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Dear Parents 

 

Hopefully you have all had a lovely Easter 

holiday.  The weather was kind to us eventually 

and I know we feel refreshed after some 

warming Spring sunshine.  As ever, this will be a 

busy term, the details of which are contained 

within our curriculum newsletter. 

 

The week beginning Monday 9 May will see a 

return of the Year 6 SATs – the first since May 

2019 – pre-COVID!  This is nothing for you or 

the children to worry about – it is an 

opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge 

and understanding and should be welcomed.  
Since our return to school, all the children have 

embraced their learning and if ever a global 

pandemic can have a silver lining it’s that we all 

embrace learning together even more than 

before.  All assessments including Year 6 SATs 

enable planning to be made for next steps in 

learning and allow us to celebrate each learner’s 

journey. 
Mrs James & Mrs Wake 

Class Teachers 

 

 

English 

 

This term our writing will be 

inspired by the beautiful 

picture book entitled The 

Flower written by John Light 

and illustrated by Lisa Evans.  

The story is about Brigg who, after finding a 

book in the library labelled DO NOT READ 

cannot resist taking it home.  This action leads 

to an unexpected discovery, which brings 

brightness and beauty to the inhabitants of a 

previously dull and dismal world.  During the 

unit we will focus on the story type of a Quest 

(journey story) and will study Brigg in the role 

of guardian. 

 

Martin Young will visit us on Monday 25 April 

and he will work with us to create images to 

precede the original story – as we are looking at 

openings/prequel.  He will also create, with the 

input of the children, images following the end 

of the story as we will also be innovating by 

creating a sequel.  We will begin by focussing on 

the beautiful, mysterious illustrations and what 

they reveal to us.  We will then create a boxed-

up plan of a quest (journey story) before 

analysing model texts to identify the features 

which hook the reader in.  This will include 

analysis of a range of amazing story openings/

endings from our page turner books. 

 

Following on from our fictional writing, we will 

then focus on Explanation Text.  Explanation text 
is any text that explains actions, ideas or 

processes to the reader.  It is probably one of 

the most difficult text types as you have to be 

able to understand something very well in order 

to explain it clearly.  Explanation can often be 

easily confused with instructions – instructions 

tell you how to make or do something while 

explanation tells you why something happens or 

how it works.  It is because of these difficulties 

that explanation texts work very well in a 

fictional context.  Therefore explaining why 

Brigg’s world comes to be devoid of flowers is 

easy because the writer merely has to 

understand the structure and typical features of 

the text type in order to be successful – the 

‘details’ can simply be made up. 

 

Poetry:  This term we will read The Hurt Boy and 

The Bird by John Agard.  The poem explores the 

theme of hurt and how we deal with it.  We will 

then use the poem to explore empathy:  can we 

understand how the boy is feeling? 

 

 

Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling 

 

We will continue to use our Grammatical 

Dictionaries with their actions and images to 

support understanding whilst the daily use of 

grammatical features to improve the quality of 

writing, together with the use of a wide range of 

punctuation will continue to be taught through 

the Talk for Writing/Reading process. 

 

Class 3 



Reading 

 

As we know, reading is a key aspect to all 

learning, across all areas of the curriculum, and 

we are constantly embedding reading within all 

subjects where new vocabulary is being 

explored all of the time.  We will continue to 

encourage daily reading within different subject 

areas as well as regular comprehension 

sessions to continue to develop the children’s 

key VIPERS skills (vocabulary, inference, 

prediction, explain, retrieve and summarise). 

 

Class 3 have been enjoying our new spine 

book: Wolf Brother by Michelle Paver and we 
will continue to read this regularly in class over 

this next term. We will base lots of our book 

talk sessions around this text, discussing the 

use of the author’s language for specific effects 

and how we can make inferences about specific 

characters based on what has happened to 

them, how they act and react to different 

characters and/or events as well as what they 

might say.  

 

We will also continue to broaden our 

understanding of using sentence stems to begin 

our sentences when writing our answers, 

thinking carefully about the appropriate word 

choices we use e.g. the text states, the author 

implies, the extract suggests…  

 

Our page turner library is increasing all of the 

time and we now have our lovely eco-friendly 

books for the children to read.  Mrs James and 

Mrs Wake have read some of them already and 

they have thoroughly enjoyed them.  

 

 

Maths 

 

Number 
 

This term we will continue to reflect/revisit 

our work on Fractions before moving on to 

Decimals and Percentages.  We will begin by 

focussing on developing a very clear 

understanding of the mathematical vocabulary 

being used to include:  decimal, percent, 

percentage, place, place value, tenth, 

hundredth, thousandth, one decimal place, two 

decimal places, integer, fraction, common 

fraction, equivalent fraction, conversion, 

denominator, numerator. 

 

The following will be covered during this term 

and next: 

 

 
 

 

Shape, Space and Measure 

 

We will start this term by finishing off our work 

on angles: specifically looking at angles around a 

full turn as well as vertically opposite angles. 

Some children will also look at angles within 2D 

shapes including triangles and regular polygons.  

 

Our next topic will then be statistics; specifically 

reading, interpreting and drawing line graphs and 

how to use them to solve problems, reading and 

interpreting tables including two-way tables and 

some children will look at reading and 

interpreting pie charts.  

 

 

Science 

 

This term’s topic is entitled Staying Alive and 
during the topic we will consider life processes 

that are internal to the body such as the 

circulatory system, parts of the digestive system 

and how they transport fluids around the body.  

The impact of lifestyle on bodies, particularly of 

humans, will also be considered. 

 

Language to be learnt:  heart, lungs, blood, 

oxygen, vein, artery, exercise. 

Decimals  decimals up to two decimal 

places 

 understanding of thousandths 

 three decimal places 

 multiply by 10, 100 and 1000 

 divide by 10, 100 and 1000 

 multiplication of decimals by 

integers 

 division of decimals by integers 

 division to solve problems 

 decimals as fractions 

 fractions to decimals 

 decimals to fractions 

 

Percentages  understanding percentages 

 fractions to percentages 

 equivalent FDP (fraction, 

decimal, percentage) 

 ordering FDP 

 finding percentages of an 

amount 



During this topic the children will: 

 

 investigate some effects of exercise on the 

body 

 present data in appropriate ways 

 use evidence to support or refute assertion 

 understand the function of parts of the 

circulatory system 

 explain the effects of drugs on the body 

 recognise the need to eat a healthy balanced 

diet 

 take and record measurements 

 

 

Computing 
 

This term, we will continue to broaden our 

knowledge and skills of the software Inkscape 

where the children will learn how to create 

more complex tessellations through sequence, 

selection and repetition before moving on to 

creating some art work in the later style of 

Bridget Riley.  If time allows, we will have a go 

at using Scratch to programme Islamic-style art.  

 

We will also have an online safety Natterhub 

session over the course of the term linked to 

digital footprint.  

 

 

DT 

 

This term we will be undertaking a Design and 

Technology unit entitled Stuffed Toys. 

 

We will begin by exploring a range of stuffed 

toys including some examples of homemade 

ones.  In this topic, the children are going to 

make a stuffed toy for a younger child.  We will 

link this work to Thinking Classrooms and our 

five animals with their Learning Powers:  Emily, 

Albert, Sadie, Kelly and the Monkeys. 

 

We will begin by looking at the beautiful 

homemade (knitted) stuffed toys of the 
characters made by Mrs Garley’s very talented 

Mum. 

 

During the topic we will learn to sew blanket 

stitch, cut neatly and accurately, thread a 

needle and use blanket stitch to join two pieces 

of fabric together. 

 

We will move on to create strong, secure 

stitches (blanket, running, cross stitch) and use 

applique to attach pieces of fabric decoration.  

We will also explore using stitches to decorate 

fabric.  The final outcome will be to design, 

create and evaluate the stuffed toy! 

 

We will focus on this work in the last week of 

term (week beginning Monday 23 May).  If you 

would like to help out during these lessons we 

would be glad of your support. 

 

Also, if you have spare pieces of fabric, threads 

etc we would be grateful. 

 
 

 

Geography/History 

 

Last term, we started our Geography topic 

entitled Europe: a study of the Alpine Region 

where the children learnt about some of the 

key Mountain regions within Europe before 

exploring where the Alpine region was in 

Europe.  We will continue to look at how 

homes are adapted to the climate, the main 

industries within the Alps and the impact of 

avalanches.  

 

We will then move on to our next History 

topic entitled: Journeys – What makes people go 

on a journey? This topic will explore a selection 

of very different journeys spanning from the 

Tudor period to those undertaken by refugees.  

 

 

 

Spanish 

 

Having completed our work on school 

subjects, we continue to focus on our weekend 

activities.  Learning how to say what activities 

we do, when we do them – including time and 

our opinion of them using conjunctions to 

extend sentences.  Additionally, we will work 
on our phonics and pronunciation and 

continue to investigate grammar conventions 

such as the stem-changing verb jugar (to play). 

 



Music 

 

This half term the children play along with 

some jazz music; following the written score, 

creating their own composition or by 

improvising.  They will use musical vocabulary 

and knowledge to talk about and discuss a 

variety of jazz pieces, looking in particular at 

the similarities and differences in the 

pieces.  The class will focus on creating a 

longer piece by using repetition of 

rhythmic patterns and using the same five notes 

(the pentatonic scale) to create their own 

written melody and improvised melody. 

 
RE 

 

This term we will work on a unit entitled 

Whose World Is It?  How was the world created 

and why should I care about it today? 

 

This unit enables pupils to explore the question 

about how the world was created and issues 

around the relationship between humans and 

the environment.  We will learn about the 

beliefs of Christians, Jews, Muslims and Hindus 

as well as exploring scientific views about how 

the world began.  The children will be 

encouraged to think for themselves about how 

and why the natural world is important to 

them and why they should care about what 

happens to it. 

 

PE 

 

Our planned PE sessions will be yoga on a 

Monday morning, swimming on a Monday 

afternoon and PE on a Thursday afternoon. 

Please ensure your child comes to school 

wearing their PE kit on a Thursday including 

their trainers and a tracksuit/joggers. PE is a 

statutory, not optional, part of the school 

curriculum and as such every step possible 

must be taken to ensure your child can take 

part. Please note it would be appreciated 
if PE kit (worn on a Thursday) did not 

include printed/ overly colourful t-shirts 

or other items of clothing. Plain clothing 

(or PE kit with the school logo) would be 

preferred. Thank you. 

 

PE will continue on a Thursday.    Our unit this 

term will be Rounders . 

Pupils develop the quality and consistency of 

their fielding skills and understanding of when to 

use them such as throwing underarm and 

overarm, catching and retrieving a ball. They 

learn how to play the different roles of bowler, 

backstop, fielder and batter and to apply tactics 

in these positions. In all games activities, pupils 

have to think about how they use skills, 

strategies and tactics to outwit the opposition. 

Pupils work with a partner and group to 

organise and self-manage their own games. 

Pupils play with honesty and fair play when 

playing competitively. 

 

 
Thinking Classrooms:  Metacognition 

Lessons 

 

This term we will explore the development of 

mathematical reasoning and reflect on how the 

learning powers help to develop them as 

learners. 

 

 

Relationships and Health Education 

 

Our topic this term is entitled Healthy Bodies, 

Healthy Minds and links very closely to our topic 

in Science. 

 

We will begin by exploring ways to maintain 

physical and mental health and wellbeing.  Self-

image and the importance of valuing our own 

bodies and minds in order to maintain positive 

mental health will be the focus.  We will then 

move on to raising awareness and knowledge of 

facts about alcohol, tobacco and drugs before 

finally looking at ways of keeping our bodies well 

and free from disease through vaccination and 

immunisation. 

 

 

Cultural Capital 

 

We will continue to find out about people who, 
through their actions, have had a significant 

impact both recently and in the past.   

 

This term in Assemblies we will find out about 

the contributions made by: 
 

 Neil Armstrong 

 Bill Gates 

 Stephen Hawking 

 Margaret Keane 
 Rose Parker 



 


