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Welcome to the second half of the academic year. That came round quickly!
Time really does fly when you are enjoying yourself and we do enjoy ourselves
at Maidwell Primary School .
Rosemarie James

Headteacher

A Maidwell Welcome (and Welcome Back)
We would like to say Hello to Hollie who has joined us in Class 3. We hope she
enjoys her time with us here at Maidwell Primary School.
A big
Welcome Back goes to Mrs Garley who has returned after her teaching practice.

Friday 3 April

2.45pm

All welcome

Assessments take place across the entire school.
Please ensure your child is in school for this whole week.
w/c 11 May 2020
Thursday 12 March
6.00pm - in school
EYFS Parents’ Meeting
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Please
could
all
reception parents put
this date in your diary.
At this meeting we will
explore
Developing
Mathematical Understanding.

Thursday 2 April - 9.00am

Parents’ Curriculum Meeting
Please join us to find out
about developing reading
comprehension through Book
Talk. This will be a practical
session when you can witness
this powerful teaching
method being taught to
children of all three classes.
Attendance will help you to
develop your ability to have
very valuable discussion at
home.
An open invitation to all
parents.

Wednesday 4 or
Thursday 5 March,
9.45am
EYFS Parents:
Talk for Writing Sessions
Come along again and
join in a Talk for Writing
lesson with your children
and find out all about
how to tell and map
stories building in story
language and structure.
Learn how to put Storytelling/Talk for Writing
into action at home.

PAGE

2

Term Dates
This term finishes for Easter on Friday 3 April 2020 and we return to school on Tuesday
21 April 2020. Full academic year dates for this year and next are published on the school
website and include the school’s five Teacher Training Days. Please note that training
days are not included on the calendar on Northamptonshire County Council’s
website.

Jodie Nikel

Maidwell school PTA

End of Financial Year
We have started the
process of closing our
accounts in preparation
for the end of the
Northants
County
Council financial year.
Please take the time to
log
in
to
your
ParentPay account and
ensure all outstanding
payments on your account
are settled as soon as
possible. The Governing
Body will be issuing
personalised reminders
shortly for all unpaid
amounts.

Welcome back everyone. We start this term with our Pancake Flipping
Competition in school hours on Tuesday 25th February. Hopefully
you have all received the sponsorship forms that we sent out before the
half term holiday and have been busy getting family and friends to
sponsor the children on their number of flips. The children love this
friendly competition and is a great way to raise a few funds. The
children will be rewarded for their efforts with a certificate and a
pancake to eat back in class. Please can we remind you all that the date
for returning the sponsorship money is Friday 13th March.
When the drier weather returns, we plan to have a pruning session of
the herb garden on the field which has become very overgrown. Date
to be arranged. Please look out for further information as volunteers
will be very welcome.
Other dates to remember this term:
Friday 13th March
Friday 3rd April
Friday 3rd April

Cash4clothes collection
The Annual Easter Egg hunt in school hours
The PTA pop up cafe and cake sale at the
Sharing Assembly

Thank you for your continued support.
MARTIN YOUNG
Martin will be bringing his usual talents to school on Monday 2 March to work on this
term’s book Cicada by Shaun Tan. This is a Rags to Riches description story. The
beautiful illustrations will help us to focus on description.

Parents’ Evenings
These sessions are taking place in school throughout this week. Can we please remind all
parents that due to time constraints we are only able to offer 10-minute time slots which need
to be adhered to in order to avoid unnecessary waiting times for subsequent appointments. If
it is felt that a longer discussion is required, we would welcome the opportunity to meet you
on a separate date/time.
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Parents’ Evenings: November Dates
Please make a note of these dates (next academic year) in your diary:
Y1-Y6:
Y1-Y6:

Tuesday 10 November 2020
Thursday 12 November 2020

Open Library
Sessions
Mrs Henson is again available this
term to welcome you to our
Library on Tuesdays between
3.30 and 4.00pm. Please use and enjoy our
valuable resources.
Open to younger
siblings as well as all pupils. Please sign
in at the door with Mrs Henson on
arrival.
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3.40-5.00pm
3.40-7.00pm

BREAKFAST CLUB
We have ad-hoc spaces available at Breakfast Club this term
every day. Please remember that we need 48 hours’ notice if
you wish to book a place. If you wish to cancel your
commitment, the school needs a term’s notice to enable us to
adjust staffing provision accordingly.

GOVERNING BODY NEWS
Derek Hilling, Chair

The school's Finance & Personnel Committee met in February. Over the last 2 or 3 years our school’s funding has
been reduced because we have had fewer pupils ‘on-roll’ than our optimum of 70. On 2 occasions pupils have
been withdrawn from school just before the cut-off date in October, when on-roll numbers are used to determine
our budget for the following year. This has meant that our relatively healthy bank balance has been somewhat
reduced. There may be some extra funding available from April 2020 onwards but there is no doubt that our
school’s budget is under pressure. When we’re compared with other Northamptonshire primary schools, we do
have above average staff costs but we believe that this is reflected in our ‘Outstanding’ rating and standards. The
other side of this coin is that we are first in the comparison table in the amount of income self-generated for the
school. The governors reviewed the self-funding activities like Breakfast Club & Swimming. These activities do not
get funds from the school’s budget so we appreciate your support in paying in a timely manner, which I know most
parents do. We don’t like chasing parents for their debts but given the pressure on our finances we have little
choice.
ECO COUNCIL NEWS
Welcome to the first news from the School Eco Council. Maidwell Primary is now an Eco-School and we are
currently working towards our Bronze Award. The Eco Council has a representative from each area of the school
and these are as follows: Ethan, Jacob, Faith, Harry, Pip, Nate, Bella, Hollie (all are also the School Council),
Oscar, Evie, Eleanor, Eddie, Jessica, staff/PTA/parent Mrs Nikel with Mrs James as the eco-coordinator.
Our first task has been to complete a review of 10 topics in order to see where we need to improve. We
discovered that we are already good at Water, School Grounds, Healthy Living, Global Citizenship, Biodiversity
and Waste. Topics we could really improve upon are Transport, Litter, Marine and Energy. The Council have
decided to concentrate on Transport, Litter and Marine, but by no means forgetting other small improvements
that we can achieve simply across the other ten areas i.e. turning off lights when not in use.
All members of the committee have been tasked with activities to achieve our aims. These include:
 Writing to Cool Milk regarding the use of single use plastic straws
 Writing to Dolce to enquire about where it sources food, such as responsibly sourced fish and meat, and UK products to
reduce carbon footprint
 Creating useful and helpful info for parents to reduce single use plastic etc. in packed lunches
 Posters and information assembly in the school regarding our personal responsibilities for litter and waste reduction
 Writing an article to the First News newspaper about our progress in our Eco-Award

We will keep you informed of our progress via the newsletters and the eco board within the school and we look
forward to your support with any ideas and requests we put forward.
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Notice Period Reminder

Tuesday 3 March 2020
For Class Photographs

Please remember that all sessions charged by
the school (Get Outside Club, Breakfast Club,
NMPAT Music Lessons etc) require a FULL
TERM’S NOTICE (ie: two half terms) if your
child no longer wishes to use the facilities.

Strings Tuition (Y2+)
Mrs Cliffe currently has availability if your child would like to learn a
stringed instrument. Please contact the school for details.

NMPAT New Beats Workshop
Class 3 are looking forward to a visit from NMPAT’s New Beats Rock Band on Tuesday 3
March. We will be working with the group as well as listening to them perform. Look out
for a pupil report in the next newsletter.
KS2 Summer Residential
13-15 July 2020
Important date for your diary.
There will be a statutory parents’ meeting
for PARENTS AND ALL PUPILS attending
the summer residential on Thursday 7
May at 6pm.
The £115 balance due will be loaded to
ParentPy after Easter for payment before
the end of May Half Term holiday.
PE KIT
Can we please remind all parents of the
importance of ensuring that your child has full PE
kit in school all week. It is very time-consuming
for staff who have to try to locate spare kit when
children do not have the necessary clothes/
footwear with them. Please send kit in on a
Monday and take home again on a Friday.
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Premises News
Over the holiday the library ceiling has been
repaired/redecorated following the recent
installation of LED lighting to this area. We
have also recently had a visit from our handyman who has undertaken a variety of repairs
around the school - both inside and out.
50% Discount vouchers available
We have family vouchers from the London
Eye offering 50% discount (up to 5 tickets).
Valid for use before 1 March 2021. Please ask
if you would like one.

Pupil Reports
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Art Day - British Buildings
By Sebby, Y4
We made a giant picture of important buildings in the UK. I learned about Stonehenge, The Shard, The Gherkin
and the Angel of the North. It took a long time but was really fun. Reeve drew a fantastic picture of Big Ben.
Bikeability
By Felix, Y3
There was a course in the playground with cones to weave in and out. To practise
steering we had to go through a pair of cones. The rule was you can only change gear
when pedalling. I enjoyed bringing my bike to school but it was hard to fit in the car.
By Lenny, Y3
We went round the playground practising hand signals and keeping a safe distance from other bikes. I have
cycled from home to Brixworth to see my Grandad’s Dad. I think I will be more confident next time. It is
important to wear your cycle helmet to protect your head. I now know how to set off from a crossing when
other bikes are passing.
Art Day - British Values
By Will, Y5
Glen came and told us about famous British people. Some I knew – like The Beatles, which was the picture I
drew. I did not find it as hard as I thought I would. I also knew of Shakespeare, Boudicca, Isaac Newton, The
Queen, Guy Fawkes and Stephen Hawking and Football. I learned about Benjamin Zephaniah, a poet, and Emily
Pankhurst, a Suffragette.
Safer Internet Day
By Phoenix, Y6
We learned about the importance of internet identity on YouTube and other platforms to keep us safe from
harm. Now I feel confident that I could protect myself on-line using anonymous mode, private settings on social
media and how to block and report inappropriate behaviour. If you are being cyber-bullied or harassed you
should tell an adult and block the user.
Joseph
By Imogen, YR
We went to the theatre to watch Joseph. We liked the singing and dancing all the way through.
At the beginning we sang along. When Joseph was in prison it went dark but I was not scared!
Steve Grocott
By William, Y4
We made music based on the story of Rapunzel. We made music for spells using an instrument called a sheep
and the xylophone and keyboards for spooky sounds. It was epic.
Thank you to the PTA for funding this day.
Class 1 Art Day
By Darcy, Y2
We made the English flag, the Wales flag, Northern Ireland flag and Scotland flag. We also made a
rose for England, a daffodil for Wales, a thistle for Scotland and for Northern Ireland a shamrock.
We did this to learn about the UK.
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