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Dear Parents,  

 

Welcome back to the second half of the Spring 

term were we have lots of learning to pack in. 

We hope you had an enjoyable half term break.  

 

Please get in touch if you have any queries 

regarding your child’s learning by emailing the 

class email address which is checked at 9am 

every morning: 

 

class1@maidwell.northants.sch.uk   

  
Mrs Garley 

Class Teacher 

English 

 

Narrative 

 

This term our story is called 

Lost and Found - a picture book 

by Oliver Jeffers that I am sure 

many of you will know.  We will turn this book 

into a text map to allow the children to embed 

the structure of this voyage and return story. 
This will be embedded through role play 

activities including telephone conversations, 

freeze-framing scenes, hot seating and acting 

story circle.  Martin Young, our visiting artist, 

will  help us to innovate the story by creating a 

range of new images to support our writing. 

Our focus will be characterisation and to 

support this will look at model texts together 

to find the features of this type of writing 

before ‘having a go’ ourselves.  

 

Poetry 

 

In the second half of the term we will be 

working on poetry.  We will learn our new 

performance poem The Rhythm of Life by 

Michael Rosen and we  will focus on how to 

perform this for an audience, focussing on 

expression and intonation.  We will map the 

poem using our Talk for Writing process to 

help the children to learn it.  

Additionally, we will work with the poem The 

Magic Box by Kit Wright.  We will follow the Talk 

for Writing process to map and learn the poem. 

We will then work collaboratively to innovate the 

poem with new ideas of what could be put into 

our magic box.  Finally, the children will have a go 

at inventing their own poem using this structure, 

 

Grammar 

 

This term, Year One and Two will work on the 

following areas of grammar.  

 

 suffixes (ment, ness er) 

 suffixes (ful, less, ly ) 
 past and present tense (simple) 

 past and present tense (progressive) 

 noun phrases 

 review 

 

Word Work Sessions – phonics and spelling 

rules 

 

Year 1 children will continue to work through the 

Read, Write Inc phonics programme focussing on 

reviewing Set 2 sounds this term whilst building in 

reviews of previously taught Set 3 sounds to 

consolidate their learning.  

 

As previously advised last term, Year 2 will be 

working on the Year 2 National  Curriculum 

spelling rules in place of their daily phonics 

lessons, now that the delayed phonics check has 

been completed. These weekly rules will 

correspond to the weekly spellings sent home and 

a review PowerPoint will be added to the phonics 

Padlet to help you work on these new rules with 

your child to support their word work homework 

challenge.  

 

Please continue to review the phonics or spelling 

rules with your child using the Homework Word 

Work challenge book.  The videos and 

PowerPoints can be found at https://padlet.com/

jgarley1/phonics.  This site also offers details of all 

the phonic sounds taught in the Read, Write Inc 

programme.  If you have had difficulty in accessing 

this resource, please speak to us about it as it is 

important that your child reviews this work at 

home to support their learning. 
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Guided Reading 

 

Guided Reading sessions will continue for Year 

1 children, sounding out correctly and talking 

about their comprehension of the ideas in the 

texts they are studying.  The children will read 

books matched to their developing phonic 

knowledge.  These books will also correspond 

with the Read, Write Inc decodable Book Bag 

books sent home for you to read with your 

child. 

 

Year 2 will complete the Read, Write Inc 

programme Guided Reading books this term 

and will then move to use high quality texts to 
support their developing comprehension skills. 

They will also have opportunities to work on 

comprehension challenge papers and a new 

homework reading comprehension sheet will 

be sent home each week which we will review 

together in school to further develop this 

important skill. 

 

 

Class Readers 

 

We will continue to listen to a wide range of 

stories in class.  Last term we managed to read 

an extra class reader Captain Cat and the 

Treasure Map which we have nearly finished. 

The children loved this story.  

 

This term the children will be listening to: 

 

Captain Cat and the Treasure Map (finishing) 

The Boy Who Grew Dragons 

 

 

Picture Books to share 

 

Not Now Bernard 

Lost and Found 

Billy and the Beast 

 

 
Poetry  

 
Tiger Tiger Burning Bright 

 

We also use a range of Non-fiction books to 

support and link with all foundation subject 

areas.  

Handwriting 

 

Year 2 children will continue to work on their 

joins using the Nelson Handwriting Scheme. 

They will learn the joining techniques and 

where each letter should sit in relation to each 

other.  Year 1 will work on presentation of 

their writing, focussing on correct letter 

formation and position.  They will have an 

opportunity to practise this independently in 

two weekly handwriting sessions. 

 

 

Maths  

 
Year 1 

 

Number and Place Value (within 50) 

 Count to and across 100, forwards and 

backwards, beginning with 0 or 1, or from 

any given number  

 Count, read and write numbers to 100 in 

numerals; count in multiples of twos, fives 

and tens  

 Given a number, identify one more and one 

less  

 Identify and represent numbers using objects 

and pictorial representations including the 

number line, and use the language of: equal 

to, more than, less than (fewer), most, least  

 Read and write numbers from 1 to 20 in 

numerals and words  

 

Measurement  
Compare, describe and solve practical problems 

for:  

 Lengths and heights [for example, long/short, 

longer/shorter, tall/short, double/half]  

 Mass/weight [for example, heavy/light, 

heavier than, lighter than]  

 capacity and volume [for example, full/empty, 

more than, less than, half, half full, quarter]  

 

Year 2 

 

Number: Multiplication and Division 

 Recall and use multiplication and division 

facts for the 2, 5 and 10 multiplication tables, 

including recognising odd and even numbers  

 Calculate mathematical statements for 

multiplication and division within the 

multiplication tables and write them using 

the multiplication (×), division (÷) and equals 

(=) signs  

 



 Show that multiplication of two numbers 

can be done in any order (commutative) 

and division of one number by another 

cannot  

 Solve problems involving multiplication and 

division, using materials, arrays, repeated 

addition, mental methods, and 

multiplication and division facts, including 

problems in contexts 

 

 

Measure: Statistics 

 Interpret and construct simple pictograms, 

tally charts, block diagrams and simple 

tables  
 Ask and answer simple questions by 

counting the number of objects in each 

category and sorting the categories by 

quantity  

 Ask and answer questions about totalling 

and comparing categorical data  

 

 

Geometry- Properties of shapes  

 Identify and describe the properties of 2D 

shapes, including the number of sides and 

line symmetry in a vertical line  

 Identify and describe the properties of 3D 

shapes, including the number of edges, 

vertices and faces  

 Identify 2D shapes on the surface of 3D 

shapes, [for example, a circle on a cylinder 

and a triangle on a pyramid]  

 Compare and sort common 2D and 3D 

shapes and everyday objects.  

 

 

 

Times Tables – Year 2 

 

Again, thank you to those parents who have 

encouraged their child to continue to learn 

their times tables. It is noticeable that this 

supports the children with their maths work. 

Whilst we provide some class time during 
maths lessons to look at times tables and use 

Times Tables Rock Stars, this extra home 

practice really helps to improve fluency.  The 

children need to learn the 2, 10, 5 and 3 times 

tables to help them prepare for the move to 

Key Stage 2.  

 

 

 

Science 

 

This term. we will continue our topic Uses of 

Everyday Materials. We will investigate how the 

shapes of solid objects made from some 

materials can be changed by squashing, bending, 

twisting and stretching them and record our 

results into a table. We will then complete 

science investigations to find the most suitable 

materials to build a boat and a bird feeder taking 

into account the properties of the materials we 

are using. 

 

We will also look at the season of winter and 

observe and describe the associated weather.  
 

 

 

RHE 

 

Families and committed relationships: 

The diversity of families 

 

This unit starts by exploring who the people in a 

family are and the different names people in a 

family might be called.  The children will create 

their own family tree during this work.  We will 

then look at the things that make family 

relationships healthy and happy and think about 

what to do if we feel unhappy or unsafe.  Finally, 

we will look at how families can look different 

to our own. 

 

Lesson titles: 

 Who is in a family?  

 A happy family 

 Families of all kinds 

 

 

 

Metacognition 

 

Learning Ladders  

 

This unit works on explaining how learning can 
be broken down into smaller steps.  The 

learning powers focussed on are concentrating 

and being resilient to encourage children to 

focus on tasks.  It examines how we can be 

stuck in our learning and how this is part of the 

learning journey. The unit gives children the 

opportunity to use learning ladders to break 

down learning into manageable steps.  

 



 

 

Computing 

 

This term’s computing unit is called: ‘We Are 

Collectors’ where the children will use search 

engines to collect pictures of different types of 

animals and then explore ways in which those 

pictures can be organised.  
 

 

Religious Education 

 

This term the children will look at People in 

Christianity: What can we learn from Jesus and St. 

Francis?  We will start by looking at what 

inspiring means and think about our own 

heroes.  We will then think about who Jesus 

was and why the story of his birth is 

important to Christians.  We will investigate 

the things that Jesus did during his lifetime and 

think about why Christians are inspired by 

them.  We will also look at St. Francis and 

make links between beliefs and actions.  

 

 

 

Geography 

 

We will complete our topic People and 

Communities: Where in the world do these 

people live? The children will investigate 

rainforests, dry (and world city locations using 

virtual and imagined journeys to identify 

similarities and contrasts.  

 

 

 

 

 

History 

 

Our history topic this term is The Greatest 

Explorers: Who were the greatest explorers?  In this 

unit the children will investigate the lives and 

journeys of five explorers from various eras: Ibn 

Battuta, Captain Cook, Roald Amundsen, 

Captain Robert Falcon Scott and Sunita 

Williams. They will study an explorer from 

different perspectives, discussing what makes an 

explorer ‘great’ and who might not think that.  

 

DT 

 

During the last week of term we will complete 

our DT unit to make a moving story book.  This 

involves using sliders, wheels and levers.  During 

this work the children will design, assemble and 

evaluate their design.  They will use templates 

and stencils and make model versions to test 

out their ideas.  They will also consider their 

audience before refining their final design.  

 

 

Music 

 

This term the focus will be on 

composition.  The children will create rhythmic 

pieces based on word patterns and use a variety 

of percussion instruments to perform their 

pieces.  They will continue to work on playing 

with different volumes, responding at the 

correct moment and play a variety of pitch 

games. 

 

 

PE 

 
Our unit of work on Thursday afternoons this 

term will be Dance.  The children will explore 

travelling actions, movement skills and balancing.  

They will understand why it is important to 

count to music and use this in their dances. 

Pupils will copy and repeat actions linking them 

together to make short dance phrases.  Pupils 

will work individually and with a partner to 

Targets: In this unit, the children will: 

 Name and locate the world’s seven continents 

 Learn about the human and physical geography of a 

small area in several non-European countries 

 Read images, maps, atlases and globes 

 Ask and answer questions 

 Use basic geographical vocabulary 

Targets:  Find and use pictures on the web 

 Group images on the basis of a binary question 

 Organise images into more than two groups 

according to clear rules 

 Sort images according to some criteria Targets:  To give valid reasons why the explorer is significant 

 To demonstrate an understanding of significance 

 To give a valid reason why one aspect of an 

explorer’s life is particularly important 

 To start to make connections between the 
achievements of different explorers within different 
eras 



create ideas in relation to the theme. Pupils 

will be given the opportunity to perform and 

provide feedback, beginning to use dance 

terminology to do so.  

 

PE Kits 

 

Please note the requirement for your child to 

be wearing a PE kit all day on a Thursday. 

 

 

Homework 

 

Homework will continue to be given out on a 

Friday and needs to be handed in by the 
following Thursday or Friday at the latest. 

Spelling lists, IXL challenges and Year 2 maths 

and comprehension challenge sheets can be 

accessed via the Class One Padlet: https://

padlet.com/MrsGarley/C1.  

Additional homework challenges linked to 

foundation subject lessons may be added to 

the Padlet occasionally.  

 

The word building books need to be 

completed weekly and generally ask children 

to write a short list of words using the taught 

Read, Write Inc. sound or Year 1 Spelling rule 

that they have been learning in class.  As 

mentioned in the phonics section of the 

newsletter a supporting video or PowerPoint 

(Year 2 rules) is available on the Phonics 

Padlet for your child to work through: https://

padlet.com/jgarley1/phonics.   

As mentioned previously, if there is a 

particular issue which means you have been 

unable to complete this activity please let us 

know. 

 

Please continue to listen to your child read 

each day. Repeated reading of the Read, 

Write Inc programme readers is an important 

part of children embedding their phonic 

knowledge and improving their fluency.  

Please continue to read the books more than 
once as it will help them to become confident 

readers.  Your child will have a Reading Diary 

sent home for you to record how they are 

getting on with their reading at home which 

needs sending back to school with their 

reading books.   Please ensure you record 

how they have got on reading the books to 

allow us to change them.  Whilst Year 2 will 

move to more challenging readers they still need 

to practise their reading skills focussing on 

comprehension.  Please try to ask your child 

questions to check their understanding whilst 

listening to them reading.  Working on 

understanding challenging vocabulary, inference, 

prediction and summarising what has happened 

will all help your child improve their 

comprehension skills.  

 

Please also continue to share the Class Page 

Turner books with your child.  Talking together 

about the book helps to develop comprehension 

skills and foster a love of reading.  Blank Page 

Turner postcards will be issued when they 
choose a new title.   

 

Year 2 will continue to receive either a Maths 

Challenge sheet to consolidate their learning or 

a reading comprehension challenge. These will 

be reviewed together in class. 

 

IXL Maths challenges will be issued for Year 

One and Two.  

 

 

Assemblies 

 

In assemblies we will continue to focus on 

introducing the children to people who have had 

a significant impact on others in a positive way 

as a result of their actions.  This term we will 

learn about:  Nelson Mandela, Esther Rantzen, 

Lenny Henry, Bob Geldof/Midge Ure, Leonardo 

Da Vinci, Neil Armstrong, Bill Gates and 

Stephen Hawking. 

 

 

 

 

Belongings and Toys from Home 

 

We have always encouraged children not to 

bring toys in from home as experience has 

shown that they can get lost or damaged at 
school and can sometimes be a distraction to 

the children during the school day. Now we are 

moving into Term 4, it is less likely the children 

will need this extra support but if there is a 

particular issue and you feel your child would 

benefit from having a special toy in school please 

mention this to us. Thank you for your 

cooperation in this matter. 
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