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Happy New Year!

Christmas seems
such a long time
ago now … so much
has happened since!
All the staff at
Maidwell Primary
School would like
to thank everybody
for their kind and
generous gifts at
Christmas.
They were hugely
appreciated.
Thank you from us
all

It has certainly been an interesting start to the year and once again the staff have
responded admirably and with considerable speed. We are witnessing positive
learning taking place. You must understand that, as teachers, we have never before
attempted to teach children who are not with us in the classroom. Every hour online
takes many more in the planning and preparation.
We must ensure we remain open for critical worker children and all of you at home.
We know home learning is difficult … remote learning is difficult for us but keeping
infection rates down and our whole community safe will be worth it. Summer days
are ahead.
Thank you for all your kind words over the last few days.

Mrs Rosemarie James
Headteacher

Winter School Closure
As well as the ongoing situation with Covid-19, we also need to bear in mind that this
is the time of year where the weather might turn against us. Hopefully we will have a
mild winter, but just in case please bear in mind the following:
The only place you will be able to check if the school is closed will be on our school
website (not on the Northamptonshire County Council website).
If your child is due in school, as a matter of course, you will also receive an
emergency SMS from us advising of the school’s closure. Please take time to check
that your mobile number is current on the ParentMail system.

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:
Term Dates

2

Parking Reminder

2

Governing Body News

2

EcoCouncil News

2

Parents’ Evenings

3

Curriculum Meetings

3

PTA News

3

Stepping Stones, Clipston

4

Elf Kick Update

4

If we ever need to take the decision to close the school part-way through the day
please ensure you collect your child as a matter of urgency, as we need to ensure the
staff can get home safely once all children have left the premises.

Covid Symptoms - pupils in school
If your child is displaying symptoms which may indicate COVID infection,
please seek advice by calling 111 or 119. Staff cannot advise as we are not
medically trained. If you do seek a test, please advise the school of the results
as soon as they are received. DO NOT SEND YOUR CHILD TO SCHOOL
IF THEY ARE DISPLAYING ANY SYMPTOMS.
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Term Dates
This half term finishes on Friday 12 February 2021 and we return to school (in whatever
form)on Monday 22 February 2021. Full academic year dates are published on the school
website and include the school’s five Teacher Training Days. Please note that training
days are not included on the calendar on Northamptonshire County Council’s
website.
OUTSPAN SCHOOL, UGANDA: Reuben
We are delighted to advise that a good friend of the school has very kindly donated the magnificent
sum of £275 to add to the £100 raised by the PTA Mufti Day to pay for Rueben’s education in
Uganda. Our generous beneficiary realised we would not be able to raise funds in the usual way
and very kindly stepped in. We send them a HUGE thank you from us all at Maidwell Primary
School.

Parking & Turning Reminder - if your child is currently in school
Thank you for continuing to park courteously when near the school premises. Could we
please remind you that the STAFF CAR PARK ENTRANCE SHOULD NOT BE
USED FOR TURNING. Please ensure that any child minders who drop-off/collect on
your behalf are aware of this important safety message.
Governing Body News
Mrs Reem McGrann, Chair of Governors
The Governing Body met twice in November; much was discussed including finances and policies.
Monitoring visits, which are of vital importance and the role of the Governors to undertake, have
been facilitated in a safe manner. As such we have been able to carry out Safeguarding, Health and
Safety, EYFS curriculum and Online Safety monitoring visits. The Data Group was also able to meet
and review the progress of children. Remote learning provisions were outlined to the governors
during the meetings and it seems that we are now in the unfortunate position to need to utilise
these tools.
EcoCouncil News
The EcoCouncil continued to meet last term although we did have to contain it to the class 3
bubble. We achieved a few on-going tasks and planned a few others for when we return to
school.
Last term we provided boxes for each class to recycle their crisp packets from their lunch packs. So
far we have collected around 150! We have also started to collect any broken or used up pens
ready to send of for recycling. We collect our fruit waste to be collected by the weekly council
collection that will be made into compost.
Many of the EcoCouncil have also designed fabulous posters to be put up inside and outside the
school to inform and remind everyone about litter, recycling and the importance of our
environment.
When we can meet again, we will continue with designing our own reusable cloth bag which we
plan to sell. This will have a wonderful environmental theme of how Maidwell Primary School is
working towards a better future for our planet.
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Parents’ Evenings: February 2021 Dates
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Please make a note of these dates in your diary for next year:
Y1/Y2/Class 2/Class 3:
Y1/Y2/Class 2/Class 3:
Reception pupils:
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Tuesday 23 February 2021
Thursday 25 February 2021
Wednesday 24 February 2021
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3.40-5.00pm
3.40-7.00pm

During the school day

We will decide closer to the time what format these meetings will take.

Parents’ Curriculum Meetings and Talk for Writing Mornings
Unfortunately, due to the current situation we are unable to hold these sessions in the coming weeks.
We will let you know as soon as we are able to re-start them.

PTA News
Mrs Nikel and team
Well .. a Happy New Year to you all and positive thoughts, despite our current situation, that
2021 will be better than last year. Although we have not had the same fundraising opportunities
this year, we have managed a little thanks to everyone's efforts. In these times I feel that thanks
for each of the efforts made are most important. So here is a list of thank yous for last term’s
achievements:
Thank you to everyone who donated on the Christmas non uniform day. You raised £90 towards
Reuben’s school fees in Uganda and so the PTA rounded it up to £100 and donated this to the
school.

Thank you to all who purchased raffle tickets from the BIG PTA Raffle. This raised £75 which
was our portion of the ticket sales from Maidwell.

Thank you for all of the bags donated for Cash4Clothes. This raised a sum in the region of £90.

Thank you to Natalie Lawrence who made all of the amazing Christmas craft packs and organised
the sale of these. We raised in the region of £100.

Thank you to the children who created such fantastic artwork for the Christmas card and gifts
which many of you purchased. This figure is not yet calculated.

Thank you to Neil and Sam Beasley who made and installed the new small blackboards around
the school playground. These have been much appreciated!

Thank you to the volunteers who made a good start in the Autumn on the grounds maintenance.

A warm thank you to Santa for visiting us in December, not once but twice!

Thank you to all of the staff at Maidwell Primary who have worked so relentlessly at keeping our
children safe at school and adapting to many frequent changes and government requests.

Finally, a huge thank you to all of the amazing children who have coped so well during these very
difficult times.


The PTA will continue to fundraise where it can and provide any necessary help and any extra curricular activities where possible.
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KPIs of our priorities

Maidwell Primary School
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