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Dear Parents 

 

Welcome back to the final term of the year.  

We say it every year, but we’ll say it again that 

each year flies by.  Thankfully we have managed 

to have less disruption than previously and it 

has been lovely to welcome parents and visitors 

into our school once again. 

 
Mrs James & Mrs Wake 

Class Teachers 

 

English 

 

This term we will be focussing on a short story 

called Zelda Claw and the Rain Cat written by Pie 

Corbett.  Over the course of the next weeks 

we will be learning about suspense and looking 

in particular at the role of the villain within a 

story.  We will begin by reading the story and 

boxing up the structure of a suspense tale.  

Martin Young will visit in week 2 to create 

images with the children which will then be 

used as a further focus for our writing.  In order 

to write effectively, the children should be able 
to build tension in order to scare the reader (a 

little) and keep the reader wanting to find out 

what will happen.  During the unit, we will 

collect and compare different suspense 

paragraphs as well as using film clips to discuss 

how to manipulate the reader. 

 

We will then move on to the non-fiction text 

type of Discussion.  Discussion writing is 

relatively simple to organise.  The writer begins 

by introducing the reader to the topic under 

discussion.  As in all writing, the author is trying 

to hook the reader in, encouraging them to 

read further.  In the opening the writer states 

the topic under discussion, then provides the 

main reasons for a certain view, followed by 

reasons against, and ends with a reasoned 

conclusion.  Ideally, ideas need to be backed 

with evidence or good reasoning.  We will be 

teasing out the difference between opinions and 

actual evidence. 

 

Poetry 

 

In the final week of term we will focus on the 

poem Soft as the Blanket by Mandy Coe.  We will 

read, map and analyse the structure of the poem 

which has a repeated refrain.  We will then 

innovate on the original, building ideas from the 

children, before they use its structure to write 

their own poem. 

 

 

Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling 

 

Grammar and punctuation will continue to be 
taught through the Talk for Writing process.  It 

is best taught within writing as then the children 

understand how the use of fronted adverbials, 

parenthesis or effective use of a wide range of 

punctuation can improve writing.  The children 

will continue to have a weekly spelling focus. 

 

 

 

Reading 

 

Class 3 will continue to read our Spine Book 

Wolf Brother by Michelle Paver regularly in class 

– we have really been enjoying this book and we 

have already had so many in-depth class 

discussions about the content, always striving to 

deepen the children’s understanding of what 

they are reading.  

 

Last term, we had a go at looking at writing 

from different viewpoints using the picture book 

Voices in the Park by Anthony Browne. We 

used just one picture from the book to look at 

four perspectives: the two main characters, an 

onlooker and the author. The children had a 

really good go at this and we are going to use 

this term to develop these skills further using 

other picture books. It is a fantastic activity for 

the children to do as it makes them think about 

the different characteristics of each character 

and how an author might portray those 

particular attributes through how they act/react 

and what they might say.   

 

Class 3 



The children are still enjoying our ever-growing 

page turner library - this term has seen the 

introduction of our comfort reads as well as 

our diverse collection which the children have 

been keen to get their hands on.  The staff are 

trying hard to work their way through lots of 

the books to help with recommendations; the 

children are still encouraged to read regularly 

at home with someone so that you can enjoy 

these high-quality texts with them and explore 

the language and help with the comprehension 

of these books.  

 

 

Maths 
 

We will begin the term by beginning a unit on 

Algebra.  We will introduce the children to the 

terms which will be used:  algebra, expression 

equation, one-step function, two-step function, 

input, output, formulae, operations, variables 

and integer.  The children will first look at 

forming expressions before moving on to solve 

more complex equations.  This will be 

introduced using concrete and pictorial 

methods alongside the abstract notation. 

 

 

Shape, Space and Measure 

 

Our final term will continue with our statistics 

topic focusing on how to draw line graphs 

accurately using given information before 

moving on to how to read data within pie 

charts.   The key words will be:  scale, pie 

chart, diameter, radius, circumference, mean, 

mode and median.  Children will apply their 

understanding of calculating percentages of 

amounts to interpret pie charts. The children 

will then build on their previous knowledge of 

angles around a point totalling 360 degrees to 

know that this represents 100 % of the data 

within a pie chart. From this, they will 

construct a pie chart, using a protractor to 

measure the angles. If time allows, we will then 
look at how to calculate the mean average in a 

variety of contexts: applying their addition and 

division skills using the formula: Mean = Total ÷ 

number of items. 

 

 

 

 

Science 

 

Our topic this term focusses on Living Things And 

Their Habitats.  The children have already 

learned that there are two main kingdoms and 

that the animal kingdom can be subdivided into 

vertebrates and invertebrates and what this 

means.  During this unit, the five kingdoms of 

living things will be explored.  We will explore 

kingdoms not yet encountered such as fungi and 

microbes.  The following vocabulary will form 

part of our learning:  flora, fauna, vertebrate, 

invertebrate, insect, mammal, bird, amphibian, 

reptile, fish, fungi, mushroom, toadstool, 

fermentation, microbe, bacteria, species, genus, 
organism. 

 

 

Computing 

 

This term we will focus on a unit of work linked 

to cracking codes. The unit looks at how 

information can be communicated securely 

through cryptography (the science of keeping 

communication and information secret). The 

children will look at semaphore and Morse code 

and understand how to encrypt and decrypt 

messages in simple ciphers before considering 

what makes a secure password.  

 

We will also have an online safety Natterhub 

session over the course of the term linked to 

cybercrime and scams.  

 

 

Geography 

 

Our History topic from last term linked to 

important journeys through time focussing on 

Walter Rayleigh and the Irish passengers on the 

Titanic.  We will bring this topic to an end in the 

first few weeks of term by exploring why the 

Kindertransport took place and why people 

sailed on the Empire Windrush before spending 

the rest of the term focussing on a Geography 
topic entitled Journeys – Trade: Where does all our 

stuff come from?  In this unit, the children will 

find out about the UK’s global trade links, 

investigating where everyday products come 

from and the journeys they take to our homes. 

The children will map the journeys taken by 

items, and research the pros and cons of buying 

local or imported goods.   



Spanish 

 

This term we will delve deeper into Spanish 

grammar, exploring verb conjugation.  Having 

already studied verbs with –ar endings we will 

expand our knowledge looking at regular –er 

and –ir  verb endings.  Some time will be spent 

examining the most common irregular verbs.  

An insight into this level of grammar will be of 

great benefit to Year 6 pupils moving on to 

secondary school. 

 

To help consolidate their learning, children 

now have access to the Language Angels on-line 

learning platform where they can find games to 
use at home: 

 

https://www.languageangels.com/schools/  

 

Click:  Login 

Click:  Pupil Games 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Art 

 

This term’s art unit is entitled Every Picture Tells 

A Story.  We will begin by exploring Bansky’s 

pigeon mural whilst also touching on the 

subject of British Values and immigration.  We 

will then look at the work of Andy Warhol 

who was inspired by something called the 

Rorschach Test.  We will then look at creating 

meaningful messages using visual symbols in the 

form of emojis.  Finally, we will look at the 

work of John Singer Sargent. 

 

 

 

 

Music 

 
Our focus this term will be on singing songs 

from Beauty and the Beast.   The written music 

has already led to discussions about the layout, 

rests, time signature and key signature changes 

and we will continue to explore new signs, 

symbols, rhythms and notation. 

 

 

 

 

 

RE 

 

This term we will continue our topic entitled 

Whose World Is It Anyway?  Having already 

reflected upon the beauty and destruction of 

the natural world and expressed views on our 

responsibilities to it, we will look at how 

religious sources can be used to help provide 

answers to ethical questions.  This topic will 

feed into the work of the Eco Council, as part 

of what we will do will be to plan a project 

which will link to sustainability and good 
citizenship. 

 

 

 

 

PE 

 

Our planned PE sessions will be yoga on a 

Monday morning, swimming on a Monday 

afternoon and PE on a Thursday afternoon. 

Please ensure your child comes to school 

wearing their PE kit on a Thursday including 

their trainers and a tracksuit/joggers. PE is a 

statutory, not optional, part of the school 

curriculum and as such every step possible 

must be taken to ensure your child can take 

part. Please note it would be appreciated 

if PE kit (worn on a Thursday) did not 

include printed/ overly colourful t-shirts 

or other items of clothing. Plain clothing 

(or PE kit with the school logo) would be 

preferred. Thank you. 

 

In our Athletics unit, pupils will be set challenges 

for distance and time that involve using 

different styles and combinations of running, 

jumping and throwing. As in all athletic 

activities, pupils think about how to achieve 

their greatest possible speed, distance or 

accuracy and learn how to persevere to 
achieve their personal best.  They learn how to 

improve by identifying areas of strength as well 

as areas to develop. Pupils are also given 

opportunities to lead when officiating as well as 

observe and provide feedback to others. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.languageangels.com/schools/


 

 

 

 

 

Assemblies/Thinking Classrooms 

 

This term we will focus on learning the songs 

from Beauty and the Beast.  There is quite a 

degree of challenge in this and we will need all 

of the ‘Learning Powers’ held by our five 

animals.  Emily the Elephant who is able to 

concentrate for long periods of time; Kelly the 

Koala who is curious and wants to learn; 

Albert the Armadillo who is resilient and 
doesn’t give up; the Monkeys who continuously 

strive to self-improve and Sadie the Squirrel 

who co-operates. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Relationships and Health Education 

 

Coping with Change:  the unit of work has a 

focus on puberty and the different changes that 

take place during puberty and how to manage 

them well.  There will also be a focus on the 

emotions experienced during puberty and ways 

to manage and support others in managing 

these. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


