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Dear Parents and Children in Class 2, 

 

Welcome back; I hope you have all had a good 

break.  

 

I’d like to take this opportunity to reiterate the 

importance of daily times-tables practising. Times-

tables really need committing to memory so when 

they are being used, children can focus their 

attention on the maths in-hand (i.e. mental division, 

equivalent fractions, written division, …) rather than 

trying to derive a times table answer at the same 

time.  Many children use the different tricks and 

patterns available to help with their times-tables, 

such as the fingers trick for 9s, double 2s for 4s, 

etc… However, these tricks (and also counting on 

fingers) must only be seen as a bridge / learning-aid 

to eventually committing our times-tables to 

memory. 

 

Finally, I do hope your child is enjoying reading their 

current Page Turner at home and that you can 

appreciate the importance of them choosing a good 

quality book to broaden their reading repertoire 

with. As you are aware, we ask that the children in 

Key Stage 2 submit a book report each (half) term. 

If your child did not like their book then please 

encourage them to still write a book review – it is 

just as important to review a book less favourably as 

long as reasons can be given in the review. Equally, if 

your child is reading a longer page turner and has 

not yet completed their reading but they are ready 

to write a review, please feel free to write a review 

of the book so far (but only once they have got 

beyond half way). 

Mr Woods 

Class Teacher 

 

 

 

English 

 

This term we shall be enjoying a traditional story 

called ‘Nasseradeen’s Wife’. Through this story we 

will explore our understanding of the features of a 

Comedy story and the character type of Antagonist. 

We will then use the story and its characters to 

develop further our characterisation writing skills 

including the development of dialogue. 

 

For the remainder of the term we will be looking at 

the non-fiction text type of Recount. This will include 

looking closely at the language structure, the flow of 

the text and the grammatical conventions such as 

tense, person and which word classes are used most 

significantly.  

 

Finally, we shall complete our term with another 

look at some poetry. 

 

 

Punctuation & Grammar 

 

In addition to our Literacy work, where we focus on 

the text structure of writing, we will also spend time 

developing our punctuation and grammar skills. This 

will be through a combination of separate Word 

Work lessons and activities integrated into our main 

Literacy lessons. 

 

During this time we will be securing our grammar 

knowledge by reviewing the results of our recent 

grammar assessments. In addition to this, we will 

consolidate our understanding of the punctuation 

rules for dialogue as part of our characterisation 

work. 

 

 

Spelling 

 

Throughout the year we spend time looking at the 

different spelling rules and conventions and integrate 

these into our literacy work.  

 

In addition to this, the children are issued, on a 

weekly basis, with a set of words to learn at home. 

These words will be tested on the following Friday 

(although occasionally our spelling test day might 

change due to circumstances that week). At other 

times during the term we will also have additional 

assessment spelling tests however the words for 

these tests are not published in advance. 

 

The words included in our spelling tests come from 

the national curriculum statutory list of words for 

Year 3&4 along with other high frequency words for 

Year 3&4. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class 2 



Maths 

 

To start this term, we will be focussing on 

strengthening our rounding skills and refreshing our 

knowledge on Roman Numerals and negative 

numbers.  After this, we will revisit our written 

multiplication method and then move onto written 

division methods. 

 

For the remainder of the term we will work on the 

symmetry of shapes and using & converting 

measures. 

 

As the children in year 4 already know, the national 

times-tables test is now fast approaching.  Only the 

children in year 4 will sit this test this year with the 

current year 3 children then sitting a similar test 

next year when they are in year 4. 

 

It is, therefore, imperative that the children are 

learning and practising their times-tables on a 

regular (daily) basis.  

 

 

 

Science  

 

Our topic this term for science 

is a continuation of the Sun, Earth 

and Moon topic we started last 

term. 

 

In this particularly exciting topic we are studying our 

Solar System, paying close attention to the Sun, 

Earth and Moon.  We will find out some of the facts 

and figures regarding the size and distance between 

these three bodies and look at natural events such 

as day and night time, moon and earth orbits and 

how eclipses occur. 

 

We are also looking forward to a visit from the 

Leicester Space Centre who are coming into school 

to present two workshops relating to our topic. 

 

 

 

Geography 

 

This term our geography topic is Our World: Where 

on Earth are we?  During this unit we will begin to 

understand the Earth better as a sphere, learning to 

rotate it mentally in 3D.  We will explore its 

representation in 2D maps and learn about the 

imaginary lines used (Equator, latitude, longitude, 

tropics and the International Date Line) to pinpoint 

global locations.   

 

 

 

RE 

 

We will continue our topic entitled Values.  We will 

think carefully about values such as love and 

forgiveness and explore the idea that values show in 

what people do and how our values can me people 

happy – or unhappy.  We will then focus on the 

concept of peace and how it is not always easy to 

build.  We will then think of how we could create a 

code for living that would help the world. 

 

 

 

Computing 

 

This term, we shall continue our Computing topic 

using the coding environment Scratch. The National 

Curriculum places a heavy emphasis on children 

learning how to write code and the Scratch 

environment (https://scratch.mit.edu/) is ideal for this. 

During this topic we are working on using Scratch to 

create an educational game. 

 

In addition to this, we will continue to use Natterhub 

for our online safety lessons. 

 

 

 

 

Art/DT 

 

Our focus for our Art/DT work this term is an Art 

unit: Art & Design Skills. 

 

In this unit we will focus on developing our skills of 

shading and tinting by adding colour to a template 

whilst adding a contrasting background. We will also 

take time to develop our observational drawing skills 

and simple craft skills. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Targets:  To understand that flat 2D maps and spherical 3D 
globes all represent the world but in different ways 

 To demonstrate the relationship between maps and 

globes  

 To identify the position of lines of latitude and name 
the Equator, Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn and 

the polar circles, Arctic and Antarctic and the North 
and South Poles 

 To find out about the International Date Line and 
time around the world 

 To describe the significance of latitude and longitude 

and how they are used to describe the location of 
points on the earth’s surface 

https://scratch.mit.edu/


 

Music 

 

This term the children will listen to a variety of 

instruments and discuss the sound quality.  They 

will also discuss the textures of different pieces.  As 

the work on pitch continues, the children will 

develop the ability to sing in tune through sol-fa. 

 

 

 

 

Spanish 

 

The unit for this term is La Familia.  We will learn 

the vocabulary for family members and use it to 

extend our ability to introduce ourselves and 

others. 

 

Having learnt some larger numbers, we will attempt 

some maths in Spanish. 

 

 

 

 

PE 

 

Our planned PE sessions will be yoga on a Monday 

morning, swimming on a Monday afternoon and PE 

on a Thursday afternoon. Please ensure your child 

comes to school wearing their PE kit on a Thursday 

including their trainers and a tracksuit / joggers. PE 

is a statutory, not optional, part of the school 

curriculum and as such every step possible must be 

taken to ensure your child can take part. Please 

note it would be appreciated if PE kit (worn 

on a Thursday) did not include printed/ 

overly colourful t-shirts or other items of 

clothing. Plain clothing (or PE kit with the 

school logo) would be preferred. Thank you. 

 

In our Tag Rugby unit, pupils will learn to keep 

possession of the ball using attacking skills.  They 

will play uneven and then even sided games, 

developing strategies and social skills to self-manage 

games.  Pupils will understand the importance of 

playing fairly and keeping to the rules.  Pupils will 

think about how to use skills, strategies and tactics 

to outwit the opposition.  They will learn how to 

evaluate their own and others’ performances and 

suggest improvements.  

 

  

 

 

 

Thinking Classrooms:   

Metacognition Lessons 

 

Our metacognition unit this term is What do I need to 

know? which focuses on tackling maths by breaking 

down learning into steps.  It encompasses the learning 

powers co-operation, self-improvement and curiosity. 

The children work on a range of maths calculations 

and consider the importance of following sequences 

and embedding prior knowledge to help them to be 

successful.  

 

 

 

Relationships and health education 

 

Families and other relationships: families and 

committed relationship 

 

This unit starts by looking at our different 

relationships and the differences between them and 

moves to consider appropriate behaviours and 

boundaries within relationships. We will identify 

different groups we belong to, and what this means to 

us and consider how it feels to belong to a family.  We 

will describe ways in which families care for each 

other.  Finally, we will identify rules and expectations 

that families might have, and how these show car and 

consider why particular rules are necessary to keep us 

safe and healthy.  

 

 

 

Assemblies 

 

In assemblies we will continue to focus on introducing 

the children to people who have had a significant 

impact on others in a positive way as a result of their 

actions.  This term we will learn about:  Nelson 

Mandela, Esther Rantzen, Lenny Henry, Bob Geldof/

Midge Ure, Leonardo Da Vinci, Neil Armstrong, Bill 

Gates and Stephen Hawking. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


