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Dear Parents 

 

Dear Parents,  

 

We hope you have had a lovely half term break 

and would like to welcome you back to the  

second half of the Autumn Term. We have a 

very varied and exciting term ahead including 

our trip to Woburn Safari Park and visits from a 

vet to support our science learning and  

Mrs Elliot to talk about her childhood linking to 

our history topic.  

 

Please get in touch if you have any queries  
regarding your child’s learning by emailing the 

class email address which is checked at 9am 

every morning. 

   
Mrs Garley 

Class Teacher 

 

English 

 

Narrative 

 

This term our story is the traditional tale 

Little Red Riding Hood.  We will follow our 

Talk for writing process where we start 

by drawing a story map to allow the  

children to memorise the story. This will be 

embedded through oral activities including  

stepping out, role play including telephone  

conversations and hot seating and story circles 

where the children act out the story.  Our  

fantastic artist, Martin Young will help the  

children to innovate the story by creating new 

illustrations. Our focus during this work will be 

on endings and we will look at model texts to 

help us develop a toolkit to work on creating 
effective endings to our stories.  

 

Non-fiction:  This term, Class One’s non-

fiction skill focus will be recount. We will link 

this work to Little Red Riding Hood and work 

on producing a newspaper report of the events in 

the story.  The children will look at the features of 

a newspaper recount by hearing, mapping, and  

reciting a model text written to include challenging 

vocabulary which they will investigate with our 

Never Heard the Word Grid.  We will then co-

construct a toolkit and use this during guided, 

shared and independent writing sessions to  

support the children in producing their own  

newspaper report. 

 

Poetry 

 

This term we will be learning a new poem to  

perform to allow the children to appreciate poems 

through reciting them off by heart.  This term will 

be At the Zoo by William Makepeace Thackeray. 

We will use our Talk for Writing format of  

mapping the poem and reciting it together before 

innovating by creating our own verse inspired by 

our safari park visit.   This will allow the children 

to build up a repertoire of poems across the year 

whilst developing their understanding of delivering 

poetry using appropriate intonation.  

 

Grammar 

 

This term, Year One and Two will work on the 

following areas of grammar: 

 

 Sentence types (commands, questions) 

 Sentence types (exclamations, statements) 

 Verb tenses – simple past and present 

 Verb tenses - progressive past and present 

 Singular and plural 

 Suffixes 

 

 

Word Work Sessions – phonics and spelling 

rules 

 

Year 1 children will continue to work through the 

Read, Write Inc phonics programme focussing on 

the next Set 3 sounds. 

 
As previously advised last term, Year 2 will  

continue to review the phonic sounds taught  

during Year 1 to consolidate their learning ready 

for the delayed phonics check which will take 
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place this term. They will move on to  

working on the Year 2 National  

Curriculum spelling rules in place of their daily 

phonics lessons after this check has been 

implemented.  

 

Please continue to review phonics with your 

child using the Homework Word Work  

challenge book.  The videos can be found at 

https://padlet.com/jgarley1/phonics  

This site also offers details of all the phonic 

sounds taught in the Read, Write Inc pro-

gramme. If you have had difficulty in accessing 

this resource please speak to us about it as it is 

important that your child reviews this work at 
home to support their learning. 

 

 

Guided Reading 

 

Guided reading sessions will continue for Year 

1 children sounding out correctly and talking 

about their comprehension of the ideas in the 

texts they are studying.  The children will read 

books matched to their developing phonic 

knowledge.  These books will also correspond 

with the Read, Write Inc decodable Book Bag 

books sent home for you to read with your 

child. 

 

Year 2 will also continue to work through the 

Read, Write Inc programme using books 

matched to their increasing phonic knowledge. 

They will start to develop their expression,  

fluency and comprehensions skills during these 

sessions. They will then move on to reading The 

Queen’s Nose’by Dick King-Smith and will work 

on developing their comprehension skills. 

 

Class Readers 

 

We will continue to listen to a wide range of 

stories in class.  This term the children will be 

listening to: 

 
The Invisible Dog by Dick King-Smith 

George’s Marvellous Medicine by Roald Dahl 

 

Picture Books to share 

Where the Wild Things Are 

Traction man is here 

Three by the sea 

On Sudden Hill 

The Storm Whale 

 

Poetry 

Poems to perform- Julia Donaldson 

 

We also use a range of Non-fiction books to 

support and link with all foundation subject  

areas.  

 
Handwriting 

 

Year 2 children will start to focus on joins using 

the Nelson handwriting scheme.  They will 

learn correct joining techniques and where each 

letter should sit in relation to one another.  

Year 1 will work on presentation of their  

writing, focussing on correct letter formation 

and position. They will have an opportunity to 

practise this independently in a dedicated hand-

writing session. 

 

Maths  

 
Year 1 

 

Addition and subtraction within 10 

 

We will use a range of apparatus including  

Numicon, cubes, dienes and tens frames to help 

gain an understanding before using visual  

representations such as part whole models and 

bar models to show our knowledge before  

using number sentences to record.  

 

 Read and write and interpret mathematical 

statements involving addition (+), subtraction 

(-) and equals (=) signs 

 Solve one-step problems that involve  

addition and subtraction, using concrete  

objects and pictorial representations and 

missing number problems 

 

Number Place Value within 20  

 

 Count forwards and backwards and write 

numbers to 20 in numerals and words 

 Numbers from 11-20 

 Tens and ones 

 Count one more and one less 

 Compare numbers 

 Order numbers 

 

https://padlet.com/jgarley1/phonics


Geometry: properties of shape 

 

Recognise and name 3D shapes 

 Sort 3D shapes 

 Recognise and name 2D shapes 

 Patterns with 3D and 2D shapes 

 

 
Year 2 

 

Number:  Addition and subtraction 

 

 Solve problems with addition and  

subtraction: using concrete objects and  

pictorial representations, including those 

involving numbers, quantities and measures  

 Applying their increasing knowledge of 

mental and written methods  

 Recall and use addition and subtraction 

facts to 20 fluently, and derive and use  

related facts up to 100  

 Add and subtract numbers using concrete 

objects, pictorial representations, and  

mentally 

 Show that addition of two numbers can be 

done in any order (commutative) and  

subtraction of one number from another 

cannot  

 Recognise and use the inverse relationship 

between addition and subtraction and use 

this to check calculations and solve missing 

number problems.  

 

Measurement: Money  
 

 Recognise and use symbols for pounds (£) 

and pence (p); combine amounts to make a 

particular value  

 find different combinations of coins that 

equal the same amounts of money  

 solve simple problems in a practical  

context involving addition and subtraction 

of money of the same unit, including giving 

change  

 

Times Tables – Year 2 

 

Please encourage your child to learn their 2, 

5, 10 and 3 times tables as this helps improve 

their fluency in maths and will help them when 

they make the move to Key Stage 2 maths. 

Using Times Tables Rockstars is a good way 

to practise.  

 

 

Science 

 

We will continue with our science topic Animals 

including humans.  We will review our work on 

how to keep healthy and balanced diets by  

designing and making a healthy salad.  We will 

also review all that we learnt from watching our 

chicks hatch last term and look again at animal 

offspring and lifecycles.  We are also going to be 

visited by a vet who will talk to us about  

carrying for a wide range of animals.  

 

 

RHE 
 

Similarities and differences: Strength, abilities 

and stereotypes 

 

This unit focusses on how we are all different 

and all have our own strengths and abilities. It 

also looks at simple gender stereotypes and  

allows children to recognise and challenge these.  

 

Lesson titles: 

 My strengths and abilities 

 Stereotypes 

 Who’s job? 

 

 

Metacognition 

 

Forward Feedback: both the teacher and the 

learner continuously improving 

 

This unit looks at identifying what makes  

successful feedback from the child to the  

teacher and how this could be improved. The 

children will have opportunities to cooperate 

and discuss their ideas with their peers and  

consider which learning powers they have used.  

 

 

Computing 

 
This term the children will be engaging in a  

computing unit called We Are TV Chefs where 

they will film steps in making a healthy recipe.  

Targets:  Break down a process into clear steps as in an  
algorithm 

 Use an iPad to capture moving images 

 Develop collaboration skills 

 Discuss our work and think about how it could be 
improved 



Religious Education 

 

This term the children will focus on  

Celebrations and Special Times.  We will review 

special times in our lives and consider how 

other people might celebrate these.  We will 

focus on birthday celebrations and then move 

on to looking at the Hindu celebration of  

Diwali.  

 

This term we will be working on our Class 

Nativity which we hope to perform later in 

the term.  The children will gain an under-

standing of how Christmas is special to  

Christians during this work.  
 

 

History 

 

Our history unit this term is My Family History: 

What was life like when our grandparents were 

children?  To help us find out, Mrs Elliott will 

be visiting Class One to tell us about her 

childhood to help us to explore similarities 

and differences between our own lives and 

those in the past.  Areas of focus will be 

school, home, food, toys, holidays, pocket 

money, etc.  This unit will include a home-

work challenge to allow the children to talk to 

grown-ups at home about their experiences.  

If speaking about grandparents is a sensitive 

area for any child please let us know.  

 

 

Music 

 

This half term the children will be focusing on 

changing volume and making loud and quiet 

musical sounds.  They will continue to be  

introduced to the percussion instruments and 

try lots of musical activities to recognise and 

match the beat as well as find rhythmic  

patterns of spoken words.  

 

 
Art 

 

This term we will complete our work on self- 

portraits which was delayed at the end of 

term 1.  The children will use a range of media 

during the term including pencils to sketch, 

paint, pastels and collage materials.  They will 

have opportunities to look at the work of Da 

Vinci, Picasso, Matisse, Klimt, Van Gogh and 

Warhol.  The unit will focus online drawing, the 

use of colour, using a range of materials to make 

collages.  We will use the Talk for Writing  

process of imitation, innovation and independent 

application to create our own portraits in our 

chosen style. We will display these images in 

Class One to decorate the room and build a  

visual representation of our new class  

community  
 

 

PE 

 

Our unit of work on Thursday afternoons this 

term will be Body Management.  The children 

will focus on balance, and ways in which they 

can manage their own bodies.  This will also  

include working on ways to stretch effectively, 

reach and shape their bodies into different  

positions depending on the command given.   

Towards the end of the unit the children will 

work on learning to control their body whilst 

executing specific different movements.  

 
 

PE Kits 

 

Please note the requirement for your child to be 

wearing a PE kit all day on a Thursday. 

 

 

Homework 

 

Homework will continue to be given out on a 

Friday and needs to be handed in by the  

following Thursday at the latest.  Spelling lists 

and IXL challenges can be accessed via the Class 

One Padlet: https://padlet.com/MrsGarley/C1  

Additional homework challenges linked to  

foundation subject lessons may be added to the 

Padlet occasionally.  

 

The word building books need to be completed 

weekly and generally ask children to write a 

short list of words using the phoneme that they 

have been learning in class.  As mentioned in the 

phonics section of the newsletter, a supporting 

video will also be available on the Phonics Padlet 

for your child to work through: https://

padlet.com/jgarley1/phonics.  As mentioned  

previously if there is a particular issue which 

means you have been unable to complete this 

https://padlet.com/MrsGarley/C1
https://padlet.com/jgarley1/phonics
https://padlet.com/jgarley1/phonics


activity please let us know. 

 

Please continue to listen to your child read 

each day. Repeated reading of the Read, 

Write Inc programme readers is an important 

part of children embedding their phonic 

knowledge and improving their fluency.  

Please continue to read the books more than 

once as it will help them to become confident 

readers.  Your child will have a Reading Diary 

sent home for you to record how they are 

getting on with their reading at home which 

needs sending back to school with their read-

ing books.  Please ensure you record how 

they have got on reading the books to allow 
us to change them.  

 

Please continue to share the Class Page 

Turner books with your child.  Talking  

together about the book helps to develop 

comprehension skills and foster a love of 

reading.  Blank Page Turner postcards will be 

issued when they choose a new title.   

 

IXL Maths challenges will be issued for Years 

One and Two.  Year Two also need to  

continue to use Timestables Rockstars  

regularly to practise their Timestables.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Belongings and Toys from Home 

 

We have always encouraged children not to 

bring toys in from home as experience has 

shown that they can get lost or damaged at 

school and can sometimes be a distraction to 

the children during the school day. If there is a 

particular issue and you feel your child would 

benefit from having a special toy in school to 

help them please mention this to us. 
 

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


