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Dear Parents 

 

Welcome back to the start of the summer term 

and we hope you had a lovely Easter Holiday.  

 

Please read on to find out about all the exciting 

learning planned for this term. KS1 SATs will 

take place for Year 2 children as notified on the 

school newsletter the week commencing 16th 

May 2022.  

 

Please get in touch if you have any queries 

regarding your child’s learning by emailing the 

class email address which is checked at 9am 

every morning: 

 

 class1@maidwell.northants.sch.uk   

 
Mrs Garley 

Class Teacher 

 

 

English 

 

Narrative 
 

This term our story is Hansel and Gretel: a 

picture book by Bethan Woollvin which is an 

alternative take on the classic fairy-tale with 

unique illustrations.  We will turn this book into 

a text map to allow the children to embed the 

structure of the story.  We will then follow the 

Talk for Writing process of using role-play 

activities including telephone conversations, 

freeze framing scenes, hot seating and acting 

story circles. Martin Young our visiting artist 

will help us to innovate the story by creating a 

range of new images to support our writing. 

Our focus will be on settings and to support 

this will look at model texts together to find the 

features of this type of writing before ‘having a 

go’ ourselves.  

 

 

Non- Fiction 

Instructions 

 

We will review what we learnt about instruction 

text writing earlier in the year and we will link this 

work to our Hansel and Gretel fiction work and 

produce a variety of instruction texts linked to 

our story.  We will use model texts to identify the 

features of an instruction text as well as other 

examples in books.  The children will listen to, 

map and recite a model text to help embed the 

structure of this non-fiction writing type.  We will 

also develop a Never Heard the Word Grid to 

locate and define challenging vocabulary. 

 
Poetry 

 

Our performance poem this term is The Four 

Friends by AA Milne. We will use the Talk for 

Writing process to allow us to perform this poem 

off by heart. We will then have a repertoire of 5 

performance poems that have been built up over 

this year.  

 

Grammar 

 

This term, Year One and Two will work on the 

following areas of grammar: 

 

 Use of capital letters 

 Sentence types - focus on command and 

exclamation 

 Possessive apostrophes 

 Past and present tenses 

 Contractions 

 Identifying verbs 

 

Word Work Sessions – phonics and spelling 

rules 

 

Year 1 children will continue to review the Set 2 

and 3 sounds from the  Read, Write Inc phonics 

programme to ensure these are embedded.  

 

Year 2 will continue to work on the Year 2 
National Curriculum spelling rules in place of their 

daily phonics lessons. These weekly rules will 

correspond to the weekly spellings sent home and 

a review PowerPoint will be added to the phonics 
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Padlet to help you work on these new rules 

with your child to support their word work 

homework challenge.  

 

Please continue to review the phonics or 

spelling rules with your child using the 

Homework Word Work challenge book.  The 

videos and PowerPoints can be found at 

https://padlet.com/jgarley1/phonics and the 

Padlet password is Chalkboard1.  This site 

also offers details of all the phonic sounds 

taught in the Read, Write Inc programme. If 

you have had difficulty in accessing this 

resource, please speak to us about it as it is 

important that your child reviews this work at 
home to support their learning.  

 

Guided Reading 

 

Guided reading sessions will continue for Year 

1 children focusing on developing fluency and 

comprehension skills. These books will also 

correspond with the Read, Write Inc decodable 

Book Bag books sent home for you to read 

with your child. 

 

Year 2 will work on comprehension challenge 

papers this term to allow them to improve 

their written comprehension skills.  Supporting 

your child with the fortnightly homework 

comprehension challenge will help them to 

make more progress in this key curriculum 

area.  

 

Class Readers 

 

We will continue to listen to a wide range of 

stories in class.  Last term we managed to read 

two extra Class Readers: The Penguin Who 

Wanted To Find Out’ and The Nothing to See Here 

Hotel’ which we will continue this term.   

 

This term the children will be listening to: 

 

 The Nothing to See Here Hotel 
 Frog and Toad Together 

 Flat Stanley and the Magic Lamp 

 

Picture Books to share 

 

 Dogger 

 Who’s Afraid of the Big Bad Book?  

 The Night Gardener 

 

Poetry  

 

Here’s a Little Poem –  J Yolen 

 

We also use a range of Non-fiction books to 

support and link with all foundation subject 

areas.  

 

Handwriting 

 

Year 2 children will continue to work on their 

joins using the Nelson handwriting scheme. 

They will learn the joining techniques and 

where each letter should sit in relation to each 
other.  Year 1 will work on presentation of 

their writing, focussing on correct letter 

formation and position. They will have an 

opportunity to practise this independently in 

two weekly handwriting sessions. 

 

 

Maths  
 
Multiplication and division  

 

 solve one-step problems involving 

multiplication and division, by calculating the 

answer using concrete objects, pictorial 

representations and arrays with the support 

of the teacher 

 

Fractions 

 

 recognise, find and name a half as one of two 

equal parts of an object, shape or quantity 

 recognise, find and name a quarter as one of 

four equal parts of an object, shape or 

quantity 

 

Year 2 

 

Number 

 

Fractions 

 

 recognise, find, name and write fractions 1/3 , 
1/4, 

2/4 and 3/4 of a length, shape, set of objects 

or quantity 

 write simple fractions for example, 1/2 of 6 = 

3 and recognise the equivalence of 2/4  and ½  
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Geometry: Properties of shapes 

 

 identify and describe the properties of 2-D 

shapes, including the number of sides and 

line symmetry in a vertical line  

 identify and describe the properties of 3-D 

shapes, including the number of edges, 

vertices and faces  

 identify 2-D shapes on the surface of 3-D 

shapes [for example, a circle on a cylinder 

and a triangle on a pyramid]  

 compare and sort common 2-D and 3-D 

shapes and everyday objects.  

 

Geometry: Position and Direction  
 

 Order and arrange combinations of 

mathematical objects in patterns and 

sequences  

 Use mathematical vocabulary to describe 

position, direction and movement, including 

movement in a straight line and 

distinguishing between rotation as a turn 

and in terms of right angles for quarter, half 

and three-quarter turns (clockwise and anti

-clockwise).  

 

Times Tables – Year 2 

 

Please encourage your child to learn their 2, 

3, 5 and 10 times tables.  This knowledge is 

extremely useful to help the children tackle 

their maths and will be essentials as they make 

the move to Key Stage 2.  

 

 

Science 

 

This term our new topic is Plants.  We will 

start by thinking about why plants are 

important to us and collect data to discover 

Class One’s favourite vegetables.  We will 

then move onto observing plants and work in 

groups to label their parts using scientific 

language.  We will investigate in greater depth 

the names of parts of plants such as bark, 

roots, bulbs and think about how we use 

these in different ways.  We will then focus on 

different trees and investigate a range of 

leaves and notice their different shape, 

colours and textures.  We will plant our own 

bean seed and observe its growth and reflect 

on our new knowledge of plant plants during 

this work. Finally, we will find out about 

deciduous and evergreen trees. 

 

 

RHE 

 

Healthy bodies, healthy minds: Staying 

safe and healthy 

 

This unit starts by exploring being healthy 
including our mental health. It then moves on to 

look at how medicines keep us safe when used 

correctly. Finally, we will think about the signs 

that someone is feeling poorly in their mind or 

body and think about what we or others can do 

to help.  

 

Lesson titles: 

Lesson 1:  Healthy Feelings  

Lesson 2:  Staying safe at home 

Lesson 3:  Feeling poorly  

 

 

Metacognition 

 

Introducing Maths Learning Logs 

 

This unit helps children to develop skills in 

explaining their thinking in maths. It also allows 

mistakes and misconceptions to be identified 

and addressed. The learning power animals – 

Albert the Armadillo and the monkeys help to 

focus on being resilient and continuous 

improvement to help reinforce the concept of 

learning from our mistakes.  

 

 

Computing 

 

This term’s computing unit is called: ‘We Are 

Storytellers’ and the children will create a talking 

book that they can share with others. 

Targets:  Use sound recording equipment to record 

sounds 

 Develop skills in saving and storing sounds 

on the computer 

 Develop collaboration skills whilst working 

in a group 

 Share recordings with an audience 

Targets:  Identify an name a variety of comnmon wild and 
garden plants, including deciduous and evergreen 

trees 

 Identify and describe the basic structure of a variety 
of common flowering plants, including trees 



Religious Education 

 

This term the children will look at The Family 

in Judaism: How does being Jewish make a 

difference to family and celebration? We will 

start the unit by reflecting on ways we can 

care for our world and link this to the fact 

that some people express their faith in this 

way. We will find out that Jewish people 

believe that there is one God who created 

everything. We will listen to the Jewish 

creation story and make links to Christianity.  

We will then find out about the Havdalah 

ceremony noting the links to feelings of peace 

and calmness before moving on to the festival 
of Hannukah.   

 

Geography 

 

Our new geography topic this term is 

‘Animals and their habitats: Where do our 

favourite animals live?’ This unit gives a 

geographical context to children’s interests in, 

and prior knowledge of, animals through a 

study of five continents. It looks at pandas, 

penguins, sharks and elephants, as well as 

lesser-known birds, such as the swallow. The 

unit also focuses the children on specific 

landscapes, people and issues associated with 

real places. It starts by showing what these 

animals’ homes are like and addressing 

misconceptions they might have.  

Art 

 

During the last week of term, we will 

complete our Art unit: Sculptures and collage 

with a theme of living things.  We will start by 

making snail sculptures using etching skills 
working on developing our art and design 

skills in using pattern. Next, the children will 

be designing and creating a 3-D model of a 

creature before moving on to creating a 

model using natural materials. Finally, we will 

work together to recreate Louise Bourgeois' 

Maman spider sculpture, the children will plan 

and create the legs and body of the spider. 

Music 

 

I was really impressed with the composition 

work created by the children last term, they 

came up with some fantastic ideas and 

performed their pieces carefully with the 

percussion instruments.  This half term they will 

be developing their ability to identify different 

sounds -  making a variety of sounds with their 

voices, bodies and instruments and exploring 

how these sounds can be changed.  Then, they 

will perform a variety of pieces with their 

selection of sounds, reflecting the mood of the 

chants and songs. 
 

 

PE 

 

In our Fitness unit, pupils will develop their 

understanding of the benefits of exercise and a 

healthy lifestyle on their physical body, their 

mood and their overall health. They will work 

independently, in pairs and small groups to 

complete challenges in which they will 

sometimes need to persevere to achieve their 

personal best.  

 

 

PE Kits 

 

Please note the requirement for your child to be 

wearing a PE kit all day on a Thursday and have 

indoor as well as outdoor trainers. 

 

 

Homework 

 
Homework will continue to be given out on a 

Friday and needs to be handed in by the 

following Thursday or Friday at the latest. 

Spelling lists, IXL challenges and Year 2 maths 

and comprehension challenge sheets can be 

accessed via the Class One Padlet: https://

padlet.com/MrsGarley/C1. The password is 

Maidwell1. Additional homework challenges 

linked to foundation subject lessons may be 

added to the Padlet occasionally.  Please let us 

know if you are having a particular issue with 

completing the homework. 

 

The word building books need to be completed 

weekly and generally ask children to write a 

short list of words using the taught Read, Write 

Targets:  Name and locate the world’s seven continents 

 Describe which of these continents has significant 
hot/cold areas 

 Describe specific human and physical landscapes for 
these continents 

 Use specific place knowledge to describe and 
explain the habitat of a significant animal 
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Inc. sound or Year 1 Spelling rule that they 

have been learning in class. As mentioned in 

the phonics section of the newsletter, a 

supporting video or PowerPoint (Year 2 rules) 

is available on the Phonics Padlet for your 

child to work through: https://padlet.com/

jgarley1/phonics  The password is 

Chalkboard1. As mentioned previously if 

there is a particular issue which means you 

have been unable to complete this activity 

please let us know. 

 

Please continue to listen to your child read 

each day. Repeated reading of the Read, 

Write Inc programme readers is an important 
part of children embedding their phonic 

knowledge and improving their fluency.  

Please continue to read the books more than 

once as it will help them to become confident 

readers. Your child will have a Reading Diary 

sent home for you to record how they are 

getting on with their reading at home which 

needs sending back to school with their 

reading books.  Please ensure you record how 

they have got on reading the books to allow 

us to change them. Whilst Year 2 will move 

to more challenging readers please continue 

to talk to them about the texts to help them 

start to understand challenging vocabulary, 

inference and prediction.  

Please also continue to share the Class Page 

Turner books with your child. Talking together 

about the book helps to develop comprehension 

skills and foster a love of reading.  Blank Page 

Turner postcards will be issued when they 

choose a new title.   

 

Year 2 will continue to receive either a Maths 

Challenge sheet to consolidate their learning or 

a reading comprehension challenge.  

 

IXL Maths challenges will be issued for Year 

One and Two.  

 

 
 

Assemblies 

 

We will continue to find out about people who, 

through their actions, have had a significant 

impact both recently and in the past.   

 

This term in Assemblies we will find out about 

the contributions made by: 

 

 Neil Armstrong 

 Bill Gates 

 Stephen Hawking 

 Margaret Keane 

 Rose Parker 
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