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Hopefully you all had an enjoyable – and 

COVID-free half term break.  It would be nice 

to think that we can return to some kind of 

normality in the weeks moving forward after a 

rather dramatic end to the first term.  My 

thanks must go to all staff who pulled together 

gallantly in the face of staff shortage - due to 

COVID infection – and a switch to remote 

learning whilst still teaching those children  

remaining in school.  It was quite a challenge 

and I hope all staff have had the opportunity to  

recharge their batteries.  Many of those children 

self-isolating due to infection/possible infection 

continued to make excellent progress through 

use of natterhub and other online learning  
resources.  For those who were at times too 

unwell to engage, a programme to ensure catch

-up on that missed learning will be delivered by 

Mrs Wake (on a Wednesday) in the coming 

weeks. 

Mrs James & Mrs Wake 

Class Teachers 

 

 

English 

 

This term we will focus our 

work around the wonderful 

tale of The Mousehole Cat,  

written by Antonia Barber and 

beautifully illustrated by Nicola Bayley.  Martin 

Young will be visiting us in week 2 to work 

alongside the children to create innovated  

images which will support the children’s writing 

in the future.  We will focus on the character of 

the helper, who is Mowzer the cat in the story.  

We will also concentrate on the skills focus of 

Creating Setting.  Great setting writing is 

achieved when the reader can imagine the  

scene, the setting seems real and has an  

atmosphere.  We will begin, as usual, with a 

COLD WRITE:  a ‘have a go’ at creating such a 

setting, before analysing a number of model 

texts in order to draw out the features specific 

to such writing.  There will be opportunities to 
work together with the teacher through the 

process of shared writing before the children 

use the ‘tools’ of setting independently.   

 

Following our unit on Settings, we will then 

move on to a unit on the non-fiction text type 

Information.  Information generalises about a  

subject, providing the reader with information 

about the topic.  The skill of information writing 

lies in the ability to make the subject sound  

fascinating yet, at the same time, to provide  

accurate information. 

 

Like all non-fiction, information writing begins 

with an introduction that explains what the  

subject matter is about, hopefully with some 
sort of ‘hook’ to encourage the reader to read 

on.  Generally, facts are ‘clumped’ together into 

sections or paragraphs.  These may have sub-

headings or use topic sentences.  Each section 

provides relevant information.  To write an  

effective report, the author needs to be an  

expert on the subject.  This is why we will build 

the text on the story and use the concept of 

‘faction’ – a mixture of both fact and fiction.  

The children will begin with a COLD TASK  

before analysing the model text entitled The 

Great Storm-Cat and creating both a Boxed-Up 

Plan and Toolkit for information writing.  These 

will then be used to move into the independent 

process. 

 

 

Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling 

 

Grammar 

 

We will continue to focus on all forms of  

punctuation in writing to include brackets,  

dashes, colours, semi-colons etc.  We will look 

at a variety of tenses to include present  

progressive and also focus on clauses to include 

relative clauses. 

 

Spellings 

 
The children will continue to have a weekly 

spelling test on a Friday morning. Every week 

will focus on a new rule and there will be 10 

spelling words that use/include the rule.  As well 

Class 3 



as this, there will be 5 extra spellings from the 

National Curriculum statutory word lists for 

Year 5 and Year 6. If the children do not know 

the meaning of the word, they are always  

encouraged to find it out and write a suitable 

sentence with the word in.  

 

 

Reading 

 

We have just started a new spine book entitled 

The Wolves of Willoughby Chase by Joan Aitken 

which we will read regularly in class with the 

teacher as the reader.  We will also use this 

book as the focus for some of our reading  
sessions where we will discuss different  

extracts in depth and answer questions to help 

with the children’s understanding.  

 

You may have noticed from the reading  

comprehension tasks that have been set for 

homework something called VIPERS questions. 

This is an acronym for the key reading areas 

which the children are taught in order to  

improve their comprehension of texts so it is 

important that you - as their parents - know 

what they stand for:  

 

Vocabulary 

Inference 

Prediction 

Explanation 

Retrieval 

Sequence or Summarise 

 

The 6 domains focus on the comprehension 

aspect of reading and not the mechanics of 

reading: decoding, fluency, expression etc. 

 

We will continue to work on these different 

strands throughout our reading sessions 

through our spine book and other  

comprehensions (a variety of fiction, non-

fiction and poetry).  We will also regularly read 

on a 1:1 basis to check the children’s  
understanding (and motivation to read) of their 

page turners.  The children will complete  

another assessment at the beginning of the 

term as well as a 1-minute assessment to  

support us in which strands/areas to focus on.  

 

 

 

Homework 

 

Every Friday, Class 3 will have a new spelling list 

to learn and some IXL maths activities to embed 

what has been taught throughout the week.  

Regular page turner reading will also be  

expected and we will send out a reading  

comprehension activity for the children to  

complete independently.  The children are  

always encouraged to do a NHTWG as part of 

their comprehension to help support their  

understanding of the text. Class 3 homework 

can be found on the school website or on the 

padlet.  

 
 

Maths 

 

Number 

 

We will continue this term with work on  

Number: the four operations.  Having already 

looked at multiplication and short division, we 

will move on to long division and then focus on 

the following:  factors, common factor,  

common multiples, prime numbers, square and 

cube numbers.  We will end this unit by  

looking at the order of operations, mental  

calculation and estimation and reasoning from 

known facts.  Key to the success of this work is 

a well-developed understanding of the  

mathematical terms above – this will be our 

starting point.  Following this, we will begin a 

unit of work on Fractions.  We will begin by  

revisiting the following: 

 

 recapping in equivalent fractions 

 the simplification of fractions 

 recapping on improper fractions to mixed 

numbers 

 recapping on mixed numbers to improper 

fractions 

 

By the end of the term, we will also have  

covered: 
 

 fractions on a number line 

 comparison and order of fractions by  

focussing on denominator 

 comparison and order of fractions by  

focussing on numerator 

 addition and subtraction of fractions 

 

 



Shape, Space and Measure 

 

This term we will be focussing on converting 

units of measure.  The children will learn to 

read, write and recognise all metric measures 

for length, mass and capacity and choosing  

appropriate units of metric measure in context 

before moving on to converting different 

measures. We will then embed all of these 

skills through a variety of reasoning problems 

for the children to use and apply what they 

have learnt. We will also look at miles and  

kilometres before moving on to imperial 

measures where children will learn about feet, 

inches, pounds, ounces, stone pounds, gallons, 
pints and inches.  

 

 

Science 

 

On our return this term, we will spend at least 

one lesson consolidating our topic on Change of 

State from last term.  The reason for this is to 

ensure that all children are complete in their 

knowledge, whether they had time at home  

during a self-isolation period or not. 

 

We will the move on to the topic entitled Let it 

Shine.  This topic introduces the concept of 

light travelling in straight lines.  It starts by 

looking at beams of light and how light travels 

to enable children to understand how we see 

things.  This understanding is then applied to 

the production of shadows and starts to look 

at how light is reflected.  The topic then takes 

the learning into the realm of coloured light 

and rainbows, using scientific skills to raise and 

answer questions. 

 

 

Computing 

 

We will continue with our computing unit on 

developing an interactive game.  Using Scratch, 

the children will build and edit algorithms for 
simple games. The unit is designed to help  

children develop their skills in writing their 

own algorithms as well as editing and debugging 

existing codes. 

 

We will also have two Natterhub online safety 

sessions entitled: Screen Time and Self-Regulation 

and Getting Help and Reporting Concerns.  There 

will be occasional homework activities linked 

to online safety which will be set on Natterhub 

throughout the term.  

 

 

Geography 

 

This term, Class 3 will be continuing to look at 

the UK, focussing on the regions of the UK, 

discovering how some of these areas have 

changed over time.  They will use the eight 

points of a compass, four- and six-figure grid 

references, symbols and a key to build their 

knowledge of the UK and use fieldwork to  
observe, measure, record and present the  

human and physical features in our local area.  

If you have any old maps of Maidwell,  

surrounding areas and Northamptonshire then 

please send them in to help the children with 

this work.  

 

 

Art 

 

Our focus for this term is drawing and collage. 

The children will look at the work of different 

collage artists and have a go at imitating one of 

their pieces of work before designing and  

creating their own collage - embellishing a  

surface using a variety of techniques, including 

drawing, painting and cutting tools and  

adhesives.  

 

 

Spanish 

 

We will continue to embed our understanding 

of grammar using our vocabulary for clothes. 

Express our opinion about what clothes we 

like and dislike with a reason for our decision.   

 

The unit will culminate with a grand Spanish 

fashion show. 

 
 

Music 

 

This half term the children will continue to  

develop their aural memory and listening 

skills.  They will focus on a few songs and use 

tuned percussion instruments to accompany 

them.  They will be introduced to further  

notation and musical signs, along with some of 

the Italian terms used in music.  



PE 

 

PE will continue on a Thursday.    Our unit this 

term will be Gymnastics.  The class will be 

working on improving their flexibility in certain 

shapes and balances, whilst using more  

explosive movements within their sequences.  

A real focus will be the children collaborating 

with one another to use matching, contrasting 

actions and shapes to develop linking  

sequences that flow efficiently. The children 

will also learn to consider the quality and  

control of their actions.  

 

Please remember the  requirement for  
wearing PE kit all day on a Thursday. 

 

 

 

RE 

 

This term we will continue to work on our 

topic entitled Peace.  We will begin by looking 

at a variety of places of peace to include peace 

pagodas, peace gardens and memorials.  We 

will design a peace garden, explore peaceful 

experiences and peaceful stories, learn that  

silence can be an important part of religious 

worship and identify people/groups who work 

for peace. 

 

 

 

Thinking Classrooms:  Metacognition 

Lessons 

 

This term we will focus on: 

 

 

 

 

Relationships and Health Education 

 

This term we will continue our lessons by  

focussing on Self Worth and the Setting of Goals.  

We will look specifically at the following three 

areas: 

 

 Our strengths and abilities 

 The setting of personal goals 

 Our emotional health and wellbeing 

 

To support this will be the continuation of our 

weekly yoga lessons. 

 

 
 

 

Assemblies 

 

As our assembly schedule was interrupted by 

the COVID situation, we will continue with our 

Thinking Classroom work.  We will reflect on the 

Learning Powers of Kelly the Koala, Emily the 

Elephant and the Monkeys, before  

progressing to Sadie the Squirrel and Albert the 

Armadillo.  Glen Cosens will also be with us for 

Art Day to create the animals for  

display. 

 

 

  Learning Power Focus 

Excuses and avoidance: Being resilient, self-

improvement, reflection, 

co-operative learning, 

being creative, being 

curious and continually 

improving 

My Learning Power: Being curious, continu-

ously improving  

learning, being resilient, 

being creative and self-

improving 



 


