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Dear Parents,  

 

We would like to wish you a Happy New Year 

and say thank you for all our lovely gifts. We 

hope you all had a wonderful break and would 

like to welcome you to our new term where 

we have lots of learning opportunities for your 

child to enjoy. 

 

Please get in touch if you have any queries 

regarding your child’s learning by emailing the 

class email address which is checked at 9am 

every morning: 

 class1@maidwell.northants.sch.uk   
   

Mrs Garley 

Class Teacher 

 

English 

 

Narrative 

 

This term our story is called Kassim 

and the Pirate’s Treasure.  As usual we 

will follow our Talk for Writing 
process starting with drawing a story 

map to allow the children to 

memorise the story. This will be 

embedded through oral activities including 

stepping out, role play including telephone 

conversations and hot seating and story circles 

where the children act out the story.  We will 

then move on to innovating the story while 

keeping its structure and this work will be 

supported by our visiting artist Martin Young. 

Our focus during this work will be on 

characterisation and dialogue and we will look 

at model texts to help us develop a toolkit to 

help us write character descriptions and follow 

the rules of dialogue whilst engaging the reader.  

 

Non-fiction: This term, Class One’s non-

fiction skill focus will be Information Texts.  We 

will link this work to our Kassim fiction work 

and produce a variety of information texts 

linked to our story. We will use model texts to 

identify the features of an information text as well 

as real life examples from the internet and 

reference books.  The children will listen to, map 

and recite a model text to help embed the 

structure of this non-fiction writing type.  We will 

also develop a Never Heard the Word Grid to 

locate and define challenging vocabulary. 

 

Poetry 

 

Due to our Nativity preparations, we ran out of 

time to learn our performance poem last term. 

Consequently, this term we will work on two 

poems to allow the children to appreciate poems 

through reciting them off by heart: At The Zoo by 
William Makepeace Thackeray and The Owl and the 

Pussy Cat by Edward Lear. We will use our Talk 

for Writing format of mapping the poem and 

reciting these together and plan to share them 

with you at this term’s Sharing Assembly.  This will 

allow the children to build up a repertoire of 

poems across the year whilst developing their 

understanding of delivering poetry using 

appropriate intonation.  

 

Grammar 

 

This term, Years One and Two will work on the 

following areas of grammar: 

 

 Contractions 

 Capital letters for proper nouns and I 

 Identifying adverbs 

 Possessive apostrophes 

 Identifying correct punctuation in a sentence 

and review sentence types 

 Review 

 

Word Work Sessions – phonics and spelling 

rules 

 

Year 1 children will continue to work through the 

Read, Write Inc phonics programme focussing on 

reviewing Set 2 sounds this term whilst building in 

reviews of previously taught Set 3 sounds to 
consolidate their learning.  

 

As previously advised last term, Year 2 will be 

working on the Year 2 National Curriculum 

spelling rules in place of their daily phonics lessons 
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now that the delayed phonics check has been 

completed. These weekly rules with 

correspond to the weekly spellings sent home 

and a review PowerPoint will be added to the 

phonics Padlet to help you work on these new 

rules with your child to support their word 

work homework challenge.  

 

Please continue to review the phonics or 

spelling rules with your child using the 

Homework Word Work challenge book . The 

videos and Powerpoints can be found at https://

padlet.com/jgarley1/phonics.  This site also 

offers details of all the phonic sounds taught in 

the Read, Write Inc programme. If you have 
had difficulty in accessing this resource, please 

speak to us about it as it is important that your 

child reviews this work at home to support 

their learning. 

 

Guided Reading 

 

Guided reading sessions will continue for Year 

1 children sounding out correctly and talking 

about their comprehension of the ideas in the 

texts they are studying. The children will read 

books matched to their developing phonic 

knowledge. These books will also correspond 

with the Read, Write Inc decodable Book Bag 

books sent home for you to read with your 

child. 

 

Year 2 will complete the Read, Write Inc 

programme Guided Reading books this term 

and will then move to use high quality texts to 

support their developing comprehension skills. 

They will also have opportunities to work on 

comprehension challenge papers and a new 

homework reading comprehension sheet will 

be sent home each week which we will review 

together in school to further develop this 

important skill. 

 

Class Readers 

 
We will continue to listen to a wide range of 

stories in class.  This term the children will be 

listening to: 

 

 Billy and the Minpins 

 The Worst Witch 

 

Picture Books to share 

 Can’t You Sleep Little Bear?  

 Dr Xargle’s Book of Earthlets 

 Snow 

 Rapunzel 

 

Poetry  

 The Works Key Stage 1 by Pie Corbett 

 

We also use a range of Non-fiction books to 

support and link with all foundation subject 

areas.  

 
Handwriting 

 

Year 2 children will continue to work on their 

joins using the Nelson handwriting scheme. 

They will learn the joining techniques and 

where each letter should sit in relation to each 

other.  Year 1 will work on presentation of 

their writing, focussing on correct letter 

formation and position. They will have an 

opportunity to practise this independently in 

two weekly handwriting sessions. 

 

Maths  

 
Year 1 

 

Addition and subtraction within 10 

 

We will use a range of apparatus including 

Numicon, cubes, dienes and tens frames to help 

gain an understanding before using visual 

representations such as part whole models and 

bar models to show our knowledge before 

using number sentences to record.  

 

 

Addition and subtraction (Within 20) 

 

 Read and write and interpret mathematical 

statements involving addition (+), subtraction 

(-) and equals (=) signs 

 Solve one-step problems that involve 

addition and subtraction, using concrete 

objects and pictorial representations and 

missing number problems  

 

Number and Place Value (within 50) 

 Count to and across 100, forwards and 

backwards, beginning with 0 or 1, or from 

any given number  

 Count, read and write numbers to 100 in 
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numerals; count in multiples of twos, fives 

and tens  

 Given a number, identify one more and one 

less  

 Identify and represent numbers using 

objects and pictorial representations 

including the number line, and use the 

language of: equal to, more than, less than 

(fewer), most, least  

 Read and write numbers from 1 to 20 in 

numerals and words  

 

Year 2 

 

Number: Addition and subtraction 
 

 solve problems with addition and 

subtraction: using concrete objects and 

pictorial representations, including those 

involving numbers, quantities and measures 

 

Number: Multiplication and Division 

 

 Recall and use multiplication and division 

facts for the 2, 5 and 10 multiplication 

tables, including recognising odd and even 

numbers  

 Calculate mathematical statements for 

multiplication and division within the 

multiplication tables and write them using 

the multiplication (×), division (÷) and 

equals (=) signs  

 Show that multiplication of two numbers 

can be done in any order (commutative) 

and division of one number by another 

cannot  

 Solve problems involving multiplication and 

division, using materials, arrays, repeated 

addition, mental methods, and 

multiplication and division facts, including 

problems in contexts 

 

Measure: Statistics 

 

 Interpret and construct simple pictograms, 
tally charts, block diagrams and simple 

tables  

 Ask and answer simple questions by 

counting the number of objects in each 

category and sorting the categories by 

quantity  

 Ask and answer questions about totalling 

and comparing categorical data  

 

Times Tables – Year 2 

 

Thank you to those parents who have 

encouraged their child to start to learn their 

times tables. It is noticeable that this supports 

the children with their maths work.  Whilst we 

provide some class time during maths lessons to 

look at times tables and use Times Tables Rock 

Stars, this extra home practice really helps to 

improve fluency. The children need to learn the 

2, 10, 5 and 3 times tables to help them prepare 

for the move to Key Stage 2.  

 

Science 

 
We will start our new topic Uses of Everyday 

Materials.  We will identify and compare a range 

of everyday materials including wood, metal, 

plastic, glass, brick, rock paper and cardboard 

and consider what they are used for.  We will 

then investigate how the shapes of solid objects 

made from some materials can be changed by 

squashing, bending, twisting and stretching them.  

 

We will also look at the season of winter and 

observe and describe the associated weather.  

 

RHE 

 

Caring and responsibility: Special people in 

our communities  

 

This unit starts by exploring the people that help 

us in our communities.  It then moves on to 

how we can stay safe and how we might need 

support from a trusted adult. The final lesson 

focusses on community groups and how they 

might support us. The theme of showing respect 

for difference continues throughout this unit.  

 

Lesson titles: 

 Community Helpers  

 Special people in our communities  

 Our communities and groups  

 
Metacognition 

 

After the fall – developing resilience  

 

This unit looks at how we feel when we fail and 

identifies strategies that can help us overcome a 

fear of failure. The learning powers used are 

resilience and responding positively to making 

mistakes.  The children will use the story ‘After 



the Fall’  which includes the 

character Humpty Dumpty to 

support this work 

 

 

Computing 

 

This term’s computing unit is called We Are 

Painters where the children will work 

creatively using a paint program to create an 

illustration which conveys character.  

Working collaboratively in small groups they 

will use their images to create an ebook.  The 

children will learn how to edit an image and 

combine multiple illustrations into a single 
document which they will  practise saving and 

retrieving. Finally, they will give constructive 

feedback to each other.  

 

Religious Education 

 

This term the children will look at Books and 

Stories in Christianity: What do Christians learn 

from the Bible?  This unit allows the children to 

begin to understand how the Bible and the 

stories it contains influences the way 

Christians lead their lives. The pupils will 

begin to understand why Jesus told stories in 

his teaching and why they are important to 

believers. They will be encouraged to think 

for themselves about questions about the 

stories and why they are sacred and important 

in religion. The children will consider what can 

be learnt from the stories that Jesus told.   

 

Geography 

 

Our topic this term is People and Communities: 

Where in the world do these people live? In this 

unit, the children take four different world 

journeys. Starting with their local area, they 

then look at coastal, rainforest, dry (desert) 

and world city locations using virtual and 

imagined journeys to identify similarities and 

contrasts.  
 

Art and Design 

 

This term our unit will focus on Art and Design 

Skills.  We will start by using Lego to create a 

print by painting and stamping blocks to create 

patterns, pictures and letters.  The children will 

use a variety of colours and sizes and explain the 

choices they make.  We will move on to the 

look at the work of artists Louis Wain and 

Kandinsky. We will also work on mixing 

different hues of blue and yellow, filling an 

outline of their hands with varying shades of 

green and decorating their piece with dots, 

zigzags, stripes, wavy lines and shapes.  

 
 

Music 

 

This half term, the children will work on playing 

in time to a beat.  They will sing a variety of 

songs, and practise following the leader.  They 

will clap, play and chant simple rhythms to 

create a repeated pattern (ostinato).  The 

children will continue to use a variety of 

percussion instruments and continue to work 

on being ready to respond at exactly the right 

moment. 
 

 

PE 

 

Our unit of work on Thursday afternoons this 

term will be Target Games. 

 

In this unit the children will develop their aim 
using both underarm and overarm actions. They  

will be given opportunities to select and apply 

the appropriate action for the target considering 

the size and distance of the challenge. They will 

apply their skills individually, in pairs and in small 

groups and begin to organise and self-manage 

their own activities. They will also understand 

the importance of abiding by rules to keep 

themselves and others safe.  

 

 

PE Kits 

 

Please note the requirement for your child to be 

wearing a PE kit all day on a Thursday. 

 

 

Homework 

Targets:  name and locate the world’s seven 

continents  

 learn about the human and physical 

geography of a small area in several non-

European countries  

 read images, maps, atlases and globes  

 ask and answer questions  

 use basic geographical vocabulary. 



Homework will continue to be given out on a 

Friday and needs to be handed in by the 

following Thursday or Friday at the latest. 

Spelling lists, IXL challenges and Year 2 maths 

and comprehension challenge sheets can be 

accessed via the Class One Padlet - https://

padlet.com/MrsGarley/C1.  

 

Additional homework challenges linked to 

foundation subject lessons may be added to 

the Padlet occasionally.  

 

The word building books need to be 

completed weekly and generally ask children 

to write a short list of words using the taught 
Read, Write Inc. sound or Year 1 Spelling rule 

that they have been learning in class. As 

mentioned in the phonics section of the 

newsletter a supporting video or Powerpoint 

(Year 2 rules) is available on the Phonics 

Padlet for your child to work through. https://

padlet.com/jgarley1/phonics. As mentioned 

previously, if there is a particular issue which 

means you have been unable to complete this 

activity please let us know. 

 

Please continue to listen to your child read 

each day. Repeated reading of the Read, 

Write Inc programme readers is an important 

part of children embedding their phonic 

knowledge and improving their fluency. Please 

continue to read the books more than once 

as it will help them to become confident 

readers. Your child will have a Reading Diary 

sent home for you to record how they are 

getting on with their reading at home which 

needs sending back to school with their 

reading books. Please ensure you record how 

they have got on reading the books to allow 

us to change them. Whilst Year 2 will move 

to more challenging readers they still need to 

practise their reading skills focussing on 

comprehension. Please try to ask your child 

questions to check their understanding whilst 

listening to them reading. Working on 
understanding challenging vocabulary, 

inference, prediction and summarising what 

has happened will all help your child improve 

their comprehension skills.  

 

 

Please also continue to share the Class Page 

Turner books with your child. Talking 

together about the book helps to develop 

comprehension skills and foster a love of 

reading.  Blank Page Turner postcards will be 

issued when they choose a new title.   

 

Year 2 will have a new weekly maths challenge 

sheet added to the Class One padlet. This is 

designed to help review key skills learnt in class. 

Toolkits showing the methods taught will also 

be added to the padlet to help you to support 

your child in practising these methods. Please 

encourage your child to have a go independently 

at this challenge which will be reviewed in class.  

 

There will also be a short comprehension 
challenge sheet added to the padlet to provide 

opportunities for Year 2 children to develop 

their comprehension skills. Again this will be 

reviewed at school and support given if needed.  

 

IXL Maths challenges will be issued for Year 

One and Two.  

 

Belongings and Toys from Home 

 

We have always encouraged children not to 

bring toys in from home as experience has 

shown that they can get lost or damaged at 

school and can sometimes be a distraction to 

the children during the school day. Now we are 

moving into Term 3 it is less likely the children 

will need this extra support but if there is a 

particular issue and you feel your child would 

benefit from having a special toy in school please 

mention this to us. 

 

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 

 
Assemblies 

 

Cultural Capital: “It is the essential knowledge that 

pupils need to be educated citizens, introducing 

them to the best that has been thought and said 

and helping to engender an appreciation of human 

creativity and achievement.” 

 

This term we will explore the achievements of: 

 

Martin Luther King  The Queen 

Greta Thunberg  Sarah Storey 

Marcus Rashford  Captain Tom 

Nelson Mandela 
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