
MAIDWELL PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Early Years Foundation Stage 

 Curriculum Newsletter 
September/October 2021 

 

Dear Parents 

 

Welcome to the first part of the Autumn Term. 

I hope you have had a lovely summer. We have 

a very varied and exciting term ahead and lots 

of new learning opportunities for your child to 

enjoy.  

 

This term is geared towards settling your child 

into school, ensuring that they have high well-

being and facilitating positive relationships  

between adults and peers through routine. The 

children will have adult-led and child-initiated 

activities throughout the school week.  We are 

sensitive to the individual interests of the  

children, which are used to support their  

learning across all areas of the Early Years 

Foundation Stage Curriculum. This newsletter 

has been divided into the 7 areas of Learning in 

the new EYFS Curriculum and breaks down the 

sub sections to give you an understanding of the 

curriculum requirements in reception.  

 

If you need to get in touch, please use the Class 

1 email address which is checked at 9am  daily: 

 

class1@maidwell.northants.sch.uk   

 
Mrs Garley 

Class Teacher 

 

 

Communication and Language 

Listening, Attention and Understanding Speaking 

 

As Maidwell Primary School is a Talk for Writing 

training school this approach is embedded 

across our curriculum. In Literacy we use it to 

help children learn stories orally along with the 

language patterns they contain. They are then 

able to use this to produce high level writing.  

 

The children will have opportunities to learn 

stories, poems, and non-fiction texts during the 

year.  

We will start this term with a  

story called The Sleepy Bumblebee.  

This story will be told orally  

followed by the creating of a visual 

story map to help the children to 

retell it. The children work with an adult to add 

their ideas for the pictures on the story map to 

ensure they understand it. 

 

The Reception role-play area will reflect the  

setting of the story, with relevant costumes and 

props in order to extend language skills and to 

enable the exploration of new vocabulary through 

play. There will also be opportunities to make 

puppets and act out the story along with role play 
opportunities in our Talk for Writing literacy  

sessions.  

 

As parents, you will be given the opportunity to 

come into school and watch your child engage in 

a Talk for Writing lesson, where we will show you 

a condensed lesson sequence from start to finish 

so that you can ‘see how it works’ for yourselves. 

The dates this term are Tuesday 5th October and 

Wednesday 6th October. The sessions start at 

9.45am and are approximately 30 minutes long. 

You will be able to sign up for this at the parent 

meeting at 6pm on Thursday 9th September at 

6pm.  

 

We hold these parent sessions twice every half 

term.  It is a valuable opportunity for you to see 

how we teach literacy in school, how to support 

your child at home with early writing and you will 

also be able to see marked progress from the 

first session you attend in September to the last 

in July. 

 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional  

Development 

 

The children will work on developing a set of 

Golden Rules at the start of their term to ensure 

everyone understands the class boundaries.  
 

This term we will explore Healthy and Happy 

Friendships by exploring the qualities that make a 

friendship happy.  The children will work on a 

EYFS
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high-quality picture books which we share with 

the children and non-fiction books to support the 

areas of learning in the EYFS curriculum. Book 

Talk sessions encourage children to engage in 

thinking about the stories and start to develop 

their comprehension skills and foster a love of 

reading.  

 

Our ‘Little Reception Library’ helps the children 

to share their special books with their peers and 

the adults. If you have not already sent in your 

child’s books or alternatively the details slip, 

please could you do so to allow us to complete 

setting up the library.  Reading this together is a 

good way for us to get to know the children and 
start us on our mission to develop a love of  

reading which will continue throughout their time 

at Maidwell Primary School.  

 

 

Phonics/Word Reading/Handwriting 

 

This term we will begin our teaching of phonics, 

reading and letter formation. In order to learn 

more about the way in which we teach and to 

enable you to support your child fully at home, 

please attend the curriculum meeting as  

previously mentioned at 6pm on Thursday 9th 

September. 

 

At Maidwell Primary School, we teach  

handwriting by means of the Nelson Handwriting 

Scheme. To ensure that your child experiences 

consistency with home and school learning, 

please take note of the letter formation that this 

scheme uses. This will help us to avoid your child 

spending time ‘unlearning’ alternative letter  

formations when they eventually begin to join 

their letters. 

recipe for a happy friendship and consider acts 

of kindness to show kindness to each other.  

We will move on to look at boundaries in 

friendships and how to feel safe.  Finally, we will 

look at how to deal with friendship issues and 

think about who we can ask for help to resolve 

problems. This work will help the children to 

work and play cooperatively together and form 

positive attachments in their new environment. 

To encourage kindness and cooperation  

between class members, children are awarded 

with kindness leaves. These leaves (made by  

Reception children) have their kind deed  

written on them, are read out and celebrated by 

the whole class and hung on the Class Kindness 
Tree display. 

 

Lesson titles: 

What makes a happy friendship? 

Personal Boundaries 

Worries  

 

The children will also take part in whole school 

assemblies three days a week. The focus this 

term is How to be a super learner which links to 

the ‘Characteristics of Effective Learning’ which 

are prioritised by the EYFS.  Children are  

encouraged to solve problems and work on 

their levels of concentration when trying new 

skills.  

 

The Key Stage 1 Science topic this term is  

Animals Including Humans and where relevant, 

this will be linked to the EYFS curriculum  

allowing your child to experience some of the 

learning opportunities of their older peers.  We 

will investigate how to stay healthy and consider 

how food and exercise contribute to this by  

taking part in physical investigations about 

healthy foods using stories including The Hungry 

Caterpillar and Oliver’s Vegetables.  

 

 

Literacy 

 

Comprehension 

 

The children will develop their comprehension 

skills during their daily Talk for Writing literacy 

lessons using story maps, role play activities and 

Never Heard the Word grids where new  

vocabulary is discussed.  Additionally, they have 

many opportunities to listen to books being 

read aloud across the day.  We have a range of 



 

Spelling 

 

Some words are not phonetically plausible and do 

have to be rote learnt. These words are called 

‘red words’ in the Read, Write Inc phonics 

scheme that we use. We will start working on 

these ‘red words’ each week and will send them 

home for you to practise with your child.   

 

Each week your child and their peers will have 

created an action and an icon to help them  

remember each word and then the five new 

words they learn in class will be sent home for 

you to practise with your child. As the words 
build up it would be beneficial to keep reviewing 

previous words.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mathematics 

 

The children will take part in short, small group 

adult led maths sessions every day when we teach 

your child about number we use, amongst other 

resources, Numicon shapes. The children will 

have opportunities to work with concrete  

apparatus to help them to learn mathematical  

ideas.  

 

The Numicon shapes will be placed in various  

areas of the learning environment to allow  

children to notice and create patterns and match  

corresponding amounts of objects the Numicon 

shapes. This ensures that the children’s learning is 

reinforced throughout their areas of interest. 

 

We also use the White Rose maths scheme and 

linked maths books to ensure your child is work-

ing towards the challenging maths goals set out in 

the Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum.  

 
This term children will: 

 

 Learn to recite number names and learn to 

count to 10 

 Learn the cardinal values of numbers 1-10 

 Explore the Numicon shapes 

 Match the Numicon shapes by colour and 

shape 

Reading 

 

Your child has already brought home a reading 

book and a yellow reading record diary. The 

initial books do not always have words in them 

but please look at and discuss the book with 

your child and sign the reading record. 

 

We use the Read, Write Inc. phonics scheme in 

reception and Year 1.  As your child learns their 

first sounds and moves through the programme, 

they will be given books with the corresponding 

sounds in them to begin the process of learning 

to segment and blend sounds.  You will be  

further informed of how this works in the after-
school parent meeting.  

 

As well as learning to read through the  

programme we aim to develop a love of reading 

through our school Page Turners. These are 

high quality picture books that will be sent 

home with your child each week for you to 

share together. The children also have  

opportunities to revisit and share these books in 

our school book corner. You will also receive a 

further story with a story map showing the way 

we teach stories using the Talk for Writing 

mapping process. This will allow you to read a 

further story with your child and encourage 

them to map and retell it at home.  

 

Writing 

 

Children will have a sentence modelled to them 

every day. The adult will say out loud that they 

are keeping their letters on the lines, using  

finger spaces, capital letters at the start and 

‘pushing their sound buttons’ as they write.  

 

Before long the adult will begin to ‘accidentally’ 

make mistakes such as missing out particular 

sounds or spaces between words and the  

children start to notice these errors and delight 

in telling the adult what has gone wrong.  

 

Children will at first create stories using story 

maps and use their imaginations to change the 

direction of or characters within the narrative. 

They will change the story by adding post it 

notes onto the story maps. They will create tool 

kits for each type of story and use these ‘tools’ 

to improve their oral and written stories. 

 

 



equipment to ensure we are challenging the  

children to develop in these skills. They will be 

given opportunities to work on negotiating space 

and obstacles safely and move in a range of ways.  

 

Fine Motor Skills 

 

The children will have opportunities to develop 

their fine. Motor skills by using a range of small 

tools including scissors, paintbrushes and pencils 

during their free play time and adult-led art  

sessions. They will also focus on developing or 

maintaining an effective pencil grip during hand-

writing practice..  

 
 

PE 

 

Our unit of work on Thursday afternoons this 

term will be Kicking with accuracy to pass 

and shoot.  During this unit the children will be 

working on different techniques that can be used 

to strike a football, either to pass or to shoot. 

This will progress with the children eventually 

deciding which technique is most suitable to pass 

or shoot, depending on the scenario they may 

face themselves in.  We will also work on keeping 

the football under control, and changing our body 

shape when receiving the football from another 

person.  

 

 

 

Expressive Art and Design 

 

Creating with Materials 

 

The children will have access to a range of art 

materials in the indoor and outdoor provision 

including pencils, crayons, pens, craft items such 

as feathers, sequins, googly eyes and larger items 

such as cardboard tubes and boxes for junk  

modelling. They will have opportunities to paint 

indoors and outside on the large easel with 

brushes, rollers and sponges.  
 

The children will work on the KS1 Art topic this 

term which is self-portraits using pencil, paint and 

collage. They will have opportunities to share 

their creations with their peers and talk about 

the processes they have used.  They will also look 

at colour mixing.  

 

 Order the Numicon shapes 

 Start to subitise (recognise quantities without 

counting) up to 5 

 Match and sort 

 Compare amounts 

 Explore pattern 

 

 

Understanding the World  

 

People and communities 

 

The Reception children have the unique  

opportunity to experience the Key Stage 1  

curriculum lessons linked to the play based Early 
Years curriculum. This term, children will be 

learning about celebrations within the Hindu 

religion. This is starting off with a celebration of 

their first day at school where they were each 

presented with a certificate.  

 

In geography, the children will have  

opportunities to gain an understanding of the 

world and UK and meet a travelling mouse 

called William Whiskerson on his tour of  

London and the UK.  

 

 

The Natural World  

 

The children will explore the natural world 

around them by spending time on the school 

field. They will find signs of autumn by making 

observations of the plants around them. They 

will also take part in a bug hunt and draw plans 

and animals in our environment. They will also 

join KS1 to find out about the lifecycle of  

animals.  

 

 

 

Physical Development 

 

Gross Motor Skills 

 

The children will take part in a 30-minute yoga 

session every fortnight with a qualified yoga 

teacher. They will also take part in the weekly 

swimming and PE lessons.  Additionally, they will 

have opportunities to work with our sports 

coach at lunchtime.  We will also focus on gross 

motor skills on a Monday by using our larger 

equipment including the climbing wall, balance 

beams, tunnels and balance bikes along with PE 



 

Homework 

 

Your child will come home with a ‘Busy Bee’ 

book each Friday.  You are welcome to annotate 

what your child has said whilst completing the 

homework or any comments that they have 

made.  This needs to be handed in the following 

Thursday of each week.  The homework  

challenge will be detailed on a sticker in the Busy 

Bee book.  Details of the Maths IXL challenge will 

be posted to the Class One Home Learning  

platform: 

 

 https://padlet.com/MrsGarley/C1  
  

 

Passwords for IXL will be provided at the EYFS 

Parents meeting.  

 

 

Health and Relationships Education 

 

This term we will explore Healthy and Happy 

Friendships by focussing on our existing friendships 

and exploring the qualities that make a friendship 

happy.  The children will work on a recipe for a 

happy friendship and consider acts of kindness to 

show kindness to each other. We will move on 

to look at boundaries in friendships and how to 

feel safe.  Finally, we will look at how to deal with 

friendship issues and think about who we can ask 

for help to resolve problems. 

 

Lesson titles: 

 

 What makes a happy friendship? 

 Personal Boundaries 

 Worries  

 

 

Wall Stars 

 

To celebrate your child’s at-home 

achievements in school, and to 
work in partnership with you, large 

card stars will be placed into your child’s book 

bag for you to write their achievements on.  

These are celebrated with the whole class and 

then displayed on your child’s individual display 

board.  The stars will be given out at the parents’ 

meeting. 

 

The children will also make props and masks for 

role play area including animal masks and pup-

pets for this term’s Talk for Writing stories – 

The Sleepy Bumblebee and Dear Zoo. 

 

 

Being imaginative and expressive  

 

The children will have opportunities to develop 

new stories and narratives during our Talk for 

Writing sessions when they innovate the original 

stories.  They will also have props provided in a 

story basket to help them to retell and adapt 

the story independently. They will sing a range 

of rhymes and songs in the afternoons and will 
map these to allow them to learn and perform 

them. They will have opportunities to move in 

time with music during our Dough Disco  

sessions which are also aimed at improving fine 

motor skills.  

 

The children will join Key Stage 1 to work  

collaboratively with Mrs Enright our music 

teacher on a Wednesday afternoon.  

 

 

 

Technology 

 

Children have computers available to them to 

use freely throughout the day with educational 

programmes relating to maths, reading,  

expressive arts and design and writing. iPads, 

laptops, an interactive white board and  

programmable toys such as bee-bots will also be 

made available to your child with particular 

learning foci at the centre. 

 

 

Music 

 

A very warm welcome from Mrs Enright to the 

children starting in Reception, and I look  

forward to seeing the pupils in Years 1 and 2 

again.  This half term focuses on the  

development of the singing voice, listening skills, 

aural memory and physical skills.  We will use 

words and phrases relating to using voices in 

different ways, for example singing, whispering, 

humming and words relating to singing  

techniques, such as posture.  Discussion and 

games to show the musical elements of high, 

low, quiet, loud, fast and slow will also be  

included. 

https://padlet.com/MrsGarley/C1


 

 

 

Toys from Home 

 

We encourage children not to bring toys in from 

home as experience has shown that they can get 

lost or damaged at school and can sometimes be 

a distraction to the children during the school 

day.  This is except for comforter toys, which 

may aid the transition from home to school par-

ticularly at the start of the school year. 

 

It will, as you can see be a busy and fun packed 

term. 
 

If you have any questions about your child at 

school or the expectations in any area, please 

don’t hesitate to speak to me. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The content of the stars is up to you. It could 

be an area of your child’s independence that you 

are encouraging to promote in them such as 

sleeping in their own bed all night, riding a bike 

without stabilisers or helping to tidy up. 

 

It is also lovely to share special events that have 

taken place in their lives such as a trip to Lego 

Land, a special family member visiting or holding 

an interesting animal at a zoo.  Please write this 

on your child’s star.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


