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Dear Parents and Children in Class 2, 
 

Welcome back.  I hope you have all had a good 

break.  Hopefully the break will have halted the 

Covid outbreak we endured last term. 

 

Since being back in school, I have already had 
the opportunity to listen to all the children 

read.  I have been able to immediately  

appreciate those children who have maintained 

their regular reading over the holiday – so, 

thank you for your support in this. 

 

Please can I remind you that in Class 2 we do 

not use the yellow reading record book as a 

‘communication book’ as in Class 1.  If you need 

to communicate anything to us that does not 

require face to face contact on the playground 

please feel free to use our class email address: 

class2@maidwell.northants.sch.uk.   Please 

note, this email account will not be checked 

constantly throughout the day.  We will only 

check it at the beginning of the day for  

messages relating to your child coming into 

school that day.   Please DO NOT use this 

email address for reporting an absence – this 

must still be done via a telephone call. 

 

If your child has anything to hand into the 

school office it is their responsibility to remove 

it from their book-bag and hand it to an adult 

first thing in the morning.  However, wherever 

possible please send any communication into 

the office electronically using the email address 

bursar@maidwell.northants-ecl.gov.uk. 

 

Finally, I do hope your child is enjoying reading 
their Page Turner at home and that you can  

appreciate the importance of them choosing a 

good quality book to broaden their reading  

repertoire with.  As you are aware, we ask that 

the children in Key Stage 2 submit a book  

report after finishing a Page Turner.  In Class 2 

we envisage this means at least one book  

review per term (half-term).  These book  

reviews are then typed up, printed and  

mounted on display in the classroom around the 

Page Turners book shelf. The children in class 

are then encouraged to read the book reviews 

when next choosing a new Page Turner.  

 

Thank you 

Mr Woods 

Class Teacher 

 

 

English 

 

This term we shall be enjoying a 

story called The Mousehole Cat by 

Antonia Barber. With this story we 

will work through the stages of 

learning the story and its language structure. 

Following on from this, we will use our under-

standing of the features of an Overcoming the 

Monster story to elaborate on key scenes in the 

book and develop our descriptive writing of  

story settings.  In particular we will look at  

describing the two contrasting settings: a  

harbour during a glorious summer day and the 

same harbour being ravaged by a winter storm. 

 

For the remainder of the term we will be  

looking at the non-fiction text type of  

Information. This will include looking closely at 

the language structure, the flow of the text and 

the grammatical conventions such as tense,  

person and which word classes are used most 

significantly. We will then use The Mousehole Cat 

as a basis for our Information writing along with 

other cross-curricular work. 

 

Finally, we shall complete our term with another 

look at some poetry. 

 

 

Punctuation & Grammar 

 

In addition to our English work, where we  

focus on the text structure of writing, we will 

also spend time developing our punctuation and 
grammar skills.  This will be through a  

combination of separate Word Work lessons and 

activities integrated into our main English  

lessons. 
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We will continue to secure our knowledge of 

the four main word classes: Nouns, Verbs,  

Adjectives, Adverbs.  This is something fundamen-

tal to children, particularly in Class 2 and  

although the concept is straight forward, the 

children can often find it difficult to identify the 

word class for a particular word in a sentence. 

In addition to this, we will focus on extending 

our understanding of verbs, their different  

tenses, the To Be and To Have verbs and finally 

using adverbs to support a verb. 

 

 

Spelling 

 
Throughout the year we spend time looking at 

the different spelling rules and conventions and 

integrate these into our English work.  

 

In addition to this, the children are issued, on a 

weekly basis, with a set of words to learn at 

home.  These words will be tested on the  

following Friday (although occasionally our 

spelling test day might change due to  

circumstances that week).  At other times  

during the term we will also have additional  

assessment spelling tests.  However, the words 

for these tests are not published in advance. 

 

The words included in our spelling tests come 

from the national curriculum statutory list of 

words for Year 3&4 along with other high  

frequency words for Year 3&4. 

 

 

Maths 

 

Last term we started working on 

Mental methods for addition and 

subtraction.  During the first week of term we 

will complete this unit and then move onto a 

Written method for addition.  For those children 

in Year 3 they will look at the Expanded  

Column Addition (first introduced at the end of 

their time in Year 2).  This written method is 
different from the conventional method we, as 

adults, recognise from our school days.  I would 

urge you to ask your child to demonstrate the 

method to you rather than showing them a  

different method at this point.  This is because 

the expanded method also allows the children 

to learn how addition works and not just what 

to do.  This step lays the groundwork for the 

children to become more proficient in later years 

as they can spot mistakes in their calculations, 

estimate more accurately and apply methods 

learnt in the following years more easily across 

new situations. 

 

The children in Year 4 will move onto the  

standard compact method and also include  

decimals. 

 

To support your child with their maths work it 

would be fantastic if you could spend time  

verbally reinforcing their number bonds with 

them. One efficient way of practising number 
bonds every day is for your child to add together 

the digits presented on a passing car number 

plate and race you to the answer.  This practice 

is essential for ALL children, even those who are 

already capable of number bonding. 

 

Later this term we will be moving onto mental 

multiplication and division methods along with a 

written multiplication method. 

 

 

Science  

 

Our topic this term for science is Light. 

 

During this topic we will be building on learning 

from previous years to understand further a 

number of key scientific aspects: how shadows 

are created; what a reflection is; how different 

materials create different shadows and different 

reflections; scientific recording using standard 

diagram notation for beams of light and different 

surfaces. 

 

 

Geography 

 

This term our Geography topic is Climate: Why is 

climate important?  The children will be  

introduced to different ways of communicating 
geographical data particularly through different 

styles of maps. They will learn to read weather 

and climate maps and learn how weather and  

climate are generalised into world climate zones. 

The concept of biomes will be explored, each 

with distinctive climate, soil, flora, fauna and  

human activity.  The children will start by  



completing a Never Heard the Word Grid of 

all the technical topic related vocabulary.  This 

will allow them to gain an understanding and 

use terms appropriately. They will then locate 

some of the world’s climate zones on a globe 

or map, name examples and gain an under-

standing of these areas.  They will have  

opportunities to extract geographical data (eg: 

rainfall, temperature, weather, climate/

vegetation zones) from pictorial and graphical 

representations. They will work on describing 

and giving examples of the variety of biomes 

and vegetation belts around the globe. Finally, 

they will identify the world’s hottest, coldest, 

wettest and driest locations.  
 

 

RE 

 

This term we will continue to work on our 

topic entitled Peace.  We will begin by looking 

at a variety of places of peace to include peace 

pagodas, peace gardens and memorials.  We 

will design a peace garden, explore peaceful 

experiences and peaceful stories, learn that  

silence can be an important part of religious 

worship and identify people/groups who work 

for peace. 

 

 

Computing 

 

You may be aware from your child that we had 

a rearrangement of our computing lessons last 

term with Mrs Wake teaching the class for a 

short time.  I will now resume teaching the  

children’s computing lessons and we will con-

tinue with the unit of work Mrs Wake had 

started. Once this is completed we will return 

to the Scratch topic I detailed in my previous 

newsletter where we will be using the coding 

environment Scratch to create an educational 

game. 

 

In addition to this, we will continue to use  
Natterhub for our online safety lessons and we 

will also enjoy a visit from Natterhub  

themselves to deliver one of those lessons. 

 

 

 

Art 

 

This term's focus will be an Art focus with the 

children looking at drawing and printing the  

human form.  

 

 

Music 

 

This half term the children will be developing 

their listening, looking and concentration 

skills.  The focus will be on rhythmic skills with an 

emphasis on rhythms in 4-time, but with a look at 

3-time too.  Along with using the percussion  

instruments and singing songs, the children will 
read and write rhythmic notation.  

 

 

Spanish 

 

We will continue to embed our knowledge of  

vocabulary for clothes and colours, express what 

we like and dislike using the verb gustar, before 

finalising this unit with a grand Spanish fashion 

show. 

 

 

PE 

 

Our planned PE sessions will be yoga on a  

Monday morning, swimming on a Monday  

afternoon and PE on a Thursday afternoon. Please 

ensure your child comes to school wearing their 

PE kit on a Thursday including their trainers and a 

tracksuit / joggers. PE is a statutory, not optional, 

part of the school curriculum and as such every 

step possible must be taken to ensure your child 

can take part. Please note it would be  

appreciated if PE kit (worn on a Thursday) 

did not include printed / overly colourful t-

shirts or other items of clothing. Plain 

clothing (or PE kit with the school logo) 

would be preferred. Thank you. 

 

In our Gymnastics unit, the children will use 
pathways, directions and shapes whilst modifying 

their actions.  Overall, the children will further 

develop their gymnastics skills, whilst being able 

to relate them to strength and flexibility.  We will 

look at specifically which body parts are being 

used when doing this. Finally, the children will 

work on basic gymnastics routines, individually, 

paired and in groups.  



 

Relationships and Health Education 

 

This term’s focus is Identity and Diversity.  We 

will start by considering the importance of  

respecting others regardless of differences in 

character, personality, or backgrounds.  We 

will look at the importance of self-respect and 

how it links to happiness.  We will also  

investigate what a stereotype is and they can be 

unfair, negative or destructive.  We will move 

on to think about ways in which people judge 

each other and finish the unit by focussing on 

respectful relationships.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Metacognition 

 

Our metacognition unit this term is Why? and  

focusses on being curious, continuously  

improving, cooperative learning and self-

improvement.  During the unit the children will 

consider why questions are important and think 

about listening to different opinions.  They will 

consider how they can use what they have 

learned to improve as a learner at the end of the 

unit.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


