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Dear Parents and Children in Class 2 
 

Welcome to the new school year; I hope you and 

your child have had a good summer break.  

 

Firstly I would like to welcome all the Year 3  

children to Class 2. The transition from Key Stage 1/

Class 1 into Key Stage 2/Class 2 can be daunting for 

some children and parents; however, I am confident 

your child will be able to settle quickly to the  

expectations of Class 2. Please be assured if I have 

any concerns I will speak to you in person. Likewise, 

if you have any concerns then please contact me – 

feel free to use the class email address:  
 

class2@maidwell.northants.sch.uk  
 

I would also like to welcome back all the Year 4 

children to Class 2. I am really looking forward to 

working with you all and building further on the  

fantastic work you achieved last year.  I am also 

looking forward to you showing me, and our new 

Year 3 children, that you know what is expected of 

you in Class 2. 

 

Daily homework: I often get asked by parents what 

they can do to help their child at home.  I always  

reply first with daily reading and daily times-

tables practice.  I cannot highlight the importance 

of these two daily exercises enough and I make no 

apologies for the constant reminders I will give  

during the year.  In the classroom it is starkly  

obvious the differences between a child who has 

experienced daily home reading and times tables 

practice compared to a child who hasn’t.  Thank you 

for your support in this. 

 

In class I will not personally listen to your child read 

on a weekly basis due to all the constraints of a busy 

school week.  However, your child will be  

individually listened to on a regular basis by one of 

our volunteer reading listeners and other school 

staff, whilst I will teach reading skills to the children 

in a group during weekly lessons.  I will also take 

feedback from the adults hearing children read and 

move them through the reading levels when  

appropriate.  I would encourage you to supplement 

any ‘reading scheme’ books from school with other 

reading material at home or the library such as story 

books, non-fiction books, magazines, comics,  

newspapers and of course one of our school Page 

Turner books.  

Please be aware though, your child may need a little 

support to access some of the Page Turners.  For 

example, you may find it appropriate to alternate 

between reading a page to your child and then they 

read the next page. Page Turner books are just one 

of our strands of reading development and are not 

intended to replace other reading material - they are 

longer length and hopefully even more engaging than 

the shorter reading scheme books.  But, please do 

not be concerned if at times your child finds a Page 

Turner challenging; as long as they are supported, we 

believe that a Page Turner will inspire your child to 

continue with their reading journey. 

 

We also have books similar to the Page Turners in 

class called Spine Books that are used for whole class 

story time.  Please feel free to ask your child about 

the latest story – it is one of the most enjoyable 

parts of the day for both the children and adults 

alike! 

 

In Class 2 we do not use the yellow  

Reading Record Book as a communication 

book’ as in Class 1.  If you need to communicate 

anything to us that does not require face-to-face 

contact on the playground please feel free to use our 

class email address : 
 

class2@maidwell.northants.sch.uk  
 

Please note, this email account will not be checked 

constantly throughout the day.  We will only check it 

at the beginning of the day for messages relating to 

your child coming into school that day.  Please 

DO NOT use this email address for  

reporting an absence – this must still be 

done via a telephone call. 
 

If your child has anything to hand into the school 

office it is their responsibility to remove it from their 

book-bag and hand it to an adult first thing in the 

morning.  However, wherever possible please send 

any communication into the office electronically  

using the email address: 
 

bursar@maidwell.northants-ecl.gov.uk 
 

Finally, Mrs Henson and I would like to say an  

enormous thank you for the generous end-of-year 

gifts we received in July – thank you very much. 

 

Mr Woods 

Class 2 Teacher 

 

Class 2 
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English 

 

We shall start our year’s literacy off 

with the familiar story The Enormous 

Crocodile by Roald Dahl.  With this 

story we will work through the stages 

of learning the story and its language 

structure including using our  

understanding of the features of an ‘Overcoming the 

Monster’ tale to explore key scenes in the story. 

We will then analyse and develop our understanding 

of how description is used in a story – in particular 

we will look at describing each of the characters that 

the crocodile meets on his travels. 

 

For the next part of the term we will be looking at 

the non-fiction text type of Instructions. This will  

include looking closely at the language structure, the 

flow of the text and the grammatical conventions 

such as tense, person and which word classes are 

used most significantly.  We will then use The  

Enormous Crocodile as a basis for our Instructions  

writing along with other cross-curricular work. 

 

Finally, we shall complete the term with some  

poetry work including composing our own and re-

citing poetry. 

 

Punctuation & Grammar 

 

In addition to our Literacy work, where we focus on 

the text structure of writing, we will also spend time 

developing our punctuation and grammar skills.  This 

will be through a combination of separate Word 

Work lessons and activities integrated into our main 

Literacy lessons. 

 

Initially we will spend time refreshing and securing 

our knowledge of the four main word classes; 

Nouns, Verbs, Adjectives, Adverbs and then start to 

look in detail at each one, for example; concrete 

nouns, collective nouns, abstract nouns. 

 

Spelling 

 

Throughout the year we shall spend time looking at 

the different spelling rules and conventions and inte-

grate these into our literacy work.  

 

In addition to this, the children will be issued, on a 

weekly basis, with a set of words to learn at home. 

These words will be tested on the following Friday 

(although occasionally our spelling test day might 

change due to circumstances that week).  At other 

times during the term we will also have additional 

assessment spelling tests however the words for 

these tests are not published in advance. 

Many of the words included in our spelling tests come 

from the national curriculum statutory list of words 

for Year 3&4.  

 

Each of the weekly lists are also available on 

SpellAnywhere. However, I would urge a note of  

caution on the use of SpellAnywhere.  It is of very little 

value if the children use SpellAnywhere without  

selecting the ‘Audio Only’ function.  Please feel free 

to ask for more detail on this if your child makes use 

of SpellAnywhere for independent practice. 

 

Maths 

 

We shall start our maths’ year by working closely on 

our Place Value and Essential Number Skills followed by 

working on the range of mental methods we can use 

for calculating.  

 

To support your child with this work it would be  

fantastic if you could spend time verbally reinforcing 

their number bonds with them.  One efficient way of 

practising number bonds everyday is for your child to 

add together the digits presented on a passing car 

number plate and race you to the answer.  This  

practice is essential for ALL children even those who 

are already very efficient at number bonding. 

 

We shall then move onto developing our written  

calculation skills along with understanding fractions. 

 

 

Science  

 

Our topic this term for science is States of 

Matter. 

 

Through this topic we will look at the three different 

basic states matter can exist in: Solid, Liquid and Gas. 

We will look at how a substance changes from one 

state to another and why different substances can 

exist in one state whilst another substance can exist 

in a different state at the same time. 

 

With this knowledge, we will then look at water – an 

amazing substance that can exist in all three states at 

the same time and the water cycle that is a  

fundamental part of our survival! 

  

 

Geography 

 

We will be starting the new school year with a 

Geography topic which focuses on the United 

Kingdom. We will spend time reflecting on our 

geographical knowledge of the world and map 



reading skills by naming and locating continents 

and oceans before moving on to locating and 

naming countries within continents and looking 

at major seas.  

 

We will then focus on the countries, counties 

and famous landmarks within the UK and other 

key topographical features such as mountains 

and rivers. We will then look more closely on a 

selected country within the UK and build up 

our geographical knowledge of its rivers,  

districts, cities and other physical and human 

features compared to another country within 

the world.  
 

 

RE 

 

Our unit of work is entitled Peace:  Why should we 

give it a chance?  The focus of this unit will be on 

exploring how and why peace might be important in 

people’s lives and how some, including those from 

different faiths, might pursue or promote peace in a 

variety of different ways.  The children will be  

encouraged to think for themselves about questions 

to do with what peace is and why it might be  

important in their own lives and in the world as a 

whole.  They will consider what can be learned 

from the actions of individuals like Mahatma Gandhi 

and Nelson Mandela as well as referencing their 

own experiences, beliefs and values. 

 

 

Computing 

 

We will start our Computing year using the coding 

environment Scratch.  The National Curriculum 

places a heavy emphasis on children learning how to 

write code and the Scratch environment (https://

scratch.mit.edu/) is ideal for this.  During this first 

topic we will be using Scratch to create an  

educational game.  Once we have completed this 

activity, we will spend time on our first look this 

year at Online Safety through the natterhub  

platform as we continue to help the children stay 

safe on the internet.  

 

 

Art 

 

Class 2 and 3 will have two art days later in the 

term which will be linked to Geography with 

Mrs Elliott where we will look at perspective 

drawing.  

 

Music 

 

I hope you all had a wonderful summer break and that 

the children are looking forward to starting the new 

school year.  This half term the children will develop 

their ability to recognise and use pentatonic scales, and 

create short melodies and accompaniments.  They will 

experiment with the notes of the scale and play them 

on a range of pitched instruments, individually and  

together as a class.  The children will use the scale to 

create simple songs and accompaniments. 

 

 

 

 

Spanish 

 

The term will begin with Year 4 children meeting and 

greeting those in Year 3, giving us lots of opportunities 

to use our vocabulary for introductions before moving 

on to our topic of Clothes.  As we have already learned 

some prepositions we will aim to describe where 

items are – hopefully in the laundry basket or  

cupboard and not on the floor! 

 

 

 

 

PE 

 

Our planned PE sessions will be yoga on a Monday 

morning, swimming on a Monday afternoon and PE on 

a Thursday afternoon.  Please ensure your child comes 

to school wearing their PE kit on a Thursday including 

their trainers and a tracksuit/joggers.  PE is a statutory, 

not optional, part of the school curriculum and as such 

every step possible must be taken to ensure your child 

can take part.  Please note it would be  

appreciated if PE kit (worn on a Thursday) did 

not include printed/overly colourful t-shirts or 

other items of clothing.  Plain clothing (blue/

white top and blue shorts) or PE kit with the 

school logo would be preferred. Thank you. 

 

 

In our Kicking and Receiving (football skills) unit 

the children will look in depth at alternate passes they 

can perform with both feet over short, medium and 

longer distances.  They will be encouraged and  

provided with guidance to use specific parts of the 

foot to strike the football.  We will also look at the 

most effective ways to generate power and accuracy 

when striking the ball.  The children will also look at 

some of the basic rules of football, and apply them to 

match realistic situations.  
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Relationships and Health Education 

 

This term our topic is solving friendship issues. 

We will start by looking at the qualities of a 

good friend before moving on to thinking about 

how to resolve friendship difficulties in a  

positive way. Finally, we will focus on personal 

boundaries and permission within healthy  

relationships.  

 

Lesson Titles: 

 Qualities of a good friend 
 Solving friendship difficulties 

 Personal boundaries and permission  

 

 

 

 

 

Metacognition 

 

Our focus this term is ‘What to do with a  

problem?’.  We will start by considering how 

our learning powers could help us to deal  

effectively with problems.  We will focus on 

resilience as an important power to help us 

overcome problems. During the lessons, the 

children will work with their Talking Partner 

and in small groups to discuss and share their 

ideas. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


