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Dear Parents 

 

Welcome back to a new year at Maidwell.  

Happy 2023 to all!  A great BIG thanks from the 

Class 3 staff for the beautiful gifts received at 

Christmas.  They were greatly appreciated.   

 

We are all looking forward to a busy term 

ahead of us. 
Mrs James & Mrs Wake 

Class Teachers 

 

English 

 

This term’s work is based on the 

memorable and thought-provoking 

picture book entitled Smoky Night.  

We will begin by listening to and 

mapping the content of the story to 

identify its structure and type.  The story is one 

of change – at a variety of levels – and this 

concept will be explored in the coming weeks.  

We will focus on the antagonists(s) within the 

story, exploring possible motives and 

justifications for their actions. 
 

The main focus of the fictional part of the unit 

will be on dialogue.  We will begin with a ‘Cold 

Write’ which will provide valuable information 

with regard to the children’s current attainment 

and will inform planning.  A model text will then 

undergo analysis before a Toolkit of the 

features of Dialogue is co-constructed. 

 

Martin Young will be with us (remotely) next 

Monday and will create additional images which 

will act as a focus for future rich dialogue 

development.  Creating dialogue that sounds 

real, reflects the character and moves action 

forward is one of the more challenging fictional 

skill types.  We will also undertake an analysis 

of change stories, exploring how they work and 

thinking about the moral messages they often 

deliver. 

 

Following this unit, we will then focus on the 

non-fiction text type of Persuasion.  Persuasion 

text is any text designed to persuade the reader 

to think or act in a particular way.  Like most 

non-fiction, persuasion writing begins with an 

introduction to inform the reader what the 

writer is ‘selling’.  This is normally presented as 

a ‘hook’ to encourage the reader to want to 

learn more.  Ordering persuasive text is based 

on the logic of persuasion with a series of points 

building on one viewpoint.  To write an effective 

piece of persuasion, the author needs to have a 

very good eye for the audience and be prepared 

to craft the text accordingly.  The writing will 

link to the fictional story and will include a 
number of forms of persuasive writing to include 

a letter. 

 

Poetry 

 

In the last week of term we will cover the poem 

If by Rudyard Kipling.  All the busyness pre-

Christmas meant we did not cover this poem 

intended for the last week of term.  We will 

learn how to perform the poem as well as 

analysing the structure and meaning.  The 

children will, by the end of the unit, recognise 

that it is an advice poem written by Kipling for 

his son.  The children will finally innovate, 

creating their own ‘If’ statements.  

 

Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling 

(GPS) 

 

Following further assessment, the focus of the 

term’s grammar teaching will be identified.  In 

terms of punctation we will focus on the tricky 

rules surrounding the punctuation of the writing 

of dialogue to include speech marks and line 

breaks for new speakers. 

 

Reading 

 

Our new class spine book is entitled Beetle Boy 

by MG Leonard which we have only just started. 

It is a lovely book about a young boy called 

Darkus whose father mysteriously disappears 

and Darkus is sent to live with his uncle.  It is an 

adventure tale where Darkus makes new friends 

with Bertolt and Virginia as well as a beetle he 

Class 3 



names Baxter. It also introduces a fantastic 

villain named Lucrecia Cutter who has a 

strange taste for ‘creepy’ jewellery.  As always, 

our spine book will be used for lots of in-depth 

book talk discussions as well as the basis for 

further developing our VIPERS skills, in 

particular Inferencing, Explaining and 

Summarising – looking closely at the process of 

PEE (Point, Evidence and Explain).  

 

Page turner check-ins will continue with every 

child to ensure that the book they are reading 

is appropriate and also being enjoyed. Some 

children will also be having reading 

interventions with members of staff to help 
with their fluency and understanding using their 

page turner books so it is really important that 

the books they are reading are suitable for 

them and are in school every day.   

 

 

Maths 

 

Number 

 

This term we will continue to develop 

understanding of short and long multiplication, 

short and long division (introduction to) before 

looking at the order of operations and 

developing mathematical thinking through 

reasoning from known facts.  We will also 

focus on the topic of Fractions.  The 

mathematical language covered will be: 

equivalent fraction, simplifying, common factor, 

simplest form, numerator, denominator, 

simplified fraction, mixed number, integer, 

improper fraction, converting, intervals, 

compare, order, common multiple, unit 

fraction, non-unit fraction. 

 

In the unit of Fractions we will cover the 

following: 

 

 Equivalent fractions and simplifying 

 Equivalent fractions on a number line 
 Compare and order (denominator) 

 Compare and order (numerator) 

 Add and subtract simple fractions 

 Add and subtract any two fractions 

 Add mixed numbers 

 Subtract mixed numbers 

 Multi-step problems 

 

In all of this a secure grasp of times 

tables knowledge is vital. 

Shape, Space and Measure 

 

This term we will finish our work on perimeter, 

area and volume by further developing our 

understanding of working out the area of 

compound shapes and triangles and Year 6 will 

learn how to find the volume of cuboids using 

the formula (l x w x h). We will then move on 

to look at Statistics, in particular drawing, reading 

and interpreting line graphs.  

 

 

 

Science 

 
Our topic this term is entitled 

Let’s Get Moving and is all about forces.  In this 

topic, the children will learn about forces and 

machines.  Starting with the force of gravity, 

they will then study friction forces, including air 

and water resistance before investigating how 

simple machines work.  The scientific language 

we will focus on is as follows: 

 

Gravity, weight, Newton, non-contact, Isaac 

Newton, Galileo, friction, air resistance, water 

resistance force, meter, reliable, lever, spring, 

gear, pulley, balanced, unbalanced, pull, push, 

direction. 

 

 

 

Art 

 

Last term we did not complete the Art topic 

and will therefore cover it this term. 

 

The children will develop their skills in design, 

drawing, craft, painting and art appreciation; 

working as a group to design a hat, creating 

zentangle patterns and subsequent prints, 

painting in the style of impressionist painters and 

exploring the piece Nighthawks by Edward 

Hopper. 

 
 

 

Computing 

 

This term we will be looking at search engines 

and how they work.  The children will be 

looking at developing searching skills to help find 

relevant information on the internet; learning 

how to use search engines effectively to find 

information, focussing on keyword searches and 



evaluating search returns; learning about 

different forms of communication that have 

developed with the use of technology and 

recognising that information on the Internet 

might not be true or correct and learning ways 

of checking validity. 

 

We will also have some Natterhub online 

safety sessions entitled: Looking Out for Each 

Other Online and Search for Skills with 

occasional homework activities linked to online 

safety which will be set on Natterhub 

throughout the term.  

 

 
Geography 

 

This term, Class 3 will be looking at a 

Geography unit entitled Protecting the 

Environment: Are we damaging our world? In this 

unit, the children will consider if we are 

damaging our world and how we can protect it. 

The children will investigate energy production, 

the oceans and minerals, as well as conducting 

an enquiry into how our school can become 

more sustainable. Our Eco Council will come 

in very useful for this topic with helpful tips and 

suggestions on what we can do to further help 

our environment. The children will be set a 

termly project where they are going to create 

their own campaign to raise awareness of 

conservation issues, e.g. the protection of a 

particular endangered animal or of a specific 

habitat. More details to follow.  

 

 

Spanish 

 

This is an intercultural unit where, by using 4 

different friends/characters communicating 

through social media, we look at the wider 

Spanish speaking world. We look at a number 

of different countries where Spanish is spoken 

and we examine and celebrate the similarities 

and differences in the cultures of each of the 
countries. This is a unit that is rich in 

promoting the Spanish speaking world and the 

common values of identity, self, others and the 

greater world outside the classroom. We will  

present longer passages of written and spoken 

Spanish. We will also look at some more 

commonly used Spanish language structures so 

pupils are exposed to more authentic Spanish 

material to improve their linguistic fluency. 

 

Music 

 

Happy New Year! This half term, the children 

will focus on singing confidently in tune and 

with an awareness of dynamics and 

phrasing.  They will use tuned percussion to 

accompany songs, revisiting pentatonic scales, 

drones and ostinato patterns. 

 

 

 

RE 

 

This term our topic is entitled Religions in Our 
Community.  During this topic we will explore 

the richness of religious diversity in the UK 

today, ask thoughtful questions about religious 

diversity and explore ideas like respect, 

sensitivity and community cohesion. 

 

 

 

PE 

 

Our planned PE sessions will be yoga on a 

Monday morning, swimming on a Monday 

afternoon and PE on a Thursday afternoon. 

Please ensure your child comes to school 

wearing their PE kit on a Thursday including 

their trainers and a tracksuit/joggers. PE is a 

statutory, not optional, part of the school 

curriculum and as such every step possible 

must be taken to ensure your child can take 

part. Please note, it would be appreciated 

if PE kit (worn on a Thursday) did not 

include printed/overly colourful t-shirts 

or other items of clothing. Plain clothing 

(or PE kit with the school logo) would be 

preferred. Thank you. 

  

In our Dance unit this term, pupils will focus 

on developing an idea or theme into dance 

choreography. They will work in pairs and 

groups using different choreographing tools to 
create dances e.g. formations, timing, dynamics. 

Pupils will have opportunities to choreograph, 

perform and provide feedback on dance.  

Pupils think about how to use movement to 

convey ideas, emotions, feelings and 

characters. Pupils will show an awareness of 

keeping others safe and will have the 

opportunity to lead others through short 

warm ups. 



Yoga 

 

This term we will be setting some intentions for 

the year ahead for ourselves. We will be 

reminding ourselves that these may change and 

that is ok. We will also think about World 

children’s mental health day and how we can 

support our own mental and physical well being 

through tools such as yoga.  

 

 

 

 

Relationships and Health Education 

Caring and Responsibility 
 

These lessons explore: 

 

 Taking care of myself:  exploring the ways in 

which we can start to take more 

responsibility for self-care and who cares for 

us as we get older 

 

We begin by focussing on the importance of 

recognising our strengths and areas for 

development and caring for ourselves.  We will 

then explore ways of taking on more 

responsibility for our money and finances.  

Finally, we will look at the help and care offered 

during transition to secondary school. 

 

 

Thinking Classrooms 

 

Our unit of work is entitled Ingenious Inventions 

and will explore being curious, continuously 

improving learning, self-improvement and being 

creative. 

 

 

Assemblies 

 

This term we will return to looking at the 

concept of building ‘cultural capital’ through 

exploring famous people through the course of 

history who have influenced, inspired and 

innvoated.   
 

We will begin by reflecting on those we have 

already learnt about.  From Lenny Henry to 

Marcus Rashford, Martin Luther King to Greta 

Thunberg and many more.  We will then move 

on to learning about the following people and 

finding out how they have influenced culture in 

this country and in the wider world: 

 

 Lionel Messi 

 Edward Jenner 

 The Dalai Lama 

 Tim Peake 

 Malala Yousafzai  

 Alexander Fleming 

 David Beckham  


