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Dear Parents 

 

Welcome back to the last part of the summer 

term.  We hope you had an enjoyable break. 

This term the children will enjoy the experience 

of ‘shuffling up’ to their next class or year 

group. This allows them to prepare for the 

move up in September.  We are also looking 

forward to our Class1 trip to Holdenby House 

to support our science work focussed on trees 

and plants.  

 

Please get in touch if you have any queries 

regarding your child’s learning by emailing the 

class email address which is checked at 9am 
every morning. 

 

 
Mrs Garley 

Class Teacher 

 

 

English 

 

Narrative 
 

This term our story is the traditional tale of 

Cinderella.  We will start by listening to the 

story and create a Never Heard the Word Grid 

to focus on any unknown vocabulary. We will 

then follow the Talk for Writing process of 

mapping the story to embed its structure.  We 

will use a range of oral role play activities 

including telephone conversations, freeze 

framing scenes and acting story circles.  Martin 

Young, our visiting artist, will help us to 

innovate the story by creating a range of new 

images to support our writing.  Our focus will 

be on openings and description.  We will work 

with a model text to ‘Crack the Code’ to find 

the features of this type of writing. This will 

help us to write our own versions with the 

necessary ingredients for a good story opening 

and description.  

 

 

Non- Fiction:   Instructions 

 

We will review what we learnt about instruction 

text writing earlier in the year and we will link this 

work to our Cinderella fiction work and produce 

a variety of instruction texts linked to our story. 

We will use model texts to identify the features of 

an instruction text as well as other examples in 

books.  The children will listen to, map and recite 

a model text to help embed the structure of this 

non-fiction writing type.  We will also develop a 

Never Heard the Word Grid to locate and define 

challenging vocabulary. 

 

Poetry 
 

Our performance poem this term is The Magic Box 

by Kit Wright. We will use the Talk for Writing 

process to allow us to perform this poem off by 

heart. We will then have a repertoire of 6 

performance poems that have been built up over 

this year.  We will also work on innovating the 

poem and have a go at writing our own version.  

 

 

Grammar 

 

This term, Years 1 and 2 will work on the 

following areas of grammar: 

 

 Word Class Review (nouns, adjectives) 

 Word Class Review (verbs and adverbs) 

 Sentence types 

 Noun phrases 

 The prefix ‘un’ 

 Past and present tenses 

 

 

Word Work Sessions – phonics and spelling 

rules 

 

Year 1 children will continue to review the Set 2 

and 3 sounds from the Read, Write Inc phonics 

programme to ensure these are embedded.  

 

Year 2 will continue to work on the Year 2 

National Curriculum spelling rules in place of their 

daily phonics lessons. These weekly rules will 

correspond to the weekly spellings sent home and 
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a review PowerPoint will be added to the 

phonics Padlet to help you work on these new 

rules with your child to support their word 

work homework challenge.  

 

Please continue to review the phonics or 

spelling rules with your child using the 

Homework Word Work challenge book.  The 

videos and PowerPoints can be found at https://

padlet.com/jgarley1/phonics.  This site also 

offers details of all the phonic sounds taught in 

the Read, Write Inc programme. If you have 

had difficulty in accessing this resource, please 

speak to us about it as it is important that your 

child reviews this work at home to support 
their learning.  
 

 

Guided Reading 

 

Guided reading sessions will continue for Year 

1 children focusing on developing fluency and 

comprehension skills. These books will also 

correspond with the Read, Write Inc decodable 

Book Bag books sent home for you to read 
with your child. 

 

Year 2 will continue to read a novel with a 

focus on expression and fluency as they take 

turns with their peers during these sessions. 

The children will also work on oral 

comprehension questions to check their 

understanding of the text during these lessons. 

These questions will focus on vocabulary, 

inference, prediction, explanation, retrieval and 

summarising.  
 

 

Class Readers 

 

This term the children will be listening to: 
 

 The Boy Who Grew Dragons 

 The Giraffe, the Pelly and Me 

 

Picture Books to share 
 

 Meerkat Mail 

 Emily Brown and the Thing 

 The Last Wolf 

 

Poetry  
 

 Classic Poems 

 

We also use a range of Non-fiction books to 

support and link with all foundation subject 

areas.  

 

 

Handwriting 

 

Year 2 children will continue to work on their 

joins using the Nelson Handwriting Scheme. 

They will learn the joining techniques and 

where each letter should sit in relation to each 

other.  Year 1 will work on presentation of 

their writing, focussing on correct letter 

formation and position. They will have an 

opportunity to practise this independently on a 
Friday afternoon.  

 

 

Maths  
 

Year 1 

 

Place Value  

 
 Count to and across 100, forwards and 

backwards, beginning with 0 or 1, or from 

any given number  

 Count, read and write numbers to 100 in 

numerals; count in multiples of twos, fives 

and tens  

 Given a number, identify one more and one 

less  

 

Money  

 

 Recognise and know the value of different 

denominations of coins and notes  

 

Time  

 

 Sequence events in chronological order using 

language [for example: before and after, 

next, first, today, yesterday, tomorrow, 

morning, afternoon and evening]  

 Recognise and use language relating to dates, 

including days of the week, weeks, months 

and years  

 Tell the time to the hour and half past the 

hour and draw the hands on a clock face to 

show these times. 

 

https://padlet.com/jgarley1/phonics
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Year 2 

 

Geometry: Position and Direction  

 

 Order and arrange combinations of 

mathematical objects in patterns and 

sequences  

 Use mathematical vocabulary to describe 

position, direction and movement, including 

movement in a straight line and 

distinguishing between rotation as a turn 

and in terms of right angles for quarter, half 

and three-quarter turns (clockwise and anti

- clockwise).  

 
Time  

 

 Tell and write the time to five minutes, 

including quarter past/to the hour and 

draw the hands on a clock face to show 

these times  

 Know the number of minutes in an hour 

and the number of hours in a day.  

 

Mass, Capacity and temperature 

 

 Choose and use appropriate standard units 

to estimate and measure mass (kg/g); 

temperature (°C); capacity (litres/ml) to 

the nearest appropriate unit, using scales, 

thermometers and measuring vessels  

 Compare and order mass, volume/capacity 

and record the results using >, < and =  

 

 

Times Tables – Year 2 

 

Please encourage your child to learn their 2, 

3, 5 and 10 times tables.  This knowledge is 

extremely useful to help the children tackle 

their maths and will be essentials as they make 

the move to Key Stage 2  

 

 

Science 
 

This term we will continue with our Plants 

topic.  We will consolidate our knowledge of 

the parts of a plant and review the technical 

language learnt last term.  We will investigate 

in greater depth the names of parts of plants 

such as bark, roots, bulbs and think about 

how we use these in different ways.  To help 

us understand this we will take part in a taste 

challenge when we guess which part of the plant 

we are eating.  During our trip to Holdenby 

House, we will focus on different trees and 

investigate a range of leaves and notice their 

different shape, colours and textures.  We will 

plant our own bean seed and observe its growth 

and reflect on our new knowledge of plant 

plants during this work.  Finally, we will also 

investigate find out about deciduous and 

evergreen trees. 

 

 

RHE 

 

Coping with change: Growing up and 

setting goals  

 

This unit starts by exploring how much the 

children have grown already and helps them 

understand how their bodies and needs change 

as they get older. The children will draw a 

timeline focussing on significant events in their 

lives. The next lesson allows pupils to reflect on 

how their likes, dislikes and achievements have 

changed as they’ve got older, and to consider 

how these may continue to change and future 

aspirations. Finally, we will be looking ahead to 

their future, setting goals or milestones and 

identifying ways to achieve them. 

 

Lesson titles: 

 

Lesson 1: When I am older 

Lesson 2: Looking at the changes ahead 

Lesson 3: Coping with change 

 

 

Metacognition 

 
Spelling: being resilient 

 

This unit helps children to develop strategies to 

learn and practise spellings. It focusses on 

identifying tricky parts of words to help spell 

challenging words correctly. The learning power 

of resilience with Albert the Armadillo is used 

to support this work.   

Targets:  Identify and name a variety of common wild and 

garden plants, including deciduous and evergreen 
trees 

 Identify and describe the basic structure of a variety 

of common flowering plants, including tree 



Computing 

 

This term’s computing unit is called We Are 

Celebrating and the children will create a digital 

card which could be used for a religious 

festival, birthdays or simply to say thank you 

or good luck.  The children will create their 

own digital content by organising and 

manipulating both texts and images.  As they 

work they will store and retrieve their files 

from the network.  

 

Religious Education 

 

This term our topic is The Torah: How does the 

Torah influence the lives of Jewish people?  We 

will start by discussing objects that are 

important to us and then move on to focus on 

books that are special.  The children will learn 

some of the ways that Jewish people treat The 

Torah to show respect.  We will look at the 

story of Moses and the Ten Commandments 

during this work.  Finally we will look at the 

story of Joseph and his coat of many colours 

to help us to reflect on our own relationships. 

 

 

History 

 

Our new history topic is Great Inventions- 

transport: How did the first flight change the 

world? Why were the Rainhill trials so important? 

 

In this unit, the children will explore the 

stories of two significant events in the history 

of travel, and the impact they had on people’s 

lives - back then and in the future. They will 

begin by learning about the first aeroplane 

flight, before looking at early aeroplanes in 
greater depth. They will then focus on the 

Rainhill Trials of Stephenson’s Rocket, using 

sources from the time to provide context. 

The children will examine the legacy of both 

events, and discuss the impact on our world 

today. 

 

 

 

DT 

 

During the last week of term, we will complete 

our Design and Technology unit Food, Fruit and 
Vegetables where we will be designing a fruit 

salad.  We will begin the unit by investigating 

how to distinguish fruit and vegetables and 

categorise them. We will then explore which 

parts of the plants we eat which links to our 

science plants work. We will taste a range of 

fruits before designing our own fruit salad and 

label.  

 

 

Music 

 

This half term we will revisit a few familiar songs 

and work on accompanying them with a variety 

of percussion instruments.  There will be more 

musical games with a continued focus on pitch.  

The children will also sing a few of the songs 

from Beauty and the Beast and use this to focus 

on timing in music. 

 
 

 
PE 

 

Our unit this term is called Striking and Fielding. 

 

Pupils develop their basic understanding of 

striking and fielding games such as Rounders and 

Cricket.  They will learn skills including throwing 

and catching, stopping a rolling ball, retrieving a 

ball and striking a ball.  They are given 

opportunities to play one against one, one 

against two, and one against three. They learn 

how to score points and how to use simple 

tactics.  They learn the rules of the games and 
use these to play fairly and show respect 
towards others when playing competitively and 
develop communication skills. 
 

Targets:  Develop an awareness of the past, using common 

words and phrases relating to the passing of time  

 Know where the people and events they study fit 
within a chronological framework  

 Ask and answer questions, choosing and using 
parts of stories and other sources to show that 
they know and understand key features  

 Use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical 
terms 

 Understand some of the ways in which we find 
out about the past 

 Identify similarities and differences between ways 

of life in different periods 

Targets:  Develop basic mouse skills 

 Develop basic keyboard skills through typing and 
formatting text 

 Use the internet to find and select images 

 Develop skills in storing and retrieving files 

 Develop skills in combining texts and images  



PE Kits 

 

Please note the requirement for your child to 

be wearing a PE kit all day on a Thursday and 

have indoor as well as outdoor trainers. 

 

 

Homework 

 

 

Homework will continue to be given out on a 

Friday and needs to be handed in by the 

following Thursday or Friday at the latest. 

Spelling lists, IXL challenges and Year 2 maths 

and comprehension challenge sheets can be 
accessed via the Class One Padlet: 

https://padlet.com/MrsGarley/C1.  

 

Additional homework challenges linked to 

foundation subject lessons may be added to 

the Padlet occasionally.  Please let us know if 

you are having a particular issue with 

completing the homework. 

 

The word building books need to be 

completed weekly and generally ask children 

to write a short list of words using the taught 

Read, Write Inc. sound or Year 1 Spelling rule 

that they have been learning in class.  As 

mentioned in the phonics section of the 

newsletter, a supporting video or PowerPoint 

(Year 2 rules) is available on the Phonics 

Padlet for your child to work through: https://

padlet.com/jgarley1/phonics.   

 

As mentioned previously if there is a 

particular issue which means you have been 

unable to complete this activity please let us 

know. 

 

Please continue to listen to your child read 

each day. Repeated reading of the Read, 

Write Inc programme readers is an important 

part of children embedding their phonic 

knowledge and improving their fluency.  
Please continue to read the books more than 

once as it will help them to become confident 

readers. Your child will have a Reading Diary 

sent home for you to record how they are 

getting on with their reading at home which 

needs sending back to school with their 

reading books.  Please ensure you record how 

they have got on reading the books to allow 

us to change them.  Whilst Year 2 will move to 

more challenging readers please continue to talk 

to them about the texts to help them start to 

understand challenging vocabulary, inference and 

prediction.  

 

Please also continue to share the Class Page 

Turner books with your child. Talking together 

about the book helps to develop comprehension 

skills and foster a love of reading.  Blank Page 

Turner postcards will be issued when they 

choose a new title.   

 

Year 2 will continue to receive either a Maths 

Challenge sheet to consolidate their learning or 
a reading comprehension challenge.  

 

 

IXL Maths challenges will be issued for Year 

One and Two.  

 

 

 

 

 

Assemblies/Thinking Classrooms 

 

This term we will focus on learning the songs 

from Beauty and the Beast.  There is quite a 

degree of challenge in this and we will need all 

of the ‘Learning Powers’ held by our five 

animals.  Emily the Elephant who is able to 

concentrate for long periods of time; Kelly the 

Koala who is curious and wants to learn;  Albert 

the Armadillo who is resilient and doesn’t give 

up, the Monkeys who continuously strive to self-

improve and Sadie the Squirrel who co-

operates. 
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