
MAIDWELL PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Key Stage 1 (Years 1&2) 
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November/December 2022 

Dear Parents 

 

We hope you have had a lovely half term break 

and would like to welcome you back to the 

second half of the Autumn Term. We have a 

very varied and exciting term planned for your 

child including the preparations and rehearsals 

for The Lion King and a visit to Maidwell Church 

for a mock christening conducted by Rev. 

Watson on Wednesday 2nd November 2022. 

Please wear your own clothes suitable for a 

celebration on that day. 

 

Please contact us if you have any queries 

regarding your child’s learning by emailing the 
class email address which is checked at 9am 

every morning. 

 

 

   

 
Mrs Garley 

Class Teacher 

 

English 
 

Narrative:  This term our 

story is the traditional tale The 

Three Billy Goats Gruff.  We will 

follow our Talk for Writing 

process where we start by 

drawing a story map to allow 

the children to memorise the story. This will be 

embedded through oral activities including 

reciting our text map, role play including 

telephone conversations and story circles 

where the children act out the story.  Martin 

Young will work with the children once more 

to help us to innovate the story by creating new 

illustrations.  Our focus during this work will be 

on description and we will look at model texts 

to help us develop a toolkit for description.  

 

Non-fiction: This term Class One’s non-fiction 

skill focus will be Instructions.  We will link this 

work to our Three Billy Goats Gruff story and 

work on instructions to trick a troll.  The children 

will look at the features of an instruction text by 

hearing, mapping, and reciting a model text 

written to include challenging vocabulary which 

they will investigate with our Never Heard the 

Word Grid.  We will then co-construct a toolkit 

and use this during guided, shared and 

independent writing sessions to support the 

children in producing their own set of instructions 

in our ‘Hot write”.  

 

Poetry: This term we will be learning a new 

poem to perform to allow the children to 

appreciate poems through reciting them of by 

heart.  This term will be Fill the World by Joshua 
Seigal.  We will use our Talk for Writing format of 

mapping the poem and reciting it together before 

innovating by creating our own verse.  

 

 

Grammar 

 

This term, Year One and Two will work on the 

following areas of grammar.  

 
Word Work Sessions – phonics and spelling 

rules 

 

Year 1 children will continue working on the Read, 

Write Inc. phonics scheme Set 3 sounds in our 

daily lessons. All these sounds can be found and 

reviewed on the class 1 phonics padlet.  

 

Children in Year 2 will continue to work on the 

National Curriculum spelling rules in our word 

work lessons. These will be further supported in 
their word builder books, which will be sent home 

with their homework books each week. 

KS1
 

Week Grammar and punctuation focus 

1 Sentence types 

2 Sentence types 

3 Verb tenses - simple past and present 

4 Verb tenses - progressive past and present 

5 Singular and plural 

6 Suffixes 

7 REVIEW 



Homework 

 

Homework will continue to be given out on a 

Friday and needs to be handed in by the 

following Thursday at the latest.  Spelling lists 

and IXL challenges can be accessed via the 

Class One Padlet - https://padlet.com/

MrsGarley/C1.  

 

The word building books need to be completed 

weekly and generally ask children to write a 

short list of words using the sound or spelling 

rule that they have been learning in class.  As 

mentioned in the phonics section of the 

newsletter a supporting video will also be 
available on the Phonics Padlet for Year 1 

children to work through. https://

padlet.com/jgarley1/phonics.  Supporting 

PowerPoints are also available for the Year 2 

spelling rules. 

 

Please continue to listen to your child read 

each day.  Repeated reading of the Read, Write 

Inc programme readers is an important part of 

children embedding their phonic knowledge and 

improving their fluency.  Please continue to 

read the books more than once as it will help 

them to become confident readers.  Your child 

will have a Reading Diary sent home for you to 

record how they are getting on with their 

reading at home which needs sending back to 

school with their reading books EVERY DAY 

as next term we have some new volunteers 

coming in with the children and they will need 

their books to be available in school.  Please 

ensure you record how they have got on 

reading the books to allow us to change them.  

 

Please continue to share the Class Page Turner 

books with your child. Talking together about 

the books helps to develop comprehension 

skills and foster a love of reading.  Blank Page 

Turner postcards will be issued when they 

choose a new title and these will be shared with 

the class. 
 

IXL Maths challenges will be issued for Year 

One and Two. Year Two also need to continue 

to use Times tables Rockstars regularly to 

practise their Times tables.  

 

 

 

Guided Reading 

 

Guided reading sessions will continue for Year 

1 children sounding out correctly and talking 

about their comprehension of the ideas in the 

texts they are studying. The children will read 

books matched to their developing phonic 

knowledge.  These books will also correspond 

with the Read, Write Inc decodable Book Bag 

books sent home for you to read with your 

child. 

 

Year 2 will work on developing their 

comprehension skills throughout the term. 

They will focus on sharing a short chapter book 
and answer oral questions. They will also work 

on developing their written comprehension 

skills.  

 

 

Class Readers 

 

We will continue to listen to a wide range of 

stories in class. 

 

This term the children will be listening to: 

 

The Hodgeheg  

The Tales of Olga Da Polga 

 

Picture Books to share 

Avocado Baby 

Little Red 

One Snowy night 

 

Poetry 

Apes to Zebras 

 

We also use a range of Non-fiction books to 

support and link with all foundation subject 

areas.  

 

 

Handwriting 

 
Year 2 children will continue to work through 

our Nelson handwriting scheme. They will learn 

correct joining techniques and where each 

letter should sit in relation to one another.  

Year 1 will work on developing correct letter 

formation and how to sit their letters on the 

line to the correct size. They will have an 

opportunity to practise this independently in a 

dedicated weekly handwriting session. 

https://padlet.com/MrsGarley/C1
https://padlet.com/MrsGarley/C1
https://padlet.com/jgarley1/phonics
https://padlet.com/jgarley1/phonics


Maths  

 

Year 1 will be working on the following 

areas: 

 

Addition and subtraction within 10 

 

We will continue to use a range of apparatus 

including Numicon, cubes, dienes and tens 

frames to help gain an understanding before 

using visual representations such as part 

whole models and bar models to show our 

knowledge before using number sentences to 

record. We will then work on using simple 

number lines to add and subtract. 
 

 Read and write and interpret mathematical 

statements involving addition (+), 

subtraction (-) and equals (=) signs. 

 Solve one-step problems that involve 

addition and subtraction, using concrete 

objects and pictorial representations and 

missing number problems.  

 

Geometry: properties of shape 

 

 Recognise and name 3D shapes 

 Sort 3D shapes 

 Recognise and name 2D shapes 

 Patterns with 3D and 2D shapes 

 

We will work on the key vocabulary 

associated with addition and subtraction by 

using our Never Heard the Word grids. We 

will co-construct toolkits to help us work on 

addition and subtraction during this work.  

 

Year 2 will be working on the following 

areas : 

 

Number: Addition and subtraction 

 

 solve problems with addition and 

subtraction: using concrete objects and 

pictorial representations, including those 
involving numbers, quantities and measures  

 applying their increasing knowledge of 

mental and written methods  

 recall and use addition and subtraction 

facts to 20 fluently, and derive and use 

related facts up to 100  

 add and subtract numbers using concrete 

objects, pictorial representations, and 

mentally 

 show that addition of two numbers can be 

done in any order (commutative) and 

subtraction of one number from another 

cannot  

 recognise and use the inverse relationship 

between addition and subtraction and use 

this to check calculations and solve missing 

number problems.  

 

Geometry: Shape  

 

 identify and describe the properties of 2-D 

shapes, including the number of sides and line 

symmetry in a vertical line  

 identify and describe the properties of 3-D 
shapes, including the number of edges, 

vertices and faces  

 identify 2-D shapes on the surface of 3-D 

shapes, [for example, a circle on a cylinder 

and a triangle on a pyramid]  

 compare and sort common 2-D and 3-D 

shapes and everyday objects.  

 

 

Times Tables – Year 2 

 

Please encourage your child to continue to 

practise their 2, 5, 10 and 3 times tables as this 

helps improve their fluency in maths and will 

help them when they make the move to Key 

Stage 2.  Using Times Tables Rockstars is a good 

way to practise.  

 

 

Science 

 

This term our science topic is Everyday Materials. 

We will begin by investigating a range of 

materials to consider if they are opaque, 

translucent or transparent. We will then 

complete a range of investigations; considering 

the suitability of materials for a polar 

exploration, to make a boat and a sturdy house 

for the Three Little Pigs. 

 

Targets:  To distinguish between an object and the 

material from which it is made. 

 To identify and name a variety of everyday 

materials, including wood, plastic, glass, 

metal, water and rock. 

 To describe the simple physical properties 

of a variety of everyday materials. 

 To compare and group together a variety of 

everyday materials based on their simple 

physical properties. 



Computing 

 

This term the children will work on a unit 

called We are Game testers where they will be 

exploring how computer games work. They 

will also look at free online games and share 

their favourite games with the class.  

 
Religious Education 

Places in Christianity: What makes a place special 

for Christian people? 

 

We will continue with this unit of work this 

term and reflect on our previous learning 

during a visit to Maidwell Church.  We will be 

welcomed by Rev Watson who will speak to 

us about the special items in the church and 

the purpose they serve and what makes the 

church a sacred place.  We will also take part 

in a mock christening ceremony during the 

visit where the children can wear their best 

clothes and find out about the significance of 

this ritual for Christians.  They will explore 

the concept of how worship makes a 

difference to people’s lives.  

 

 

 

History 

 

Our History unit this term is Bonfire Night and 

The Great Fire of London: Should we still celebrate 

Bonfire Night? Did the Great Fire make London a 

better or worse place? 

 

During this topic the children will explore two 

very different events within the Stuart period.  

First, they will investigate the events of the 
Gunpowder Plot which led to Bonfire Night 

being introduced into the UK calendar. Next, 

they will study the Great Fire of London and 

interpret evidence from the time and 

afterwards to decide if London was improved 

or not. They will also consider historical 

sources and whether they can be considered 

reliable.  

 

RHE 

Similarities and differences: Recognising strengths 

 

During this unit the children will recognise 

similarities and differences between one another 

and celebrate the unique strengths that 

everyone has. They will play Human Bingo to 

recognise how everyone is different and 

complete an I am Special sheet to identify their 

uniqueness. The second lesson focuses on the 

importance of respecting others’ differences. 

Finally, the children will reflect on feelings and 

consider if everyone feels the same way.     

 

Lesson titles: 
 I am special 

 Who I am makes me unique 

 We don’t all feel the same way 

 

 

Metacognition 

Learning to learn 

 

This session uses the book Calvin Can’t Fly by 

Jennifer Berne to explore the learning powers 

and how the different characters use them. It 

explores the value of being a learner and how 

we can encourage others to keep trying to learn 

using the learning power of resilience. 

 

 

DT 

Structures: Constructing a windmill  

 

The children will begin by investigating what a 

windmill is and what purpose they serve. They 

will think about what a structure is and what the 

three main parts of a windmill are. They will 

look at our design criteria and think about how 

their design can meet these.  They will then 

think about how they want to decorate their 

windmill. They will move on to follow 

instructions to cut and assemble the supporting 

structure of their windmill and think about how 

the shape of materials can be changed to 
improve the strength of their structure to 

ensure stability. They will then assemble the 

remaining sections of the windmill and look at 

how the axle will work to make the windmill 

move. Finally, they will evaluate their projects 

and test if the structure is strong and stable. 

 

 

 

Targets:  Describe carefully what happens in computer 

games 

 Use logical reasoning to make predictions of 

what a program will do 

 Test their predictions 

 Be aware of how to use games safely and in 

balance with other activities 



Music 

 

This half term, the class will be singing the 

songs for the upcoming Lion King 

performance.  The children will work on their 

listening skills and focus on starting and 

stopping at the correct times.  They have 

been learning several short rhythmic patterns 

and will be performing these on a variety of 

percussion instruments. 

 

 

 

PE 

 
Our planned PE sessions will be yoga on a 

Monday morning, swimming on a Monday 

afternoon and PE on a Thursday afternoon. 

Please ensure your child comes to school 

wearing their PE kit on a Thursday including 

their trainers and a tracksuit/joggers. PE is a 

statutory, not optional, part of the school 

curriculum and as such every step possible 

must be taken to ensure your child can take 

part.  Please note it would be 

appreciated if PE kit (worn on a 

Thursday) did not include printed/overly 

colourful t-shirts or other items of 

clothing. Plain clothing (or PE kit with 

the school logo) would be preferred.  

Thank you. 

 

Our second unit this academic year will be a 

Gymnastics unit.  

 

In this unit pupils learn to use space safely and 

effectively. They explore and develop basic 

gymnastic actions on the floor and using low 

apparatus. Basic skills of jumping, rolling, 

balancing and travelling are used individually 

and in combination to create movement 

phrases. Pupils are given opportunities to 

select their own actions to build short 

sequences and develop their confidence in 

performing. Pupils begin to understand the use 
of levels, directions and shapes when travelling 

and balancing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yoga 

 

This half term we will re-establishing our yoga 

code and how we interact with each other and 

ourselves in yoga lessons. We will be learning 

the skills needed to fully allow our bodies to 

rest and relax, practicing some new breathing 

techniques to help us in moments of stress.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

Assemblies/Thinking Classrooms 

 

We will have a number of assemblies this term 

on the subject of safety/safeguarding: 

 

 Being safe in school 

 A PANTS lesson 

 An NSPCC assembly 

 

We will also focus on our preparation for The 

Lion King production later in the term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Belongings and Toys from Home 

 

We have always encouraged children not to 

bring toys in from home as experience has 

shown that they can get lost or damaged at 

school and can sometimes be a distraction to 

the children during the school day. If there is a 

particular issue and you feel your child would 

benefit from having a special toy in school to 

help them for a short time, please mention this 

to us. 
 

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 

 



 


