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Dear Parents and Children in Class 2 

 

Welcome back and a Happy New Year; I hope 

you have all had a good Christmas holiday. 

Firstly, Mrs Henson and I would like to 

say a very big thank you for all the 

generous presents and cards that we 

received last term. 

 

Thank you to all those parents who found the 

time to support their child with the Christmas 

Homework Challenge; it really is appreciated. 

Last term, I noticed a decreasing number of 

children who are practising their times-tables 
on a daily basis.  Daily practice is so important 

for the children to embed their tables, especially 

the Year 4 children who will be tackling their 

national DfE times-ables check this year, so I 

urge all of the children in class to set 

themselves a New Year’s resolution with regard 

to their times-tables practice. 

 

You may recall last term I detailed Mrs 

Henson’s planned absence from class for a 

number of weeks. This is now expected to 

happen this term so I would be grateful if you 

could use the school email address in 

preference to the class address during her 

absence.  We will of course endeavour to 

maintain our class routines as much as possible 

but please bear with us and feel free to remind 

me if there is a protracted delay in responding 

to your communication. 

 
Mr Woods 

Class Teacher 

 

English 

 

This term we shall be enjoying a 

book called Smoky Night by Eve 

Bunting.  With this book we will 

work through the stages of 

learning the story and its 

language structure.  Following on from this, we 

will use our understanding of the features of a 

Change story to elaborate on key scenes in the 

book and develop our understanding of dialogue 

in stories – in particular we will look at speech 

punctuation and how to make use of reporting 

clauses and powerful verbs to give further detail 

as the character is speaking. 

 

For the remainder of the term we will be 

looking at the non-fiction text type of Persuasion. 

This will include looking closely at the language 

structure, the flow of the text and the 

grammatical conventions such as tense, person 

and which word classes are used most 

significantly. We will then use Smoky Night as a 

basis for our Persuasion writing along with other 

cross-curricular work. 
 

Finally, we shall complete our term with another 

look at some poetry. 

 

 

Punctuation & Grammar 

 

In addition to our English work, where we focus 

on the text structure of writing, we will also 

spend time developing our punctuation and 

grammar skills. This will be through a 

combination of separate Word Work lessons and 

activities integrated into our main Literacy 

lessons. 

 

During this time we will be looking at the word 

class of Adverbs and how they can be used to 

modify the verb in a sentence and also be used 

to express time. Following on from this, we will 

move onto consolidating our understanding of 

the different short and long vowel sounds, 

including their different spellings, so we can 

appreciate how they affect a word when we add 

a suffix. 

 

 

Spelling 

 

Throughout the year we spend time looking at 

the different spelling rules and conventions and 

integrate these into our English work.  

 

In addition to this, the children are issued, on a 

weekly basis, with a set of words to learn at 

home. These words will be tested on the 

Class 2 
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following Friday (although occasionally our 

spelling test day might change due to 

circumstances that week).  At other times 

during the term we will also have additional 

assessment spelling tests however the words for 

these tests are not published in advance. 

 

The words included in our spelling tests come 

from the national curriculum statutory list of 

words for Year 3&4 along with other high 

frequency words for Year 3&4. 

 

 

Maths 

 
During the next few weeks of this term, we will 

be focussing on developing our written 

multiplication and subtraction methods and 

strengthening our shape and space knowledge 

with particular reference to 2D shapes, regular 

polygons and angles. 

 

For the remainder of the term we will work on 

our knowledge and understanding of fractions 

including interpreting the fraction notation, 

working with unit fractions and finding 

equivalent fractions.  

 

To support your child with their maths work it 

would be fantastic if you could spend time 

verbally reinforcing their number bonds with 

them. One efficient way of practising number 

bonds every day is for your child to add 

together the digits presented on a passing car 

number plate and race you to the answer. This 

practise is essential for ALL children, even those 

who are already capable of number bonding. 

 

 

Science  

 

Our topic this term for science 

is Forces & Magnets. 

 

During this topic we will look at the features of 
a magnet, the different materials that can be 

magnetised and attracted to an existing magnet 

and then move onto looking at the poles of a 

magnet and how they affect a magnet’s 

behaviour. 

We shall also consider where magnets are used 

in real life and how in some cases they are 

extremely important to us. To support their 

learning, it would be useful for your child to 

observe around the house all the uses they can 

find of a magnet. 

 

 

Geography 

Rivers and the Water Cycle 

 

In this unit, the children will be introduced to the 

water cycle and the key concept that as water 

flows downhill it also looks at mountains which 

are the source of many rivers. We will then look 
at how people interact with rivers as well as 

their geographical features. We will look at a 

case study of the River Thames along with 

looking at some of the world’s great rivers and 

mountain environments. 

 

 

RE 

 

This term our topic is entitled Religions in Our 

Community.  During this topic we will explore the 

richness of religious diversity in the UK today, 

ask thoughtful questions about religious diversity 

and explore ideas like respect, sensitivity and 

community cohesion. 

 

 

Computing 

 

Throughout the term we will continue to use 

natterhub and their excellent activities to stay 
focussed on the many different aspects of online 

safety and sensible use of technology. We will 

also be taking part in a number of themed 

activities on Safer Internet Day (Tuesday 7th 

February). This is a national internet safety 

campaign provided by the UK Safer Internet 

Centre (https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/) and 

is used by many schools across the country.    

Targets:  Name and locate some of the UK’s most 
significant rivers and mountains 

  Describe a river and a mountain environment in 
the UK, using appropriate geographical vocabulary 

  Describe the water sequence, using appropriate 
geographical vocabulary 

  Name (some of) the processes associated with 
rivers and mountains 

  Name some of the world’s great rivers and 

mountains 

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/


This term we also continue our live animation 

work, using stop-go animation and video 

editing. The children will be working on re-

telling the different scenes of a story using 

characters created from modelling clay, having 

used static drawn images and video editing last 

term to develop our video editing skills.  

 

 

 

Art/DT 

 

Our focus for our Art/DT work this term is a 

DT unit: Pavilions. 

 
In this unit we will design and build frame 

structures using a variety of techniques and 

materials. Once the frame is complete, we will 

clad our model with an aesthetically pleasing 

material chosen for a desired effect. 

 

 

 

Music 

 

Happy New Year! In the music lessons this 

term, we shall be focusing on the hand signs for 

the solfège system and accompanying several 

melodies with untuned and tuned percussion 

instruments.  This will give us the opportunity 

to focus on the interrelated dimensions of 

music, learning and using several musical terms. 

 

 

 

Spanish 

 

Over the course of this term the children will 

learn vocabulary for days and months.  We will 

learn to say and write the date including the 

year; ask and reply to questions about birthdays 

and link the months to seasons of year. 

 

Year 4 will extend this unit by using verbs,  egI  

On Mondays, I play football. 
 

Year 3 will be introduced to our home learning 

site: Language Angels.   

 

 

 

PE 

 

Our planned PE sessions will be yoga on a 

Monday morning, swimming on a Monday 

afternoon and PE on a Thursday afternoon. Please 

ensure your child comes to school wearing their 

PE kit on a Thursday including their trainers and a 

tracksuit / joggers. PE is a statutory, not optional, 

part of the school curriculum and as such every 

step possible must be taken to ensure your child 

can take part. Please note, it would be 

appreciated if PE kit (worn on a Thursday) 

did not include printed/overly colourful T-

shirts or other items of clothing. Plain 

clothing (or PE kit with the school logo) 
would be preferred. Thank you. 

 

In our Dance unit, pupils focus on creating 

characters and narrative through movement and 

gesture. They gain inspiration from a range of 

stimuli, working individually, in pairs and small 

groups. In dance as a whole, pupils think about 

how to use movement to explore and 

communicate ideas and issues, and their own 

feelings and thoughts. Pupils will develop 

confidence in performing and will be given the 

opportunity to provide feedback and utilise 

feedback to improve their own work. 

  

 

Yoga 

 

 

This term we will start to look at other cultures 

around the world, sharing traditional stories 

linking them to yoga shapes. We will also think 

about World Children’s mental health day in 

February and how yoga can support our physical 

and mental well-being. We will be reminding 

ourselves that we are strong and brave. 

 

 

Relationships and health education 

 

In this unit the children will start by looking at 
what being responsible means and then thinking 

about who and what we can be responsible for. 

We will focus on why it is important to act in a 

responsible way. We will then think about 

personal space and how it differs from person to 

person. Finally, we will look at showing empathy 

towards other people. 

 



 

 

Metacognition 

 

Our metacognition unit this term is Maths 

where the children will explain methods that 

they have used for a maths calculation. They 

will then focus on the monkeys’ learning power 

of continuous improvement to reflect and 

identify ways that a calculation can be improved 
and checked. The children will work with their 

Talking Partners to discuss their thoughts and 

reflect on the activities to help us continuously 

improve in maths.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assemblies 

 

This term we will return to looking at the 

concept of building ‘cultural capital’ through 

exploring famous people through the course of 

history who have influenced, inspired and 

innvoated.   

 

We will begin by reflecting on those we have 

already learnt about.  From Lenny Henry to 

Marcus Rashford, Martin Luther King to Greta 

Thunberg and many more.  We will then move on 

to learning about the following people and finding 

out how they have influenced culture in this 

country and in the wider world: 
 

 Lionel Messi 

 Edward Jenner 

 The Dalai Lama 

 Tim Peake 

 Malala Yousafzai  

 Alexander Fleming 

 David Beckham  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lesson 1: Being responsible 

Lesson 2: Responsibility and personal space 

Lesson 3: Caring and empathy 


