 

we will work through the stages of learning the 

story and its language structure. Following on 

from this, we will use our understanding of the 

features of a Quest story to elaborate on key 

scenes in the book and develop our descriptive 

writing of story settings – In particular we will 

look at describing the two contrasting settings: 

the family’s comfortable cottage and Baba Yaga’s 

unpleasant cottage. 

 

For the remainder of the term we will be 
looking at the non-fiction text type of 

Information. This will include looking closely at 

the language structure, the flow of the text and 

the grammatical conventions such as tense, 

person and which word classes are used most 

significantly. We will then use ‘Baba Yaga’s Black 

Geese’ as a basis for our Information writing along 

with other cross-curricular work. 

 

Finally, we shall complete our term with another 

look at some poetry. 

 

 

 

 

Punctuation & Grammar 

 

In addition to our English work, where we focus 

on the text structure of writing, we will also 

spend time developing our punctuation and 

grammar skills. This will be through a 

combination of separate Word Work/Grammar 

lessons as well as activities integrated into our 

main English lessons. 

 

This term we are going to focus on the Verbs 

word class taking time to consider how verbs 

are not only action words but are also used to 

show ‘to have’ and ‘to be’.  During our work we 

will also consider how verbs are used to show 

different tenses of writing and the associated 

spelling rules. 

 

 

 

Class 2 



 

 

Spelling 

 

Throughout the year we shall spend time 

looking at the different spelling rules and 

conventions and integrate these into our 

literacy work.  

 

In addition to this, the children will be issued, 

on a weekly basis, with a set of words to learn 

at home. These words will be tested on the 

following Friday (although occasionally our 

spelling test day might change due to 

circumstances that week). At other times during 
the term we will also have additional assessment 

spelling tests however the words for these tests 

are not published in advance. 

 

Many of the words included in our spelling tests 

come from the national curriculum statutory list 

of words for Year 3&4.  

 

 

 

Maths 

 

Last term we started working on mental 

methods for addition and subtraction. During 

the first week of term we will complete this unit 

and then move onto a written method for 

addition. For those children in Year 3 they will 

look at the Expanded Column Addition (first 

introduced at the end of their time in Year 2). 

This written method is different from the 

conventional method we, as adults, recognise 

from our school days. I would urge you to ask 

your child to demonstrate the method to you 

rather than showing them a different method at 

this point. This is because the expanded method 

also allows the children to learn how addition 

works and not just what to do. This step lays 

the groundwork for the children to become 

more proficient in later years as they can spot 

mistakes in their calculations, estimate more 
accurately and apply methods learnt in the 

following years more easily across new 

situations. 

 

The children in Year 4 will move onto the 

standard compact method and also include 

decimals. 

 

To support your child with their maths work it 

would be fantastic if you could spend time 

verbally reinforcing their number bonds with 

them. One efficient way of practising number 

bonds every day is for your child to add together 

the digits presented on a passing car number 

plate and race you to the answer. This practise is 

essential for ALL children, even those who are 

already capable of number bonding. 

 

Later this term, we will be moving onto mental 

multiplication and division methods along with a 

written multiplication method. 

 

 
Science  

 

Our topic this term for science is Rocks. 

 

Through this topic we will look at the fascinating 

world of rocks and soil. We will undertake some 

experiments on different rocks and understand a 

little of where they come from and why they are 

so important to our lives. 

 

 

History 

The Ancient Egyptians 

 

In this unit, the children will explore who the 

Ancient Egyptians were, what they did, and 

discuss whether Ancient Egypt deserves its 

reputation as one of the most important early 

civilisations. We will study Ancient Egypt in the 

context of three other early civilisations: the 

Shang Dynasty of Ancient China, Ancient Sumer 

and the Indus Valley civilisation. The first session 

introduces all 4 civilisations and supports the 

children in understanding where they were in 

time and place and the common features that 

made them so successful. We will also make 

comparisons with what was happening in Britain 

at the same time to help the children to 

understand why the achievements of the Ancient 

Egyptians should be regarded as so significant.  
 

Targets:  develop the use of historical terms  

 understand how our knowledge of the past is 

constructed from a range of sources  

 address and devise historically valid questions 

about similarity, difference and significance  

 construct informed responses that involve 

thoughtful selection and organisation of 

relevant historical information.  



 

RE 

 

In RE we will continue our unit of work 

entitled Sikhism in Britain.  We will begin by 

reflecting on prior learning.  Last term we 

learnt about the founding of the Sikh faith, the 

symbol of the Sikh faith (the Khanda) and what 

the meaning behind it is.  This term we will find 

out more about the ten Gurus and consider 

the Sikh values of sharing (vand chhakho) and 

service (seva) to others, represented by the 

Langar (kitchen attached to the Gurdwara, 

serving free food to anyone who comes).  We 

will continue to explore other Sikh values and 
think of children’s own values.  Leadership will 

be explored in terms of the leadership of the 

ten gurus.  Finally, we will explore some Sikh 

festivals. 

 

 

 

Computing 

 

Throughout the term we will continue to use 

natterhub and their excellent activities to stay 

focussed on the many different aspects of 

online safety and sensible use of technology. 

 

This term we will base our computing work on 

our literacy story Baba Yaga’s Black Geese. 

Using a mix of live animation, stop-go 

animation and video editing, the children will re

-tell the different scenes of the story using 

characters created from modelling clay. We 

will then use video editing software to compile 

the different scenes into a completed film. 

 

 

 

 

Art/DT 

 

Our topic this term is an ART unit. 

 
In this unit the children will explore texture 

and pattern by developing a range of mark-

making techniques, making and printing with 

textured stamps and drawing ‘flip’ patterns. 

 

 

Music 

 

This half term we will be singing the songs for the 

upcoming Lion King performance with a focus on 

singing in parts.  The class will continue to work 

on aural recognition of familiar rhythm patterns, 

and build up a tool kit of note lengths to create 

their own four beat rhythm patterns. 

 

 

 

Spanish 

 

We will be developing strategies to 

translate and remember words by 
listening to a well-known story – 

Goldilocks and the Three Bears. 

Having sequenced the story and 

learned key phrases, we will 

perform it as drama, taking turns to 

play each role. 

 

 

 

PE 

 

Our planned PE sessions will be yoga on a 

Monday morning, swimming on a Monday 

afternoon and PE on a Thursday afternoon. Please 

ensure your child comes to school wearing their 

PE kit on a Thursday including their trainers and a 

tracksuit / joggers. PE is a statutory, not optional, 

part of the school curriculum and as such every 

step possible must be taken to ensure your child 

can take part. Please note, it would be 

appreciated if PE kit (worn on a Thursday) 

did not include printed / overly colourful t-

shirts or other items of clothing. Plain 

clothing (or PE kit with the school logo) 

would be preferred. Thank you. 

 

In ourTag Rugby unit pupils will learn to keep 

possession of the ball using attacking skills. They 

will play uneven and then even sided games, 

developing strategies and social skills to self-
manage games. Pupils will understand the 

importance of playing fairly and keeping to the 

rules. Pupils will think about how to use skills, 

strategies and tactics to outwit the opposition. 

They will learn how to evaluate their own and 

others’ performances and suggest improvements.  

 

  



 

Yoga 

 

This half term our yoga will focus on our 

emotions and how these can be felt in the body 

and the mind. We will share stories about 

different feelings and explore ways in which our 

bodies can express these emotions and how 

we can help release them. We will continue to 

explore different ways we can use our yoga 

“toolkit” to help us physically, mentally and 

emotionally. Can your child talk about what 

happens in their bodies when they experience 

different feelings andshow you a yoga posture 

that might help with this? 
 

 

 

Relationships and health education 

Similarities and differences: Valuing and 

respecting one another 

 

In this unit the children will start by focusing on 

the importance of respecting others even when 

they are very different from them whether 

physically, in character personality or 

background. Also, if others make different 

choices or have different preferences to our 

own this needs to be respected. We will talk 

about the idea that there are many things that 

make us who we are and that we are similar 

and different to each other in many ways. We 

will focus on how we can value and show 

respect for everyone’s differences. We will 

move on to look at the concept of self-respect 

and what it means to be part of a community. 

Finally, we will look at stereotypes and 

consider how they can be unfair, negative and 

destructive. We will consider how it may feel if 

we do not feel respected or listened to and talk 

about how we can show that we value 

everyone.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Metacognition 

 

Our metacognition unit this term is Wonderful 

Words where we will explore how we should be 

curious about what words mean supported by 

our learning animal Kelly the Kola. The children 

will look at the book The Word Collector’by Peter 

H Reynolds to stimulate discussion with their 

talking partners. They will look at words and 

consider how to sort them in a group and talk 

together about any words that were difficult to 
sort. We will finish by reflecting on how learning 

new words can help us as learners.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assemblies/Thinking Classrooms 

 

We will have a number of assemblies this term on 

the subject of safety/safeguarding: 

 

 Being safe in school 

 A PANTS lesson 

 An NSPCC assembly 

 

We will also focus on our preparation for The Lion 

King production later in the term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lesson 1: Different but equal 

Lesson 2: Our school community 

Lesson 3: Valuing one another and considering 

people’s feelings 




