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Dear Parents 

 

Welcome back to Term Two of the year.  We 

hope you had a lovely holiday and that all of the 

children are raring to go – we are sure that 

they are! 
Mrs James & Mrs Wake 

Class Teachers 

 

English 

 

This term we return to revisit the 

wonderful Russian Folk Tale entitled 

Baba Yaga and the Black Geese.  We 

have learnt this story before some 

years ago when we worked closely 

with Steve Grocott with whom we composed a 

song of the story.  We will be using the song 

again this year. 

 

Baba Yaga is an evil witch who lives in a house 

on chicken legs.  She is a true villain and, 

together with her black geese, seeks to capture 

poor unsuspecting children.  We will use a 

variety of versions of the story including an oral 
version by Adam Guillain, the author. 

 

During the narrative part of the unit we will 

focus on creating settings which the reader can 

imagine, which sound real and has an 

atmosphere.  We will also focus on the plot 

type of quest stories – of which this is one - as 

well as looking at the character of the villain 

within the story.  The children will begin with a 

Cold Write, focussing on the setting at the 

beginning of the story.  At the beginning of 

week 2, Martin Young will, with the children’s 

input, create three different images of three 

different settings within the story.  These will 

assist the children in the future when creating 

writing which the reader can imagine, which 

sounds real and has an atmosphere.  Over the 

course of the unit, the children will analyse 

model texts, create boxed-up plans of the story 

type and together create a settings toolkit 

which will assist the children when completing 

their ‘Hot’ – independent – Write.  Following 

the narrative unit we will move onto working on 

the non-fiction focus of Information.  Like all non-

fiction, information text begins with an 

introduction that explains what the subject 

matter is about, with a ‘hook’ to encourage the 

reader to read on.  Generally the facts are 

‘clumped’ together into sections or paragraphs.  

Each section provides relevant information 

which is usually generalised and written about in 

the present tense.  To write an effective 

information text, the author needs to be an 

expert on the subject, otherwise the 

information will be meagre. 

 
For this reason, the model text will be entitled 

All about Yagas:  the Common Russian Witch.  In 

this way the ‘information’ will be detailed as, 

following the story, everyone has lots of 

knowledge. 

 

The children will analyse this text and create a 

boxed-up plan of the structure of the text and a 

toolkit highlighting the specific language features.  

Once again, the children will use all the ‘tools’ at 

their disposal to create an independent text. 

 

 

Poetry 

 

In the last week of term we will learn the classic 

poem If by Rudyard Kipling.  We will learn how 

to perform the poem as well as analysing the 

structure and meaning.  They will, by the end of 

the unit, recognise that it is an advice poem 

written by Kipling for his son.  The children will 

finally innovate, creating their own ‘If’ 

statements. 

 

 

Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling 

(GPS) 

 

Spelling 

 

Each week we will identify a small group of 

words which are particularly difficult to spell and 

which follow no specific convention.  As well as 

this, we will continue to focus on spelling 

conventions. 

Class 3 



 

Grammar/Punctuation 

 

Most of our grammar and punctuation work 

will arise through the Talk for Writing process, 

but some grammatical terms are taught 

specifically using icons/actions to support.  

These will include:  prepositions, modal verbs, 

passive voice, active voice, determiners, 

(expanded) noun phrases and parenthesis. 

 

 

Reading 

 

We will continue reading our spine book 
Artemis Fowl by Eoin Colfer every day, which 

will also be the basis of some of our book talk 

sessions.  We will continue to focus on all 

reading strands following VIPERS with 

particular focus on inference where children 

will further develop their understanding of 

using evidence to support their point being 

made as well as summarising with the idea of 

bringing the key points of an extract together 

to efficiently sum-up what is being read.  

 

We will also read on a 1:1 basis to check the 

children’s understanding (and motivation to 

read) of their page turners. The children will 

complete another assessment at the beginning 

of the term as well as a 1-minute assessment to 

support us with key areas to further develop. 

Please can you ensure that all children have 

their page turners in school every day.  

 

 

Homework 

 

Thank you for the wonderful half term 

Rainforest project.  We will share them later in 

the week, learning from each other. 

 

Weekly homework activities will continue as 

last term. 

 
 

Maths 

 

Number 

 

Following recent assessments, we will be 

focussing on the following in arithmetic: 

 

 place value 

 short multiplication and division 

 long multiplication and division (Y6) 

 mental maths strategies 

 BODMAS  (Brackets, Other, Division, 

Multiplication, Add, Subtract) 

 cubed numbers 

 percentages 

 x/÷ by 10, 100, 1000 … 

 prime numbers 

 

We will also focus on reasoning questions, 

requiring the identification of the appropriate 

steps.  The White Rose unit of work entitled 

Addition, Subtraction, Multiplication and Division will 
further support the above. 

 

The language of maths will be, as always, given 

the highest importance and by the end of the 

term the expectation will be that the children 

know and understand the following terms:  

integer, factor, common factor, multiple, 

common multiple, divisibility facts, prime 

number, composite number, square number, 

cube number, remainder, quotient, square 

number, cube number, remainder, quotient, 

strategy, operation, inverse operation. 

 

Shape, Space and Measure 

 

This term we will be focussing on perimeter, 

area and volume.  We will learn how to 

measure and calculate perimeter of rectilinear 

shapes (a shape where all sides meet at right 

angles); how to calculate unknown side lengths 

using the information you have been given to 

calculate perimeters; finding the area of 

rectangles and compound shapes where the 

shapes are split up into smaller shapes and the 

area of irregular shapes before moving on to the 

area of triangles and parallelograms.  Finally, we 

will look at what volume is look at the formula (l 

x w x h) for calculating the volume of cuboids.  

 

Science 
 

This term our Science topic is entitled Super 

Scientists.  During this topic the children will 

work scientifically on a variety of quick challenge 

and longer tasks to learn about the different 

ways in which scientists work in the real world.  

This topic looks at the discoveries of famous 

scientists, the methods forensic scientists use 

and the various ways scientists tell others about 

new discoveries. 



Art & Design 

 

In this unit the children will 

develop their skills in design, 

drawing, craft, painting and art 

appreciation; working as a group to design a hat, 

creating zentangle patterns and subsequent 

prints, painting in the style of impressionist 

painters and exploring the piece Nighthawks by 

Edward Hopper. 

 

 

Computing 

 

Class 3 will continue to use the SketchUp CAD 
(computer-aided design) tool to create 

different 3D environments and they will try to 

create a table using specific dimensions.  

 

We will also have a Natterhub online safety 

session entitled: Banter or Bullying? There will be 

occasional homework activities linked to online 

safety which will be set on Natterhub 

throughout the term.  

 

 

History 

 

This term, Class 3 will explore the world of 

The Maya, and debate whether they should 

continue to be remembered today as a 

significant culture.  The children will begin by 

learning about the lives of the Maya today, 

before focusing on ancient Maya architectural 

achievements, their religion and surviving 

writings.  They will also study the possible 

reasons why the Maya city states declined after 

900AD, looking at conspiracy theories and 

considering whether everything they read 

online is reliable. They will consider the issues 

faced when studying a culture where only 

limited types of evidence are available, 

predominantly archaeological evidence. 

 

 
Spanish 

 

We will be developing strategies to 

translate and remember words by 

listening to a well-known story: Little 

Red Riding Hood.  Having sequenced the story 

and learned some key phrases, we will perform 

it as drama, taking turns to play each role. 

Music 

 

This half term we will be focusing on 

performing confidently as a class, with 

expression, control and an understanding of 

how to achieve a quality performance.   The 

children will be reinforcing and consolidating 

singing skills as they work on the songs for the 

upcoming Lion King performance and continuing 

to discuss the musical symbols seen in the 

written music. 

 

 

RE 

 
In RE we will continue our unit of work 

entitled Sikhism in Britain.  We will begin by 

reflecting on prior learning.  Last term we 

learnt about the founding of the Sikh faith, the 

symbol of the Sikh faith (the Khanda) and what 

the meaning behind it is.  This term we will find 

out more about the ten Gurus and consider 

the Sikh values of sharing (vand chhakho) and 

service (seva) to others, represented by the 

Langar (kitchen attached to the Gurdwara, 

serving free food to anyone who comes).  We 

will continue to explore other Sikh values and 

think of children’s own values.  Leadership will 

be explored in terms of the leadership of the 

ten gurus.  Finally, we will explore some Sikh 

festivals. 

  

 

PE 

 

Our planned PE sessions will be yoga on a 

Monday morning, swimming on a Monday 

afternoon and PE on a Thursday afternoon. 

Please ensure your child comes to school 

wearing their PE kit on a Thursday including 

their trainers and a tracksuit/joggers. PE is a 

statutory, not optional, part of the school 

curriculum and as such every step possible 

must be taken to ensure your child can take 

part. Please note, it would be appreciated 
if PE kit (worn on a Thursday) did not 

include printed / overly colourful t-shirts 

or other items of clothing. Plain clothing 

(or PE kit with the school logo) would be 

preferred. Thank you. 

  

In our Tag Rugby unit, pupils will develop key 

skills and principles such as defending, 

attacking, throwing, catching, running and 



dodging.  When attacking, pupils will support the 

ball carrier using width and drawing defence.  

When defending, pupils learn how to tag, how 

to track and slow down an opponent, working 

as a defensive unit.  They will play collaboratively 

in both uneven and then even sided games.  

Pupils will be encouraged to think about how to 

use skills, strategies and tactics to outwit the 

opposition.  They develop their understanding of 

the importance of fair play and honesty while 

self-managing games, as well as developing their 

ability to evaluate their own and others’ 

performances.  

 

 
 

Yoga 

 

We will revisit our understanding of how our 

bodies and minds can work together in yoga and 

recap on our personal yoga toolkits. This book 

is a good place to start and one which we will be 

sharing in class: https://www.goodreads.com/

book/show/41845372-happy  

 

We will begin to look at the different elements: 

fire, earth, water, air, space and how our yoga 

can help us to connect to nature. Can your child 

move in a way that represents a different 

element?  How does this make their body and 

mind feel? 

 

 

 

Relationships and Health Education 

Similarities and Differences 

 

We will begin this unit of work by looking at 

how sometimes people’s online identities can be 

misleading and that communication online 

should follow the same principles of respect as 

any other method of communication within a 

friendship or relationship.  We will then explore 

the risks around online bullying, how to identify 

if they are being bullied and how to get help 
before looking at respecting differences in 

people and celebrating diversity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thinking Classrooms 

 

In our lessons this term we will explore the 

concept of making mistakes.  We will ask: How 

do you feel when you make a mistake?  Is there a 

subject that you make more mistakes in?  How do 

you respond when you make a mistake?  There 

will be time to reflect together on these 

questions before exploring which learning 

powers can help us when we make a mistake.  

The message will be that making mistakes is a 

natural part of the learning process. 

 

 
 

Assemblies 

 

We will have a number of assemblies this term 

on the subject of safety/safeguarding: 

  

· Being safe in school 

· A PANTS lesson 

· An NSPCC assembly 

  

We will also focus on our preparation for The 

Lion King production later in the term. 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/41845372-happy
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/41845372-happy



