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Dear Parents 

 

Welcome back to the second half of the Spring 

Term:  it is now incredible to think that we are 

half way through the academic year.  Hopefully 

as we move forward things will be more settled 

and we will not experience disruption to 

learning. 
Mrs James & Mrs Wake 

Class Teachers 

 

 

English 

 

We have a very busy term ahead as usual.  We 
will begin our work by learning the story of 

Nasseradeen and the Perfect Wife.  This is a 

traditional tale and has comic elements as well 

as being a form of losing story.  In week 2, 

Martin Young will visit and help us to innovate 

on the original story to create, with his 

wonderful images, a new losing tale, with a 

comic twist.  We will be focussing on the 

protagonist (baddie) and will be learning how 

dialogue moves the action forward when it 

sounds real and reflects the characters 

appropriately.  To begin with we will focus on 

the dialogue in the original story and use role 

play/telephone conversations to deepen 

understanding.  We will also use the dialogue 

from the original story to identify the ‘rules’ of 

writing dialogue and co-construct a writing 

dialogue toolkit.  We will then move on to how 

the author of our spine book:  The Wolves of 

Willoughby Chase uses dialogue effectively and 

move on to creating a toolkit of the features of 

dialogue with examples directly from the text. 

 

Martin’s images will then provide a focus for 

model texts which will be analysed as well as 

allowing for shared writing to take place. 

 

At the end of the fictional unit, the children will 

use all the ‘tools’ at their disposal to create 

dialogue that sounds real, reflects character and 
moves action forward. 

 

We will then move on to a two-week Recount 

unit.  Recount is one of the easier non-fiction 

text types because it focuses on telling what has 

happened.  The purpose is to retell and even in 

an interesting and engaging way.  Recount texts 

have a beginning, middle and end and require to 

be in chronological order. 

 

The opening paragraph needs to ‘hook’ in the 

reader and often includes details of Who?  What?  

Where?  Why? and When?  It is written in the 

past tense with time sentence signposts for 

coherence.  We will be focussing on newspaper 

articles. 
 

In the last week of term we will focus on poems 

by Jackie Kay and will focus particularly on her 

poem Bush Fire.  This poem uses repetition, 

similes and metaphors and we will ‘magpie’ her 

ideas to innovate and write a poem together on 

the subject of another type of fire, before using 

the structure/features to write independently. 

 

 

Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling 

 

This term we will continue to focus on the use 

of a wide range of conjunctions - both 

coordinating and subordinating in order to add 

depth and detail to writing.  We will also focus 

on using a wide range of punctuation to improve 

writing content once again.  As well as this, we 

will use our grammatical icons and actions to 

support understanding of grammatical terms. 

 

 

Reading 

 

We have been working with Pie Corbett and 

the Talk for Writing team for some time in 

order to develop the Talk for Reading process.  

The Talk for Reading  book has now been 

published and we hope it will move forward the 

teaching of reading in all schools.  The best 

readers are the best writers.  The best readers 

also are in possession of the wide vocabulary 

and words are everything! 

 

Class 3 



Please continue to encourage your child to 

read regularly at home from our ever-growing 

Page Turner selection.  These books have been 

chose carefully for their quality and will 

support your child’s overall development.  

Please continue to get involved in your child’s 

reading journey.  The children love being read 

to in school:  we have just finished our current 

spine book The Wolves of Willoughby Chase.  

The end was very exciting.  The children 

became very engaged with this book over the 

last half term after finding it quite tricky in the 

first instance due to its classical, old English 

style, and we have had some excellent book 

talk sessions where the children 
appear to have really got to grips 

with it.   We will now start a new 

spine book entitled: Wolf Brother 

by Michelle Paver. Some of the 

children have already read this 

book but they enjoyed it so much 

that they voted to have it as their 

next spine book.  

 

Our new spine book will continue to be the 

basis of our whole class reading 

comprehension sessions where we will 

continue to work on the E (explain) and I 

(inference) of our VIPERS reading strands to 

help with children’s understanding of how to 

evidence their ideas appropriately and give 

their opinions based on what they have read/

know about a particular character.  

 

The children will have another termly 

assessment for us to help with our planning of 

extra intervention sessions for those children 

who will benefit and we will also continue with 

regular 1:1 page turner drop ins.  

 

As already stated, please keep promoting lots 

of page turner reading at home, both 

independently and with an adult. Your children 

are never too old to be heard read! We appear 

to be getting some children reading their own 
books rather than our class page turners. If you 

have any concerns with the page turner book 

your child is reading, whether it is lack of 

enjoyment or the level of challenge, please do 

not hesitate to speak to us about it so that we 

can find a more suitable book for them to 

enjoy.  

 

 

Maths 

 

Number 

 

We will begin by focussing on the language of 

fractions and will ensure that the following 

words are understood and can be defined easily:  

numerator, denominator, fraction, proper 

fraction, unit fraction, improper fraction, mixed 

number, equivalent fraction, decimal fraction and 

integer. 

 

What will follow is an in-depth series of lessons 

based on all aspects of working with fractions to 
include:  equivalent fractions, simplification of 

fractions, improper fractions to mixed numbers, 

fractions on a number line, comparison and 

ordering of fractions by numerator and 

denominator, addition of fractions, subtraction 

of fractions, multiplication of fractions by 

integers, multiplication of fractions by fractions, 

division of fractions by integers and finding a 

fraction of an amount. 

 

 

Shape, Space and Measure 

 

We will start this term by finishing off our work 

on area of shapes, particularly on how to find 

the areas of triangles and parallelograms. We 

will then move on to volume, covering what 

volume is by creating shapes and counting cubes 

to help children understand that it is the space 

occupied by a 3D object and also look at the 

formula (l x w x h) for calculating the volume of 

cuboids. We will then move on to a new area of 

geometry – angles; we will recap different types 

and sizes of angles, how to measure and draw 

specific lines and angles using a protractor 

before finding out how to calculate missing 

angles on a straight line and around a point 

 

 

 
Science 

 

This term we will continue to learn about Space.  

The children will explore the Solar System and 

name the eight planets in order of their distance 

away from the sun.  We will explore how ideas 

of the Solar System have changed over time and 

will be able to explain the difference between 

the geocentric and heliocentric models of the 



Solar System.  We will then move on to look at 

the Moon and its orbit of the Earth before 

exploring how the Earth’s movement causes 

night and day. 

 

We are also looking forward to a visit from the 

Leicester Space Centre who are coming into 

school to present two workshops relating to 

our topic. 

 

 

 

Computing 

 

This term the children will become artists and 
use geometry together with computers to 

create some artwork, inspired by the work of 

Escher, Riley and traditional Islamic artists.  

Using Inkscape software, the children will be 

presenting information by using vector and 

turtle graphics to design and create geometric 

art. This unit allows the children to develop 

their programming skills by using sequence, 

selection and repetition ideas to create their 

art work as well as logical reasoning, explaining 

how simple algorithms work and debugging.  

 

We will also have an online safety Natterhub 

session over the course of the term.  

 

 

Geography 

 

We will spend the first week finishing off our 

Vikings topic from last term, deciding whether 

King Alfred deserved the title of ‘Great’, 

looking at some more sources of evidence 

based on what traders thought of the Vikings 

and if that changes our opinion on how the 

Vikings were depicted and ending with the 

Viking Gods and Goddesses.  

 

We will then move on to our new Geography 

topic entitled Europe: a study of the Alpine Region 

and our key question will be ‘Where should we 
go on holiday?’  The children will learn about 

the Alpine region of Europe, how the Alps 

were formed and how homes are adapted to 

the climate.  

 

 

 

 

 

Spanish 

 

Initially this term, we will complete our school 

topic by individually presenting our school 

timetable to the class.  We will give opinions 

on subjects we like and dislike with reasons for 

our opinion.  

 

In our next unit is What we do at the weekend. 

 

 

 

Music 

 
This term the children are learning the piece 

Blackbird by The Beatles.  They will learn the 

lyr ics,  a  var iety of  instrumenta l 

accompaniments and improvise in set 

instrumental sections.  They will continue to 

learn a variety of terms and signs from the 

Associated Board of the Royal Schools of 

Music grade one syllabus. 

 

 

 

PE 

 

PE will continue on a Thursday.    Our unit this 

term will be Tag Rugby. 

 

In this unit pupils will develop key skills and 

principles such as defending, attacking, 

throwing, catching, running and dodging.  

When attacking, pupils will support the ball 

carrier using width and drawing defence.  

When defending, pupils learn how to tag, how 

to track and slow down an opponent, working 

as a defensive unit. They will play 

collaboratively in both uneven and then even 

sided games.  Pupils will be encouraged to 

think about how to use skills, strategies and 

tactics to outwit the opposition.  They develop 

their understanding of the importance of fair 

play and honesty while self-managing games, as 
well as developing their ability to evaluate their 

own and others’ performances.  

 

Please remember the  requirement for  

wearing PE kit all day on a Thursday and 

bringing outdoor sports shoes. 

 

 

 



RE 

 

We will continue our topic entitled Values.  We 

will think carefully about values such as love 

and forgiveness and explore the idea that 

values show in what people do and how our 

values can me people happy – or unhappy.  We 

will then focus on the concept of peace and 

how it is not always easy to build.  We will 

then think of how we could create a code for 

living that would help the world. 

 

 

Thinking Classrooms:  Metacognition 

Lessons 
 

This term we will focus on Developing 

Mathematical Reasoning and how the learning 

powers help the children to develop as 

learners.  The learning powers being focussed 

on will be:   

 being curious 

 continuously improving 

 co-operative learning 

 self-improvement 

 being resilient 

 being creative 

 

 

 

Relationships and Health Education 

 

This term we will focus on Relationships.  The 

lessons will explore healthy committed 

relationships and what they look like.  We will 

then look at diverse relationships within a 

community, teaching the children to respect all 

relationships, even when they look different 

from their own.  We will then look at what 

commitment to a relationship means. 

 

 

 

 
Assemblies 

 

In assemblies we will continue to focus on 

introducing the children to people who have had 

a significant impact on others in a positive way 

as a result of their actions.  This term we will 

learn about:  Nelson Mandela, Esther Rantzen, 

Lenny Henry, Bob Geldof/Midge Ure, Leonardo 

Da Vinci, Neil Armstrong, Bill Gates and 

Stephen Hawking. 


