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Dear Parents 

 

Happy New Year and on behalf of all the Class 

One staff we would like to say thank you for all 

of our lovely gifts.  

 

Welcome back to the new term. As usual, we 

have lots of learning opportunities for your 

child to enjoy. 

 

Please get in touch if you have any queries 

regarding your child’s learning, using the Class 1 

email address which is checked daily between 

9.00-9.15am:  

 
 

 

Mrs Garley 

Class Teacher 

 

English 

 

Narrative 

Our story this term is Babba Yaga’s Black Geese; 

an overcoming the monster story.  We will be 

focussing on developing suspense in our writing 

during this work. The children will follow the 

usual Talk for Writing principles of mapping the 

story to embed the language patterns of the 

text followed by further oral activities including 

role play and acting story circles. We will also 

be using songs which accompany the stories and 

working for a day with Dancing Dave to 

incorporate acting, dance and movement into 

our work. We will work on the challenging 

vocabulary in the story by developing a Never 

Heard the Word Grid. We will then move on 

to develop a suspense toolkit to allow the 

children to develop this aspect of their narrative 

writing. Following this, we will innovate the 

story by changing the characters using new 

images which will be created by our artist 

Martin later in the term.  

 

 
 

Non-fiction 

This term Class One’s non-fiction skill focus will 

be Recount Texts. The children will look at the 

features of a newspaper report based on the 

events of the Baba Yaga story.  We will also work 

on learning challenging vocabulary by compiling a 

Never Heard the Word Grid together. They will 

again learn the text by reciting our text map 

before ‘Cracking the Code’ to find the features of 

this writing type. We will then innovate the text 

before moving on to writing our own newspaper 

reports independently during our ‘Hot Write’.   

 

Poetry 

This term, we will be learning a new performance 
poem to recite by heart to allow the children to 

continue to develop their appreciate of poetry. 

This term’s poem is As the Crow Flies by Leslea 

Newman. 

 

Grammar 

 

This term, Year One and Two will work on the 

following areas: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Word Work Sessions - phonics and spelling 

rules 

 

Year 1 children with our Read, Write Inc. phonics 

scheme by reviewing the Set 3 sounds in our daily 

lessons. All these sounds can be found and 

reviewed on the class 1 phonics padlet.  

 

Children in Year 2 will continue to work on the 

National Curriculum spelling rules in our word 

work lessons. These will be further supported in 

their word builder books, which will be sent home 

with their homework books each week. A 

numbered PowerPoint for each rule can be found 

on the phonics padlet. 

 

KS1
 

Contractions 

Capital letters for I and proper nouns 

Identifying adverbs 

Possessive apostrophes 

Identifying correct punctuation in a sentence 

including reviewing sentence types 

Review of previous weeks 



Guided Reading 
 

Guided reading sessions will continue for Year 

1 children sounding out correctly and talking 

about their comprehension of the ideas in the 

texts they are studying. The children will read 

books matched to their developing phonic 

knowledge.  These books will also correspond 

with the Read, Write Inc decodable Book Bag 

books sent home for you to read with your 

child. 

 

Year 2 will work on developing their 

comprehension skills throughout the term. 

They will focus on sharing a short chapter book 

and answering oral questions. They will also 

work on developing their written 

comprehension skills in a Talk for Reading unit 

of work.  

 

Class Readers 

 

We will continue to listen to a wide range of 

stories in class.  This term the children will be 

listening to: 
 

 Fantastic Mr Fox 

 Arabelle and Mortimer Stories 

 

Picture Books to share 

 Billy and the Dragon 

 Paddington 

 Harry the Happy Mouse 

 Mr Big 

 

Poetry 

 Heard it in the playground – Alan Ahlberg 

 

We also use a range of Non-fiction books to 

support and link with all foundation subject 

areas.  

 

Handwriting 

 

Year 2 children will continue to focus on joins 

using the Nelson handwriting scheme. They will 

learn correct joining techniques and where each 

letter should sit in relation to one another.  

Year 1 will work on presentation of their 

writing, focussing on correct letter formation, 

size and position.  They have an opportunity to 

practise this independently during our Friday 

handwriting lessons and during short daily 

practise sessions before assembly.  

 

Maths  

 

Year 2 

This term, the children will use apparatus and 

our maths toolkits along with visual 

representations to work on their maths 

learning. They will also be using a Talk for 

Maths approach to focus on multiplication. The 

children will be reviewing many of the areas 

covered during Term 1 and 2 relating to place 

value and addition and subtraction across the 

course of this term. This revisiting and frequent 

recall allows mathematical knowledge and 

procedures to become embedded in the long-
term memory and aids mathematical progress.  

 

New areas children will study this term are as 

follows: 

 

Calculating 

 

Multiplication and division  

 Recall and use multiplication and division 

facts for the 2, 5 and 10 multiplication tables, 

including recognising odd and even numbers  

 Calculate mathematical statements for 

multiplication and division within the 

multiplication tables and write them using 

the multiplication (×), division (÷) and equals 

(=) signs 

 Show that multiplication of two numbers can 

be done in any order (commutative) and 

division of one number by another cannot  

 Solve problems involving multiplication and 

division, using materials, arrays, repeated 

addition, mental methods, and multiplication 

and division facts, including problems in 

contexts. 

 

Shape 

 identify and describe the properties of 2-D 

shapes, including the number of sides and 

line symmetry in a vertical line  

 identify and describe the properties of 3-D 
shapes, including the number of edges, 

vertices and faces  

 identify 2-D shapes on the surface of 3-D 

shapes, [for example, a circle on a cylinder 

and a triangle on a pyramid]  

 compare and sort common 2-D and 3-D 

shapes and everyday objects.  



Money 

 recognise and use symbols for pounds (£) 

and pence (p); combine amounts to make a 

particular value  

 find different combinations of coins that 

equal the same amounts of money  

 

 

Times tables 

 

Please continue to encourage your child to 

practise their 2, 3, 5 and 10 times tables at 

home. Timestables Rockstars is a useful 

resource that is set up to allow your child to 

make steady progress in this key area across 
the year. Additionally, counting together in 

jumps of 2, 5 and 10 will help their 

understanding of multiplication and will 

improve their maths fluency.  

 

 

Year 1 

 

Children will be continuing to work on 

developing key number knowledge including 

number bonds to ten and then extending to 

twenty. (Please support this developing 

knowledge at home by asking children to give 

you a number bond for ten or asking them 

what goes with 2 to make ten. This 

knowledge will support them in their maths 

work at school). Additionally, we will be 

reviewing understanding of doubles. 

 

This term we will focus on:  

 3-D shapes [for example, cuboids (including 

cubes), pyramids and spheres].  

 

 

Place value (to 20) 

 Identify and represent numbers using 

objects and pictorial representations 

including the number line and use the 

language of equal to, more than, less than 

(fewer) most least  
 Count in multiples of twos and fives 

 Count to 20 forwards and backwards 

beginning with 0 or 1 or from any number 

 Count read and write numbers to 20 in 

numerals  

 Count to and across 100, forwards and 

backwards 

 Given a number identify one more and one 

less 

 

Subtraction 

 read, write and interpret mathematical 

statements involving subtraction (–) and 

equals (=) signs represent and use number 

bonds and related subtraction facts within 20 

subtract one-digit and two-digit numbers to 

20, including zero solve one-step problems 

that involve subtraction, using concrete 

objects and pictorial representations, and 

missing number problems such as 7 = – 9.  

 

Shape 

 recognise and name common 2-D and 3-D 

shapes, including 2-D shapes [for example, 
rectangles (including squares), circles and 

triangles] 

 

 

 

Science 

 

This term, we will start our new topic, Living 

Things and their Habitats.  During this work we 

will explore the terms living, dead and things 

that have never been alive and the children will 

work scientifically to sort and classify into these 

categories. We will then move on to explore 

habitats and how different habitats are suitable 

for different animals. We will consider different 

types of habitat to include those familiar to us 

and less familiar such as seashore, woodland, the 

ocean and the rainforest. Our hands-on 

investigating will include exploring outside to 

find out what kind of animals live in micro-

habitats within the school grounds.  

 

 

RHE 

Caring and responsibility: Our special people 
 

In this unit the children will be learning about 

the special people in our lives and why they are 

important. They will begin by discussing their 

understanding of what ‘a special person’ means 

Targets:  Explore and compare the differences between things 
that are living, dead and things that have never been 

alive. 

 Identify that most living things live in habitats to 
which they are suited and described how different 
habitats provide for the basic needs of different kinds 

of animals and plants, and how they depend on each 
other. 

 Identify and name a variety of plants and animals in 
their habitats, including micro-habitats.  



and then decide who they will award a special 

person trophy award to. They will discuss why 

they have chosen this person and why they 

are important. We will then look at how our 

special people care for us and keep us safe 

and think about who can help us if we are 

worried or scared. Finally, we will investigate 

ways to keep ourselves and others safe and 

the simple rules that keep us safe in different 

places.  

 
 

Metacognition 

Right or Wrong 
 

This unit introduces children to the concept 

of revising learning in maths to allow us to 

continuously improve. The learning power 

animal focussed on is the monkeys who self-

improve. The children will work with a 

partner to check a prewritten calculation. 

They will review the learning and discuss why 

the mistakes were made and how they can be 

improved.  

 
 

Computing 

Skills Showcase: Rocket to the Moon  

(Donations of boxes for junk modelling will be 

gratefully received)  
 

In this unit the children will plan and make a 

rocket. At the start of the work, they will use 

word processing software to compile a list of 

the materials they will need and discuss the 

materials’ properties. They will then move on 

to designing their rockets using ‘sketchpad’ 

software. They will then work on sequencing 

to focus on the importance of completing 

tasks in the correct order. The children will 

then review all their saved work before 

building their rockets ensuring they use their 

listed materials and instructions precisely. 

Finally, we will launch our rockets on the 

playground and measure how far they have 

travelled.  

 
 

Internet Safety (Natterhub Lessons)  

 

Question it: Online Navigators 

To use keywords in search engines and 

demonstrate how to navigate a simple 

webpage to retrieve information.  

 

Feel it: Sticks and Stones  

To understand the effect our words and actions 

can have on others. 

 

 

 

 

RE 

Special Books – What can we learn from 

stories in different religions? 

 

This unit starts by working on gaining an 

understanding that some books have special 

meanings for people and that this may help 

people to learn or guide them in how to behave. 
We will start by sharing a favourite book with 

each other where we will talk about why it is 

special to us. We will then look at some Aesop’s 

fables stories and talk about the meaning in 

these tales. We will look at special books and 

stories in a range of religions.  

 

 

 

 

Geography 

Journeys: Food – Where does our food come 

from?  

 

This unit will link the everyday experience of 

buying and eating food within the UK with the 

children’s growing geographical understanding of 

the world. This will begin to show the class the 

connections between what we buy, where it 

comes from locally and from the UK and 

beyond. We will start by thinking about the 

types of shops in high streets and supermarkets 

where we buy our food from. We will then 

move on to find out that food comes from 

either plants or animals and gain an 

understanding that food can be changed by 

processing. We will then think about what a 

farmer does and where the animals and plants 

we eat come from. Finally, we will investigate 

traditional foods that originate in the UK.  
 

 

 

Targets:  Identify foods that can be bought on the local high 
street and can identify processed food 

 Understand what cereal crops become and where 

everyday products like milk come from 

 Explain that many different types of food come from 
the different UK regions 



Art 

Art and Design Skills 

 

In this unit of the work, the children will begin 

by making repeating patterns in clay reviewing 

this learning from Term 1. They will move on 

to learn how to weave by threading strips of 

paper to create a weave pattern. They will 

then focus on mixing secondary colours with 

paint and consider which colours work well 

together. They will also explore tones in 

shading and work on pencil control to create 

dark and light tones. Finally, we will work on 

developing our painting skills focussing on 

using a flowing stroke.  
 

 

 

PE 

 

Our planned PE sessions will be yoga on a 

Monday morning, swimming on a Monday 

afternoon and PE on a Thursday afternoon. 

Please ensure your child comes to school 

wearing their PE kit on a Thursday including 

their trainers and a tracksuit/joggers. PE is a 

statutory, not optional, part of the school 

curriculum and as such every step possible 

must be taken to ensure your child can take 

part.  Please note it would be 

appreciated if PE kit (worn on a 

Thursday) did not include printed/overly 

colourful t-shirts or other items of 

clothing. Plain clothing (or PE kit with 

the school logo) would be preferred.  

Thank you. 

 

Our first PE unit this term is Target Games.  In 

this unit pupils will develop their aim using 

both underarm and overarm actions. Pupils 

will be given opportunities to select and apply 

the appropriate action for the target 

considering the size and distance of the 

challenge. They will apply their skills 

individually, in pairs and in small groups and 
begin to organise and self-manage their own 

activities. They will understand the 

importance of abiding by rules to keep 

themselves and others safe. 

 

 

 

 

Yoga 
 

This term will be about focussing on the changes 

around us. Our yoga will link to the different 

patterns and life cycles of animals and plants that 
we see in the Spring time. We will be reminding 

ourselves to show self love and kindness.  
 

 

Music 
 

Happy New Year!  This half term the children 

will focus on playing in time to a beat using a 

v a r i e t y  o f  u n t u n e d  p e r c u s s i o n 

instruments.  They will clap, play and chant 

simple repeated rhythms and continue to follow 

the leader, ensuring they listen carefully and 

enter with their part at the correct time. 

 

 

Homework 
 

Homework will continue to be given out on a 

Friday and needs to be handed in by the 

following Thursday at the latest. Spelling lists and 

IXL challenges can be accessed via the Class 

One Padlet - https://padlet.com/MrsGarley/

C1.  
 

Year 2 will now have an extra weekly challenge 

of a maths sheet to consolidate their learning 

which needs to be handed in on a Friday. Please 

let your child complete these challenges using 

the methods taught in school. Toolkits for the 

methods will be available on the Class 1 padlet.  
 

The word building books need to be completed 

weekly and generally ask children to write a 

short list of words using the sound or spelling 

rule that they have been learning in class. Please 

use the  supporting videos on the Phonics Padlet 

for Year 1 children to work through. https://

padlet.com/jgarley1/phonics.  Supporting 

powerpoints are also available for the Year 2 

spelling rules. 
 

Please continue to listen to your child read each 

day. Repeated reading of the Read, Write Inc 

programme readers is an important part of 

children embedding their phonic knowledge and 

improving their fluency. Please continue to read 

the books more than once as it will help them 

to become confident readers.  Please send in 

reading books EVERY DAY to allow our 

reading volunteers to read with the children. It 

is also important to read the books at home 

even if the children have read them at school.  

https://padlet.com/MrsGarley/C1
https://padlet.com/MrsGarley/C1
https://padlet.com/jgarley1/phonics
https://padlet.com/jgarley1/phonics


 

Please continue to share the Class Page 

Turner books with your child. Talking 

together about the books helps to develop 

comprehension skills and foster a love of 

reading.  Blank Page Turner postcards will be 

issued when they choose a new title and these 

will be shared with the class during Golden 

Book Time on a Friday afternoon. 

 

IXL Maths challenges will be issued for Year 

One and Two. Year Two also need to 

continue to use Times tables Rockstars 

regularly to practise their Times tables.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assemblies 

 

This term we will return to looking at the 

concept of building ‘cultural capital’ through 

exploring famous people through the course of 

history who have influenced, inspired and 

innvoated.   

 

We will begin by reflecting on those we have 

already learnt about.  From Lenny Henry to 

Marcus Rashford, Martin Luther King to Greta 

Thunberg and many more.  We will then move 

on to learning about the following people and 

finding out how they have influenced culture in 

this country and in the wider world: 
 

 Lionel Messi 

 Edward Jenner 

 The Dalai Lama 

 Tim Peake 

 Malala Yousafzai  

 Alexander Fleming 

 David Beckham  

 

 

 

 

 

 


