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Dear Parents 

 

We hope you had a healthy holiday and that 

you were able to spend time with your loved 

ones.  We would like to thank you for the 

lovely gifts received – they were greatly 

appreciated.  We are looking forward to a busy 

term ahead, packed with exciting learning 

opportunities.  We hope these will not be 

disrupted in any way, but will endeavour to limit 

the impact if we are required to respond to any 

outbreaks of infection. 

Mrs James & Mrs Wake 

Class Teachers 

 
 

English 

 

This term we will be concentrating 

on teaching Characterisation.  The 

aim is to enable the children to 

create characters that sound read and that the 

reader can imagine.  We will begin to explore 

the concept of characterisation by looking at 

the crazy Axel Sheffler book entitled Flap Flap 

Frozen.  This crazy rhyme and creatures book 

allows for the creation of amazing new animals 

who will obviously have their own 

characteristics, leading to their very own 

personal character as a result.   Question:  

What do you get if you cross a narwal with a 

reindeer?  Why, that’s obvious, it’s a nardeer!  

Another question:  And how about a penguin 

with a beluga?  That’s a penuga, of course. 

 

We will begin by having a go at creating a real 

sounding character in a cold write, before 

researching ‘real’ animals and their 

characteristics.  We will then invent 

characteristics for some crazy creatures formed 

by two types of animal. 

 

As well as studying characterisation we will also 

look at voyage and return stories and focus on 

the character type of Shapeshifter. 
 

 

Following this fictional focus we will then move 

on to looking at the non-fiction writing of 

Persuasion.  Persuasion is any text designed to 

persuade the reader to think or act in a 

particular way.  From a very  young age, most 

children have worked out that emotional 

blackmail can be a good way of persuading 

others to do what they want!  This appeal to the 

emotions, hopefully in a less extreme form, is a 

key ingredient of persuasive text. 

 

Persuasion begins with a ‘hook’ to encourage 

the reader to want to learn more.  This is then 

followed by a series of ordered paragraphs 
which are linked to maximise their impact on 

the reader:  emotive signposts draw the reader 

into the logic of the persuader. 

 

 

Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling 

 

Following an assessment, we will continue to 

focus on those areas of grammar and 

punctuation which require further development.  

Much of this work will be undertaken as part of 

the Talk for Writing process while some aspects 

will be taught separately and supported by 

Martin’s wonderful grammatical/punctuation 

images. 

 

In our final week, we will focus on Talking Poetry 

and will focus on two list poems by Roger 

McGough:  The Sound Collector and The Colour 

Collector.  Both these poems have strong rhyme 

schemes and offer a useful way to explore how 

mood is created by colour and sound. 

 

 

Reading 

 

We will continue with our spine book Wolves of 

Willoughby Chase by Joan Aitken as our class 

reader.  As a classic novel, this has been quite 

challenging for the children to understand as 
there is a lot of unfamiliar vocabulary but it has 

allowed for a lot of in-depth conversations and 

discussion about what is going on.  We will 

continue to discuss different extracts in depth 

Class 3 



and answer questions to help with the 

children’s understanding in some of our reading 

sessions as well as using other cross-curricular 

reading comprehensions that cover the VIPERS 

key reading areas.  

 

Our page turner drop-ins will continue and 

children will be given the opportunity to read 

on a 1:1 basis with members of staff to check 

the children’s understanding (and motivation to 

read) of their page turners. The children will 

complete another assessment at the beginning 

of the term as well to aid our planning of key 

areas for our reading sessions.  

 
We are going to be undertaking an inventory 

of our class page turners in the first few weeks 

of this term as there appears to be a number of 

our books missing.  Please can you ask children 

to have a good hunt around at home for books 

that they may have had at the beginning of the 

academic year (or even before for those in 

Year 6).  

 

 

 

Maths 

 

Number 

 

This term we will focus on Mental Calculation 

using mental strategies for the four operations 

to include strategies such as rounding, adjusting 

and calling on prior knowledge. 

 

We will move on to the following:  prime 

numbers, square and cube numbers, the order 

of operations within a calculation, further 

application of mental calculation, reasoning 

using known facts.  We will then move on to 

working with fractions and will cover the 

following:  equivalent fractions, improper 

fractions to mixed numbers, mixed numbers to 

improper fractions, the simplification of 

fractions.   
 

Finally, we will move on to adding and 

subtracting fractions as well as adding and 

subtracting mixed numbers. 

 

As ever, the language of maths holds great 

importance because of terms such as improper 

fraction/mixed number are not understood, the 

maths cannot be accessed.  We will focus on the 

understanding of mathematical terms to aid 

mathematical understanding. 

 

 

Shape, Space and Measure 

 

This term we will be focussing on perimeter, area 

and volume.  We will begin by looking at how to 

measure and calculate perimeter of rectilinear 

shapes (a shape where all sides meet at right 

angles) with and without grids.  We will also 

look at how to calculate unknown side lengths 

using the information you have been given to 

calculate perimeters.  After that, we will move 
on to area of rectangles and compound shapes 

where they will need to split the shapes up in to 

smaller shapes.  We will also look at how to find 

the area of irregular shapes by counting squares 

to estimate the area of shapes that are not 

rectilinear before moving on to the area of 

triangles and parallelograms.  Finally we will look 

at what volume is by creating shapes and 

counting cubes to help children understand that 

it is the space occupied by a 3D object and also 

look at the formula (l x w x h) for calculating the 

volume of cuboids.  

 

 

Science 

 

We will spend a few weeks completing our 

Science topic on Light from last term.  We will 

then move on to our topic which will extend to 

the end of the Spring Term (ie:  the Easter 

holiday).  This topic is entitled Out of this World.  

In this topic we will learn about Space.  Starting 

with the Earth and the Moon we will then 

progress on to learning about the Solar System 

and our Sun.  We will also look at how ideas 

about Space have changed over 

time, before finally exploring 

what causes us to experience 

night and day on Earth. 

 
 

Computing 

 

This term, the children are going to use 

software and digital devices for recording sound 

to be able to create a theme of a Radio Station.  

It is designed to encourage a creative approach 

that includes interviewing, making adverts and 

using jingles.  Other software is incorporated 



where children write scripts and design 

additional advertising for their Radio Station.  

Opportunities are included for children to 

present, listen, review and evaluate their own 

content as well as professional and commercial 

examples, plus those created by their peers.  

 

We will also have two Natterhub online safety 

sessions entitled Knowing and Using Search 

Engines Effectively (Question It) and Permissions 

and Privacy Settings (Secure it).  There will be 

occasional homework activities linked to online 

safety which will be set on Natterhub 

throughout the term. 

 
 

 

History 

 

This term, Class 3 will be focussing on The 

Vikings where the key question is: Would the 

Vikings do anything for money? The children will 

learn about the Vikings, and consider the 

reasons why they raided and then settled in 

Britain. They will investigate the popular view 

of the Vikings as raiders, ruthless in their ways 

of obtaining wealth. They will study primary 

sources of evidence, such as accounts by 

monks of the raid on Lindisfarne, as well as 

archaeological finds, to understand why this 

interpretation of the Vikings has become so 

popular. They will examine King Alfred’s 

struggle and victory over the Vikings, 

 

 

 

Spanish 

 

Well done to all the children for the fantastic 

performance they gave at the fashion show. 

They planned their own outfits, wrote 

descriptions in Spanish, read and spoke in 

Spanish on stage, in front of an audience and 

choreographed their own moves.  With only 

one practice session their confidence was truly 
amazing! 

 

This term we will learn vocabulary for school 

subjects, express our opinion of each subject 

and state the reason we have this opinion.  We 

will revise days of the week and time of the day 

to draw up a school timetable. 

 

Music 

 

This half term, Class 3 will continue to sing a 

variety of songs confidently and with 

expression.  They will be focusing on singing a 

simple second part of a two part song and 

maintaining their part in a round.  They will 

play through pentatonic scales and create 

accompaniments to a song. 

 

 

 

PE 

 
PE will continue on a Thursday.    Our unit this 

term will be Dodgeball. 

 

The children will improve on key skills used in 

Dodgeball such as throwing, dodging and 

catching.  They will also learn how to select 

and apply tactics to a game situation to outwit 

their opponent. In Dodgeball, players achieve 

this by hitting opponents with a ball whilst 

avoiding being hit.  The children are given 

opportunities to play games independently and 

are taught the importance of being honest, 

whilst playing to the rules of the game. They 

will learn officiating skills when refereeing 

games and are given the opportunities to 

evaluate and suggest improvements to their 

own and others’ performances.  

 

Please remember the  requirement for  

wearing PE kit all day on a Thursday. 

 

 

RE 

 

Our RE topic this term is entitled Values and 

will focus on religious beliefs, values and 

teaching.  The key concepts which will be 

explored are: 

 

 that people’s values may be dependent upon 
their beliefs which may or may not be 

religious 

 that being a member of a group, community 

or society gives responsibilities as well as 

privileges 

 that people seek guidance about what to 

believe and how to behave and that holy 

books can give followers this guidance 

 

 



 

Thinking Classrooms:  Metacognition 

Lessons 

 

This term’s lessons look at the topic of Fear.  

We will explore how we feel when we are 

facing challenges and will develop strategies to 

support us as learners.   

 

This term’s Learning Powers are: 

 

 

 Being resilient 

 Co-operative learning 

 Continuously improving 
 Being curious 

 Self-improvement 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Relationships and Health Education 
 

This term’s topic will cover the concept of giving 

care in the community.  Lessons will cover:   
 

 Care needs 

 Feeling lonely 

 Why people should volunteer 

 

 

Assemblies 
 

Cultural Capital: “It is the essential knowledge that 

pupils need to be educated citizens, introducing 
them to the best that has been thought and said 

and helping to engender an appreciation of human 

creativity and achievement.” 
 

This term we will explore the achievements of: 

 

Martin Luther King  The Queen 

Greta Thunberg  Sarah Storey 

Marcus Rashford  Captain Tom 

Nelson Mandela 
 

 


