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Dear Parents 

 

We hope you have had a lovely summer break 

and would like to welcome you back to the first 

part of the Autumn Term.  We have a very  

varied and exciting term ahead and lots of  

learning opportunities for your child to enjoy.  

 

Please get in touch if you have any queries  

regarding your child’s learning by emailing the 

class email address which is checked every 

morning: class1@maidwell.northants.sch.uk   

 
Mrs Garley 

Class Teacher 

 

English 

 

Narrative 

 

This term our story is The Enormous 

Crocodile by Roald Dahl (a Class One 

favourite author). The children will work on 

developing their descriptive writing skills during 
this work.  We will follow our Talk for Writing 

process where we start by drawing a story map 

to allow the children to memorise the story. 

This will be embedded through oral activities 

including stepping out, role play and story  

circles where the children act out the story. 

Martin Young will spend time helping the  

children to innovate and develop the characters 

using his fantastic images.  We will then work 

together to look at model descriptive texts and 

develop a toolkit to help practise this skill.  

 

Non-fiction: This term Class One’s non-fiction 

skill focus will be Instructions. The children will 

look at the features of instructions by hearing, 

mapping, stepping and speaking a model text 

linked to our original story.  They will then  

develop a toolkit and use this during guided, 

shared and independent writing sessions to  

allow them to produce their own independent 

set of instructions. 

Poetry 

 

Every term we will be learning a new poem to 

perform to allow the children to appreciate poems 

through reciting them of by heart. This term will 

be Mix a Pancake by Christina Rossetti which will 

link to our instruction text writing.  We will use 

our Talk for Writing format of mapping the poem 

and reciting it together. This will allow the  

children to build up a repertoire of poems across 

the year whilst developing their understanding of 

delivering poetry using appropriate intonation. 

They will also have opportunities to look at the 

poem and innovate it using their own ideas.  

 
 

Grammar 

 

This term, Year 1 and 2 will work on the following 

areas of grammar.  This will involve elements of 

review and consolidation of previous learning for 

Year 2 children.  

 

 Nouns 

 Verbs 

 Adjectives 

 Adverbs 

 Expanded noun phrases 

 Sentence structure (co-ordination) 

 Sentence structure (subordination) 

 
 

 

Word Work Sessions – phonics and spelling 

rules 

 

Year 1 children will continue to work through the 
Read, Write Inc. phonics programme. They will 

also have opportunities to review and consolidate 

their learning gained during their reception year.  

In the summer term, all Year 1 children will usually 

take the National Phonics Screening Test to  

ensure that they have retained the phonic sounds 

that they have been taught.  

 

The Department of Education postponed the Year 

1 Phonics Screening Test from July last academic 

year to the start of next term. Consequently, Year 

2 will review the phonic sounds taught during Year 

1 to consolidate their learning.  They will move on 
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to working on the Year 2 Nation-

al Curriculum spelling rules in place of their 

daily phonics lessons after this check has been 

implemented.  

 

This year a Homework Word Work challenge 

book will be sent home to review the sounds 

being taught or reviewed in class.  A link will 

be provided to recorded online teaching  

videos to help support your child’s learning at 

home. Each week you will be advised which of 

the teaching videos to access to help your 

child complete the homework in their Word 

Work challenge book. The videos can be 

found at https://padlet.com/jgarley1/phonics  
This site also offers details of all the phonic 

sounds taught in the Read, Write Inc. pro-

gramme.  

 

 

Reading 

 

Guided Reading 

 

Guided reading sessions will continue for Year 

1 children sounding out correctly and talking 

about their comprehension of the ideas in the 

texts they are studying.  The children will read 

books matched to their developing phonic 

knowledge.  These books will also correspond 

with the Read, Write Inc. decodable Book Bag 

books sent home for you to read with your 

child. 

 

Year 2 will also continue to work through the 

Read, Write Inc. programme using books 

matched to their increasing phonic knowledge. 

They will start to develop their expression, 

fluency and comprehensions skills during these 

sessions. The guided reading books used  

correspond with the Read, Write Inc.  

decodable Book Bag books sent home for you 

to read with your child allowing for  

consolidation of phonic knowledge.  As we 

are now able to resume using book bags the 
Home Reading Diary will be sent home to  

allow you to record when you read with your 

child to allow us to check if there are any  

issues.  Please sign and date the book and 

leave a comment.  As your child has three 

books with the aim of re-reading them it is a 

good idea to note if they have been read 

again. 

Class Readers 

 

Every day in Class One there is time allocated 

for children to listen to an adult reading.  

Across the week this will include our main class 

reading book, picture books, and poetry and 

non-fiction books linked to our current topics. 

We will complete Book Talk grids and Never 

Heard the Word grids for some of these  

stories to allow the children to develop their 

comprehension skills and improve their  

vocabulary.  Sometimes we will sit together and 

listen to a story as this also helps to engage  

children in a love of reading which our aim is. 

The main class readers are detailed below for 
your information.  Our range of Page Turners 

includes books by the same authors and it may 

be that after hearing the story in class your 

child is keen to listen to another of the author’s 

stories which they can then borrow from our 

Page Turner library to read with you at home.  

 

This term the children will be listening to: 

 

 The Owl who was Afraid of the Dark by Jill 

Tomlinson 

 The Smallest Girl Ever by Sally Gardner 

 Poetry – Revolting Rhymes by Roald Dahl 

 

Picture Books to share: 

 

 The Elephant and the Bad Baby  

 Hansel and Gretel 

 The Cat who Wanted to go Home  

 

We also use a range of non-fiction books to 

support and link with all foundation subject  

areas.  

 

 
Handwriting 

 

Year 2 children will start to focus on joins using 

the Nelson handwriting scheme. They will learn 

correct joining techniques and where each 

letter should sit in relation to one another.  

Year 1 will work on presentation of their  

writing, focussing on correct letter formation 

and position.  They will have an opportunity to 

practise this independently in a dedicated hand-

writing session. 

 

 

Targets:  Observe and describe how seeds and bulbs grow into 
mature plants 

 Find out and describe how plants need water, light 

and a suitable temperature to grow and stay healthy 

https://padlet.com/jgarley1/phonics


Maths  

 
Year 1 

 
We will start this term by consolidating our 

existing place value knowledge of numbers 1-

10 before extending to 20.  We will also focus 

on developing mental strategies which this 

term will be number bonds for 10 and 20 and 

doubles working up to 10. The Top Marks Hit 

the Button website is a good platform for  

consolidating these skills at home.  

 
 Count to 20, forwards and backwards,  

beginning with 0 or 1, or from any given number  

 Count, read and write numbers to 20 in numerals  

 Given a number, identify one more and one less  

 Identify and represent numbers using objects and 

pictorial representations including the number line, 

and use the language of: equal to, more than, less 

than (fewer), most, least  

 Read and write numbers from 1 to 20 in numerals 

and words.  

 

The children will look at key vocabulary  

during the topic and we will use Never Heard 

the Word grids to help embed the meanings 

of these important terms during our unit of 

work. We will also use Talk for Maths text 

maps to help embed key information.  

 

Key Vocabulary: number, tens, ones, digit,  

numeral, teen number, column, more than, less 

than, equals 

 

 
Addition and subtraction 

 
Later in the term we will look at addition and 

subtraction.  We will continue to work within 

numbers to 20 and start to find totals.  We 

will use a range of apparatus including  

Numicon, cubes, dienes and tens frames to 

help gain an understanding before using visual 

representations such as part whole models 

and bar models to show our knowledge  

before using number sentences to record.  

 
 Read and write and interpret mathematical  

statements involving addition (+), subtraction (-) and 

equals (=) signs 

 Solve one-step problems that involve addition and 

subtraction, using concrete objects and pictorial 

representations and missing number problems.  

 

 

 

The children will look at key vocabulary during 

the topic and we will use Never Heard the 

Word grids to help embed the meanings of 

these important terms during our unit of work.  

 

Key Vocabulary: add, plus, sum, total, increase, 

altogether 

 

 
Year 2 

 

Number and Place Value 

 

Our focus this term will be Place Value, starting 

with consolidating this with number up to 50 

before moving up to 100.  During this work, we 

will use a range of practical apparatus including 

Numicon, cubes, Base 10 and tens frames to 

help embed mathematical knowledge.  We will 

also work on developing mental strategies which 

will include number bonds to 10 and 20, doubles 

to 12 and near doubles.  

 

The children will look at key vocabulary during 

the topic and we will use Never Heard the 

Word grids to help embed the meanings of 

these important terms during our unit of work.  

 

Key Vocabulary: digit, number, ones, tens, order, 

2-digit number, teens, column 
 

 Recognise the place value of each digit in a two-digit 

number (tens, ones) 

 Compare and order numbers from 0 up to 100; use <, 

> and = signs 

 Start to read and write the numbers to 100 in  

numerals and words 

 Use place value and number facts to solve problems 

 Count in steps of 2, 3, and 5 from 0, and in tens from 

any number, forward and backwards 

 
 
Times Tables – Year 2 

 

At the end of last year, Year 2 children were 

issued with a log in for TimesTables Rockstars. 

Learning the 2, 5, 10 and 3 times table is part of 

the maths curriculum and encouraging your 

child to engage with this platform is a useful way 

to help them begin to learn their tables. They 

will also have opportunities to use the website 

at school which means learning to access and 

use the site independently with their own log in 

details is particularly useful. 



 

Science 

 

Our science topic this term is Animals including 

Humans.  We will start by investigating what 

animals and humans need to stay alive by  

planning a Mission to Mars where we think 

about what we will need to take on our trip. 

We will then focus on the needs of animals 

and research how to look after a pet and use 

our findings to write an information text fact 

file.  Following this we will look at healthy  

diets and create our own healthy lunchbox. 

We will then move on to look at what  

humans need to do to keep both our bodies 
and minds healthy. We will conduct  

experiments to help us think about how  

exercise is important for our bodies and  

consider ways to relax and activities we enjoy 

that make us happy.  We will then move on to 

consider how germs cause infections and  

investigate how we can prevent them  

spreading during our ‘Snot Trail’ activity! We 

will practise our data collection skills by  

collecting details of Class One pets and  

favourite healthy snacks. 

 

 

Computing 

 

This term the children will be engaging in a 

computing unit called We Are Treasure Hunters 

where they will learn to use programmable 

toys. They will program a toy to move around 

a map to find buried treasure. They will start 

by thinking of algorithms for routes, and then 

input these as stored programs for the robot. 

They predict how the robot will move and 
debug their programs if there are any errors.  

 

 

Religious Education 

 

This term the children will learn about  

Celebration and family ties within Hinduism. They 

will start by finding out why Hindus celebrate 

Raksah Bandhan and consider what a religious 

celebration is with a focus on the importance of 

the family.  

 

The children will be encouraged to engage in 

positive discussion about the importance of  

celebrations in people’s lives. They will also  

consider that belonging to a group with a set of 

beliefs and traditions gives people a sense of  
belonging and purpose.  During the unit they will 

have opportunities to think about own  

experiences and views in relation to questions 

of belonging and traditions. 

 

 

Geography  

 

This term we will be working on our Locational 

Knowledge geography unit.  The children will  

investigate how many continents and oceans 

there are in the world and develop their team-

work and atlas reading skills.  We will talk about 

any countries the children have visited and find 

out which continents these countries are part 

of.  We will then move on to focus on the  

United Kingdom by undertaking a UK tour with 

William Whiskerson, a travelling mouse with a 

cheese phone!  We will embed our knowledge 

by turning his adventures into a Talk for Writing 

text map.  During this work the children will 
investigate the four countries which make up 

the UK and their capital cities.  The children will 

have opportunities to develop their teamwork 

skills by developing a presentation in a group. 

We will finish the unit by writing an information 

text about a UK country of their choice to help 

review our knowledge and develop our non-

fiction writing skills.  

 

Targets:  Understand that a programmable toy can be  
controlled by inputting a sequence of instructions 

 Develop and record sequences of instructions as an 

algorithm 

 Program the toy to follow their algorithm 

 Debug their programs 

 Predict how their programs will work  

Targets:  Recall and suggest meanings for stories and artefacts 
linked the festival of Raksha Bandhan 

 Identify the main ways in which Raksha Bandhan is 

celebrated 

 Know that celebration is characteristic of more than 
one religion 

 Listen and respond sensitively to the experience and 

feelings of others; including Hindus 

 Recognise some of their own values and those of 
others 

Targets:  Describe the importance for humans of exercise, 
eating the right amounts of different types of food, 

and hygiene 

 Find out about and describe the basic needs of  
animals, including humans, for survival (water, food 
and air) 



 

Music 

 

Mrs Enright is very much looking forward to 

seeing the pupils in Years 1 and 2 again.  This 

half term focuses on the development of the 

singing voice, listening skills, aural memory and 

physical skills.  We will use words and phrases 

relating to using voices in different ways, for 
example singing, whispering, humming and 

words relating to singing techniques, such as 

posture.  Discussion and games to show the 

musical elements of high, low, quiet, loud, fast 

and slow will also be included. 

 

 

 

 

 

Art 

 

This term the children will work on self-

portraits.  They will use a range of media  

during the term including pencils to sketch, 

paint, pastels and collage materials.  They will 

have opportunities to look at the work of Da 

Vinci, Matisse, Klimt,  Van Gogh and Warhol.  

The unit will focus online drawing, the use of 

colour, using a range of materials to make  

collages.  We will use the Talk for Writing 

process of imitation, innovation and  

independent application to create our own 

portraits in our chosen style. We will display 

these images in Class One to decorate the 

room and build a visual representation of our 

new class community.  

 
 To use drawing and painting to develop and share 

their ideas, experiences and imagination 

 To develop a range of art and design techniques in 

using colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form and 

space 

 Explore the work of a range of artists describing the 

difference and similarities between different  

practises and disciplines and making links to their 

own work 

 

 

 

Year 1 Targets 

 

 

Year 2 Targets 

 

PE 

 

Our unit of work on Thursday afternoons this 

term will be Kicking with accuracy to pass 

and shoot.  During this unit the children will be 

working on different techniques that can be 

used to strike a football, either to pass or to 

shoot. This will progress with the children  

eventually deciding which technique is most  

suitable to pass or shoot, depending on the  

scenario they may face themselves in.  We will 

also work on keeping the football under control, 

and changing our body shape when receiving the 

football from another person.  

 

 

PE Kits 

 

Please note the requirement for your child to be 

wearing a PE kit all day on a Thursday. 

Targets:  Name and locate the world’s seven continents and 
five oceans 

 Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four 

countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom 
and its surrounding seas 

Drawing  Draw a simple outline of features 

 Know that the eyes are level with ears on a 
portrait 

 Create thick and thin lines  

Painting  Hold a paintbrush with a tripod grip 

 Fill a large area with a consistent thickness of 
paint 

 Know the names of the primary colours and 
that you cannot make these by mixing 

 Know how to make the secondary colours of 
orange, green and purple  

Collage  Select and rip appropriately sized paper 

 Cover a designated area with collage paper with 

no gaps 

 Layer dry medial (pastels/oil pastels on top of 
paint to define outline 

Drawing  Know how to use HB, 3B, 3H to make light and 
dark lines and shaded areas 

 Know how to press hard for a clear, strong 

outline 

 Know how to press lightly to make a lighter 
mark 

 Shade inside shapes keeping inside the lines 

Painting  Keep the paint within an intended area without 
crossing over the lines 

 Add white to a colour to make a tint 

 Gradually increase the quantity of white to 
make a tint lighter 

Collage  Layer dry media (pastels, oil pastels) on top of 
paint to add texture 

 Layer ripped cardboard to create shapes 

(before painting)  

 Embellish painting with textures using paper, 
card and wool 



 

 

Health and Relationships Education 

 

This term we will explore Healthy and Happy 

Friendships by focussing on our existing friend-

ships and exploring the qualities that make a 

friendship happy.  The children will work on a 

recipe for a happy friendship and consider acts 

of kindness to show kindness to each other. 

We will move on to look at boundaries in 

friendships and how to feel safe.  Finally, we 

will look at how to deal with friendship issues 

and think about who we can ask for help to 

resolve problems. 
 

Lesson titles: 

 

 What makes a happy friendship? 

 Personal Boundaries 

 Worries  

 

 

Homework 

 

Homework is given out on a Friday and needs 

to be handed in by the following Thursday at 

the latest.  Spelling lists and IXL challenges can 

be accessed via the Class One Padlet - https://

padlet.com/MrsGarley/C1  Additional home-

work challenges linked to foundation subject 

lessons may be added to the Padlet occasion-

ally.  

 

The word building books need to be  

completed weekly and generally ask children 

to write a short list of words using the  

phoneme that they have been learning in class. 

As mentioned in the phonics section of the 

newsletter a supporting video will also be 

available on the Phonics Padlet for your child 

to work through. https://padlet.com/jgarley1/

phonics   

 

Please continue to listen to your child read 
each day. This practice alongside our daily 

guided reading sessions will increase the  

fluency and comprehension of their reading. 

Repeated reading of the Read, Write Inc.  

programme readers is an important part of 

children embedding their phonic knowledge 

and improving their fluency.  Please encourage 

them to read the books more than once as it 

will help them to become confident readers. 

Your child will have a Reading Diary sent home 

for you to record how they are getting on with 

their reading at home which needs sending back 

to school with their reading books. 

 

It is vital that the Read, Write Inc. reading books 

are returned to school either on a Thursday 

or Friday morning to ensure we can issue 

your child with new books for the following 

week. If they are not handed in on time, we will 

be unable to issue a new set of books as we 

have a limited amount of each title. If they are 

not received back into school on the correct 
day you will need to keep the books for another 

week and we would encourage you to read 

them again with your child.  

 

Please continue to share the Class Page Turner 

books with your child. Talking together about 

the book helps to develop comprehension skills 

and foster a love of reading. Children will be  

allowed to choose one Page Turner to either 

read or share with an adult at home.  Please  

encourage your child to complete a Page Turner 

Postcard after they have finished each title to 

allow us to build up a bank of reviews which can 

help their peers when making their choices from 

the available books and create a buzz about our 

books. We also display these reviews in our 

Book Corner so we would ask that you  

encourage your child to use their best  

handwriting. The children have already chosen a 

new Page Turner and have been given with a 

blank postcard to complete and return when 

they are ready to choose a new title.  

 

 

IXL Maths challenges will be issued for Year 

One and Two. Year Two also need to use 

TimesTables Rockstars regularly to practise 

their TimesTables.  

 

A further maths homework challenge sheet and 
reading comprehension challenge sheet will be 

issued for Year 2 at the start of the spring term.  
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Belongings and Toys from Home 

 

We have always encouraged children not to 

bring toys in from home as experience has 

shown that they can get lost or damaged at 

school and can sometimes be a distraction to 

the children during the school day. If there is a 

particular issue and you feel your child would 

benefit from having a special toy in school to 

help them please mention this to us. 

 

Thank you for your cooperation in this  

matter. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


